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THE COMPLEAT ARCHITECT 
PROFESSOR PIER LUIGI NERVI'S paper read last 


week to a large audience in London was an event of 
first importance in building history. Nervi has written 
little and said little. His executed works proclaim him 
to be the greatest master of reinforced concrete of our time. 
The illustrations to his paper (some of which were shown 
in our last issue, when the lecture was reported), following 
one upon another, captured the imagination and brought 
home the originality and brilliance of his buildings. But 
in many cases their mere size is qualitative, and this is 
something the photographs cannot convey. To appreciate 
his work to the full one must go to Italy. 

Nervi was born in 1891 at Sondrio in the Alps. He 
graduated, as an engineer, from Bologna University and 
worked for many years with a firm of concrete engineers. 
His first independent important work was the Florence 
Stadium, opened in 1932: his best-known present works 
are the Pirelli office building in Milan, and the UNESCO 
building in Paris, designed in collaboration with Marcel 
Breuer and Bernard Zehrfuss. 

His mastery of structure does not arise haphazardly from 
fortuitous discoveries. It derives from an intensely practi- 
cal background of orderly progress, combined with strong 
theoretical conviction. “* Structure must speak for itself ”: 
“Form must be the necessary result and not the initial 
basis of structure.” Though he is nominally an engineer, 
Nervi’s outlook is fundamentally architectural. 

In order to be able to exploit his theories to the full, 
he formed his own building firm, thus, as he said, enabling 
him to carry out daring and rational designs which might 
appear impossible to the professional designer. Also 
within his own organisation, he has been able to make 
tests and experiments and so confirm the rightness of 
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NEWS SUMMARY 


THE COURT OF COMMON COUNCIL of the City of London 
have declined to appoint a City Architect. The matter has been 
referred back for a further report by the Officers’ and Clerks’ 
Committee. p. 731 

THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL, in a review of their 
overspill problem, have issued a warning that the reoccupation 
of vacated industrial premises and unchecked immigration 
into London may “ defeat the objectives of the town planning 
policy and frustrate work done on decentralisation.” p. 736 

THE RIBA FORM OF CONTRACT has been criticised by a 
lawyer for the ambiguity of a number of its clauses. p. 741 

BIRMINGHAM’S DIRECT LABOUR DEPARTMENT. is 
to be expanded to ** enter the general building field on a com- 
petitive basis.” p. 743 

BATTERSEA MBC’s works committee has recommended the 
Council not to engage contractors who employ * labour only ~ 


sub-contractors. p. 749 
FROM THE BUILDER'S point of view preplanning “ is very 
well worth the time and the money,” Mr. W. R. Wates has 
stated. p. 749 


intuitive designs which go beyond the trontiers of the 
calculable. 

Deriving from his experience as a practical builder, 
and making a virtue of the extreme shortage of timber 
during and after the war, Nervi has eliminated shuttering 
and freed his concrete from the limitations imposed by 
wooden form work. He has refined it until his structural 
members resemble the lines of force around a magnet, until 
a thickened member may be only ? in. His designs are 
notable for their dependence on precast units—of superb 
finish cast in plastic moulds—and joints and _ intricate 
parts of the structure made with what he calls “ ferro- 
cement *—steel mesh and small rods densely packed and 
filled with a very strong mixture of cement and sand. 

When it is realised that his striking designs have been 
translated into fact under a tendering system—whereby the 
job is won on the basis of a design and a price, or “ com- 
petition tender ~—it will be seen that Nervi’s statement 
that all his works “ are the result of a constant endeavour 
to find the most efficient design from the technical and 
economic point of view” is no idle boast. To the super- 
ficial observer many of them look difficult and would 
prompt the remark, “ Well, we could do that sort of thing 
if money were unlimited.” They are, in fact, the cheapest 
solutions submitted in competition. 


. 


The great exhibition hall at Turin perhaps epitomises 
his work up to the present. It consists of an enormous 
barrel vault, 325 ft. span, 362 ft. long, with an apsidal end 
132 ft. diameter. The work started in September, 1948, and 
was finished in the following April. Reinforced concrete 
ribs were cast in situ with an infilling of undulating precast 
units 14 in. thick, glazed over at the centre part of the hall. 
Mere illustrations fail entirely to give the splendid quality 
of lightness and grace and the elegance of vast spans which 
this structure possesses in full measure. The experience of 
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seeing it for the first time is akin to one’s first visit to a 
fine cathedral. It is large and simple in conception; light- 
ing and acoustics are excellent; its architectural quality is 
eminently satisfying. 

In face of the immediate impact of Nervi’s theories, 
methods and executed work, one feels that we ought to 
scrap our present building organisation and start again 
where the cathedral builders left off. On sober reflection, 
however, and without lessening the essential rightness of 
his whole conception, there are certain reservations which 
should be made. It is important to realise (as he is the 
first to admit) that his generalisations apply to large-span 
buildings, where structure is of primary significance. Never- 
theless, in accenting economy and efficiency as the sole 
criteria by which they should be judged, a whole range of 
materials desirable for colour, texture or tactile quali- 
ties are not taken into account. Neither is the relation 
of the building to its surroundings. 

The competition tender presupposes that there are those 
of sufficient calibre available to judge fairly on the merits 
of both design and cost, and, if necessary, to decide upon 
the fairest compromise between the two. In Italy, the 
danger of judging on cost alone is mitigated by 
a public opinion traditionally well informed architecturally. 
In this country such a climate of opinion hardly exists. 
It would need a Nervi at the head of every firm of what 
Mr. Arup inadvertently called “ designing contractors ” to 
ensure that standards of design were maintained, let alone 
advanced. 

Until some system of training has been devised for what 
has been felicitously translated as “ The young construc- 
tor,” where the skills of architect, engineer and builder 
are all combined in one person whom Nervi calls the “ com- 
plete architect,” it is premature to throw our caps over 
the windmills. It is too early to scrap our bills of quanti- 
ties, RIBA contracts and competitive tenders, but it is just 
as dangerous to ignore the lessons to be learnt from Nervi’s 
work and the dazzling new horizons which his methods 
as well as his finished buildings present. 

In all sincerity we offer to this retiring and engagingly 
modest man our salutations as one who rises high above 
the “isms” and arguments of lesser men, and if need be 
shows by example of his work alone the way to better 
things. 

«"« The discussion following the delivery of the paper on 
October 14 is printed on page 720 of this issue. 


A NEW KIND OF PRISON 


HE breaking of new ground in the State of Louisiana 
penal settlement, illustrated elsewhere in this issue, 
will certainly be of interest to those responsible for the 
design of the British prisons and Borstal Institutions of 
the future. These will have to be built in this country in 
view of the fact that so many of our existing prisons are 
completely out of date. Pentonville, for example, when 
built in 1842, was regarded as a “ model” prison; to-day 
it is badly overcrowded, and is in many ways quite unsuit- 
able for modern methods of administration. Dartmoor 
was originally used for French prisoners in the Napoleonic 
Wars, but, of course, has been completely modernised. 
Some of the old cells are now only kept as exhibits to 
show the progress that has been made in prison administra- 
tion in recent years. Without doubt, the experiments now 
being made in the United States can guide this country in 
the clearance of existing antiquated prisons, and the build- 
ing of various types of penal institutions required to meet 
the need of varieties of prisoners. 
Fortunately, in Great Britain, on the whole, our prison 
standard is a good deal higher than that to be found in 
parts of the United States. The Louisiana State Peniten- 


THE BUILDER 


October 2g 1955 


tiary at Angola was, for example, only three years gy) 
a collection of seven shack camps erected on brush coy), 
try beside the Mississippi River. There, according , 
an American account, 1,760 negroes and 880 whites we, 
* living like jungle animals in filth and depravity, underjg; 
and worked to exhaustion, flogged and even shot by thei; 
prisoner guards for minor infractions, jammed as may | 
as 300 to a room, with unlimited gambling and perversion’ 
Serious riots took place from 1951 to 1953, and op 
immediate result was the development of a new kind 9 
prison. It is now stated that at Angola “ good archite. 
ture and good administration will get more from the priso, | 
dollar, more for the prisoner.” In short. this new prisoy 
is broken down into three main sections—(a) maximup | 
custody; (b) medium custody; (c) minimum custody. Th: 
latter corresponds, it would seem, to our open prisons, anj 
the whole establishment is designed to promote progressiy, 
rehabilitation of the men within the same main unit. 

The principle is not completely novel as far as Britis} | 
practice is concerned. Broadmoor, for example, wa 
originally built as a place for dealing with criminal lunatics, | 
and then called an “ Asylum,” and is now rechristene; 
to become the Broadmoor Mental Institution with the 
responsibility transferred under the Criminal Justice Ag; 
of 1948 from the Home Office to the Ministry of Health 
The buildings were designed on the same principles as 
those which have inspired the Angola experiment. — |) 
Block 6 at Broadmoor the most dangerous characters are | 
kept under strict conditions of security, whereas the less 
mentally afflicted live in blocks with considerable comforts 
and much freedom, extending to work on the adjoining 
farm, and even to playing cricket in villages in Berkshire. 
According to their mental condition the patients are trans | 
ferred from one block to another. Unfortunately, the 
buildings are so out of date that many of the reforms in 
treatment can only be carried out with considerable 
difficulty. 

The actual cost of Angola has been 73 million dollars 
This has provided accommodation for between 2,300 to | 
2,800 inmates, houses for prison officers and their families, 
and administrative blocks, as well as the conversion of one 
of the existing camps into an institution for women. Itis | 
estimated that the capital costs work out to under 3,00) 
dollars per person as compared to existing security prisons 
in the USA costing 15,000 dollars per inmate, and even as 
much as 10,000 dollars per inmate for medium security 
barracks. 

The British Treasury have not so far been able to pro- 
vide the capital required for the building of new prisons 
needed in this country, apart from the problems involved 
in finding suitable sites. Up to date, the taxpayers’ mone) , 
has been saved by the conversion of existing buildings. 
The new Women’s Prison at Hill Hall, Essex, was, for 
example, once an Elizabethan Manor. The Falfield Prison 
for men in Gloucestershire was once the home of the Earl 
of Ducie. Askham Grange has become an institution for 
women. The 12 open prisons in camps around country 
houses in Britain are partly inspired by this desire for 
economy. Satellite camps have also been established in 
connection with the prisons at Maidstone and Wakefield 
Nevertheless, there is urgent need for entirely new prisons 
in this country, but the Prison Commission has to be 
cautious not to run too far ahead of public opinion. Its 
therefore, to be hoped that the advantages of the new 
Angola Prison will be brought to the notice of the British 
public, so that they may realise that worn-out prisons, some 
over 100 years old, are expensive in their operation, and 
make it difficult to carry out the main purpose of a prison. 
This objective is stated in the English Prison Rules dated 
1949 to be to establish in prisoners “ the will to lead 4 
good and useful life on discharge, and to fit them to do 
sO. 





Angola blazes the trail in carrying out this ial 
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Notes of the Week 


FINDING A CITY ARCHITECT 
THE Court of Common Council of the 
City of London acted wisely when it 
referred back last week the proposal of 
one of its committees that the post of 
City Architect be again advertised at an 
enhanced salary of £3,500. The man 
London needs would not have been 
tempted by such a bait and the Court's 
recognition of this cannot now be criti- 
cised. Wednesday's Budget with its stern 
measures to reduce capital expenditure 
has come as a timely relief to those who 
might otherwise have complained of the 
Court’s fiddling while London burned its 
plans and its only chance since the days 
of Wren. ; 
Unless the future is to point to it as 
an example of decline writ large. then 
the rebuilt square mile must be an ex- 
pression of two thousand years of history 
and a five-hundred-year tradition of high 
adventure, Of opportunities grasped and 
losses ruthlessly cut, of the essential unity 
of science and the humanities, and of the 
value of each life that makes up the 
millions. The few men who, given the 
power, might ensure such a result will 
answer no advertisement and can cer- 
tainly complete no form demanding, as 


the Court earlier did, “three recent 
testimonials.” 
What does the post demand? The 


City’s Chief Architect must be a creative 
artist of sensibility, imagination and 
proven ability who could satisfy both the 
Royal Academy and its critics. His mind 
must be free from prejudice and able to 
recognise high quality in whatever guise. 
He must be humble enough to provide 
foils for the master works of other men 
of the past, present and future, and he 
must be able to ensure architectural har- 
mony by other means than the dictation 
of cornice and string course heights. He 
must be diplomatic to educate developers 
and their architects towards good 
manners by persuasion, precept and ex- 
ample, and, in order that his influence 
may be brought fully to bear, he must be 
young enough to expect to give 15 to 20 
years of service to the City. 

The man who can satisfy these require- 
ments will be earning at a rate which 
would make it difficult for the City to buy 
him. This does not matter, for such a man 
cannot be bought, he would never accept 
the confines of long buried Roman walls 
for his talents: he knows he would be a 
poorer architect for doing so. His art 
and, indeed, his job for the City would 
demand constant and varied exercise and 
the scope of creative work. Undoubtedly 
this points to the method of direct selec- 
tion and appointment on a_ part-time 
basis. As the problem is unique so the 
solution must be unorthodox—but the 
City’s search need not extend far. 


POLITICAL PARTY 


To THE non-politically minded archi- 
tect, the interest in the annual eve-of- 
Parliament party given by Sir Alfred 
Bossom in his Carlton-gardens home lies 
as much in the remarkable tented annexe 
erected in the garden to accommodate 
his 800 Conservative guests as in the 
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KING GEORGE VI MEMORIAL. 
in Carlton Gardens to the late King. 


under the umbrella to the right of the picture. 
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wee Pete 


Our picture shows the unveiling of the Memorial 
The Queen, who performed the ceremony, is seen 


The sculptor was Mr. W. McMillan, RA, 


and the architect Mr. Louis de Soissons, OBE, RA, FRIBA. The builders were Messrs. 
Holliday & Greenwood, Ltd. A layout of the setting was shown in our issue of July 2, 1954. 





guests themselves. Not that the latter — 
who included the Lord Chancellor, the 
Lord Mayor of London (who went off 
just before. 12 o'clock “for an_ early 
night”), Sir Hugh Lucas-Tooth (Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Home Office and 
as such keenly interested in prison build- 
ing reforms), Mr. Peter Thorneycroft 
(President, Board of Trade), and Sir 
Howard and Lady Robertson (the latter 
the first Bossom Scholar of the RIBA)— 
lacked interest: quite the reverse. But 
the ingenious manner in which the annexe 
and house were linked for the occasion 
excites admiration. Even dinner jackets 
and strapless dresses could not quite 
destroy the eve-of-Agincourt atmosphere 
created by the tapestry hangings and 
medieval armour and weapons which pro- 
vided the decoration, an atmosphere 
heightened by the Battle of the Cuts due 
so shortly to open. Five male guests who 
wore red carnations in their buttonholes 
were at pains to assure their genial host 
that no political significance was implied. 
HOUSING CENTRE APPEAL 

THE HoustinG CENTRE, which cele- 
brates its 21st birthday this year under 
the presidency of Sir William Holford, 
is taking the occasion to make a new 


appeal for increased membership and 
subscriptions. | The annual report, now 
issued, explains the need, at a time of 
rising costs, for a larger income if the 
Centre is to be able to play its full part 
in doing the job for which it was consti- 
tuted: the improvement of housing con- 
ditions by acting as a centre for informa- 
tion, publicity and research. 

There must be many who have bene- 
fited from the Centre’s valuable work 
who are not yet members, for whom it 
may be stated that ordinary individual 
membership costs only 30s. a year. De- 
tails of subscriptions and membership 
forms from 13, Suffolk-street, SWI. 


AN IAAS LUNCHEON 

THE Incorporated Association 
Architects and Surveyors were 
served by their speakers at their 
“October” luncheon, held under the 
chairmanship of Mr. F. J. Meekins, 
chairman of the London and Home 
Counties branch, in Grosvenor House on 
October 19. Sir Alfred Bossom and Sir 
Thomas Bennett both had things of 
value to say. Sir Alfred, whose perennial 
vigour seemed quite unimpaired by visits 
which he has made to half a dozen Euro- 
pean countries and the United States 


of 
well 
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within the last few weeks, put forward a 


3-point plan for the industry. Clients 
must make up their minds, he said; 
Government and local authorities must 


pay for the job more promptly; and per- 
mits should be regularised so that not 
more than three (and preferably two) 
authorities dealt. with the various appli- 
cations now needed to begin a_ job. 
Enthusiasm and commonsense were ad- 
mirably blended in this speech which was 
followed by a characteristically able 
address by Sir Thomas Bennett, who out- 
lined some of the difficulties which archi- 
tects are now experiencing with staif. 


LMBA PRIZEGIVING 


THe LMBA arrange their annual 
prizegivings for apprentices extremely 
well, and it was no fault of their’s that 
the American Ambassador, the Honor- 
able Mr. Winthrop W. Aldrich, was 
called to Paris last Monday morning and 
so was unable to be at Grocers’ Hall in 
the afternoon to give the 1955 medals to 
the prizewinners in the City and Guilds’ 
of London Institute Examinations. In the 
event, the American Counsellor, Mr. 
Andrew B. Foster, deputised charmingly 
for him. The Lord Mayor, who took the 
chair, supported by his Sheriffs, spoke 
words of wisdom to the prizewinners and 
their parents, and Mr. Laurence Hollo- 
way, the President, expressed thanks to 
the speakers and to Sir Frederick 
Handley-Page, chairman of the City and 
Guilds’ Institute, and took the oppor- 
tunity to give a racy account of the 
history of the Grocers’ Company since 
the twelfth century. As befits one edu- 
cated at Oundle (in which the Grocers’ 
Company take a special interest), Mr. 
Holloway took this feat in his stride. 
These ceremonies, always held in one or 
other of the great City buildings, must be 
an excellent thing for craftsmanship, and 
the Association are fortunate in having 
secured the interest of successive Lord 
Mayors in their important work. 
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COMING EVENTS 


MONBAY, OCTOBER 31. 


LEICESTER COLLEGE OF ART.—School of Architecture 


diploma presentation by Mr. Michael  Pattrick, 
ARIBA, and exhibition. 2.30 p.m. 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1. 
RIBA.—President’s inaugural address and presenta- 


tion of the London Architecture Bronze Medal, by Mr 
C. H. Aslin, CBE, FRIBA. 66, Portland-place, WI. 
6 D.m. 

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (MIDLAND 
BRANCH.—Joint meeting with Reinforced 
Concrete Association, Midland Counties Branch, and 
talk on ** Design of a Building,’’ by Mr. E. Shepley 
The Midland Institute, Birmingham. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (NORTHERN 
CouNTIES BRANCH).—** Casteilated Construction,’’ by 
Mr. H. Saunders, Cleveland Scientific and Technical 
Institution, Middlesbrough. 6.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (WALES AND 
MONMOUTHSHIRE BRANCH).—** Recent Trends in the 
Design of Industrial Buildings,’ by Mr. A. V. Hooker. 
South Wales Institute of Engineers, Cardiff. 6.30 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2 
INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (NORTHERN 


INSTITUTION Oi 
COUNTIES 


Counties BRANCH).—** Castellated Construction,’’ by 
Mr. H. Saunders. The Neville Hall, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne. 6.30 p.m. 


INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS AND 
SurvVeyYoRS.—* Problems of the Candidate’s Approach 
to Examinations and the Education System Gene- 
rally,’” by G. F. Sarjeant, FRICS. chairman, IAAS 
Educ. Comm., 75, Eaton-place, SWI. 7 p.m. 

BRITISH INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT.—National con- 


ference on the theme: ‘** The Impact of Science on 
Management in the Future.’’ Harrogate. Opening 
session 9 p.m. at the Royal Hall. Conference con- 


and 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3. 
TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE.—Presidential address by 


tinues throughout November 3 


Mr. Desmond Heap, LL.M(LM). The Livingstone 
Hall, Broadway, Westminster, SWI. 6 p.m. 
ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING TECHNICIANS.—** Modular 


by Mr. William Allen 


Europe,”’ by 
Building Centre, Store- 


Station). 


Co-ordination in 
(Building Research 


street, WCIl. 7 p.m. 

DESIGN AND INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION.—British 
Industries Fair luncheon meeting. Speaker, Mr 
Kenneth Horne; Sir Stephen Tallents, KCMG, CB, 
CBE, in the chair. Overseas House, Park-la., St 
James’s, SWI. 12.30 p.m. (Lecture only 1 p.m.) 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4. 

Society OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY.—Joint meeting 
between Road and Building Materials Group and 
Scottish Sections in Glasgow; with talk on ** Building 
Bricks as a By-product of Coal Mining,’’ by Mr. D. 
Morgan and Dr. E. A. C. Chamberlain, and ‘* The 
Manufacture of Building Bricks from Spent Oil Shale,’’ 
by Mr. J. J. Crombie. Royal Technical College, 
George-street, Glasgow, Cl. 7.15 p.m. 

TAAS) (NorTHERN COUNTIES — BRANCH),—Annual 


dinner dance. The Griffin Hotel, Boar-lane, Leeds, | 
7.30 p.m 





LMBA APPRENTICES PRIZEGIVING. Seen above is a picture of Mr. Andrew B. 
Foster, Counsellor to the American Ambassador, who presented the prizes to the LMBA 
Apprentices in Grocers Hall on Monday afternoon. (See Note.) 
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CORRESPON DENCE 
“CONCRETE AND STRUCTUR4) 
FORM” i 

To the Editor of The Builder 


GQIR,—After reading the report in your| 
last issue of Professor Nervj’s lectu 
on the above subject I began to wong: 
how much longer it will be possible ; 
draw an acceptable distinction betwye 
architecture and structural engineerin, 
It seemed to me that in at least three ; | 
the works shown Professor Nervi }; 
achieved a very satisfactory synthesis «| 
the two. (L was particularly interes 
to note, by the way, the similarity in pyip. 
ciple of his reinforced corrugated pj: 
forming the roof of the Exhibition Hajj, 
Turin to the ridge-and-furrow roof ; 
the Crystal Palace, a form originally ysej| 
by Paxton in 1848 on the roof of the |} 
House at Chatsworth.) | 
Professor Nervi, apparently, has bee 
mostly concerned with the enclosure ani 
roofing over of great spaces, such as exh). 
bition halls and aircraft hangars, though 
I note that he has also collaborated wit) 
architects in the design of work mor! 
generally encountered in normal pw. 
fessional practice. One wishes that he} 
could have given some account of the 
way in which such collaboration hy 
worked, for, with structure becomin 
indistinguishable from architecture, ther 
is bound to be much more collaboratio: | 
between architects and engineers 
future, unless the architect qualifies t 
take the responsibility for engineering 
structure upon himself. Is there any hop 
of that happening? 
I have lately been re-reading Lethaby\ 
“* Architecture ” in a new edition, with a 
preface and an epilogue by Professor 
Basil Ward, who quotes from a letter 
Lethaby wrote to his friend Sydney (now 
Sir Sydney) Cockerell in 1907, as fol | 
lows: “If I were again learning to be: 
modern architect I'd eschew taste and de- 
sign and all that stuff and learn engineer- 
ing with plenty of mathematics and hard 
building experience. Hardness, facts, 
experiments—that should be architecture, 
not taste. .....” 
Have we yet taken Lethaby’s words } 
sufficiently to heart? 
DouBTFUL. } 


REGENT-STREET POLY BUILDING 
SCHOOL CURTAILMENT 
To the Editor of The Builder 

IR,—During the course of the years 
The Builder through its columns has 
advocated the entry into the industry 0! 
fully-trained men. It has stated many 
reasons why these men are needed, and 
I doubt if the most unknowledgeable can 
raise any objection to this. | Amongsi 
builders nowadays it seems accepted 
practice to ask where a man was trained 
and to find the right man by his schoo ' 
and examinations. ae 
There are few enough schools which 
train men to the high standard expected 
in the industry to-day. One of thes 
schools, The Polytechnic, Regent-streel, 
has a reputation second to none; the 
words “ Polytechnic-trained ” carry the | 
mark of good training to all concerned. 
Rumour has it that this school is to clos¢ 
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* Really, if this chap Nervi 
wrote sonnets I'd begin to 
feel a little jealous.” 





down its course for builders, and the 
students, both day and evening, are to be 
moved away. Some of these students are 
in the final stages of their studies and to 
move them will be most unsettling. Many 
are faced with transfer to schools further 
away from their homes and offices, and 
this may result in their being unable to 
continue to study with the resultant loss 
to the industry of many trained men. 

Can we not raise a protest about this 
happening? If we write to the Education 
Officer, London County Council. could 
we not show our disapproval of any such 
move to close The Polytechnic to build- 
ing students? I for one, have written a 
protest. Can I appeal to your readers to 
do likewise? 

A. BurFOoRD. 

24, Boniface-walk, Harrow. 
«. In reply to our inquiry, Mr. John S. 
Walkden, FRIBA, MTPI, Head of the 
School of Architecture, Surveying and 
Building, writes : ‘“‘ Owing to the decreasing 
demand for places within the School of 
Building, it has been decided to discontinue 
further new enrolments. In respect of the 
present session this means that there are no 
first year courses in operation, but years 
higher than first, both in the Day and in 
the Evening, are continuing as before. No 
decision has yet been taken with regard to 
future sessions.” 


THE CAPE AA 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR,—The formation of a new and 

vigorous architectural body, known 
as The Cape Architectural Association, 
has taken place in Cape Town. It was 
launched at a general meeting held in 
the University of Cape Town School of 
Architecture on July 8, when an Execu- 
tive Committee was elected. 

The objects of the Association are “ to 
serve and to encourage the appreciation 
of architecture through the medium of 
friendly association between members 
and others interested in these objectives ”’; 
those desiring membership shall be pro- 
posed by at least three members of the 
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Association. All past students of the 
School who apply before July 8, 1956, 
are immediately eligible for Foundation 
Membership. 

It is hoped that, during the course of 
time, this Association will find great sup- 
port and therefore become a_ healthy 
influence in the appreciation of archi- 
tecture, particularly in Southern Africa. 

With a starting membership of over 60, 
which has been of great encouragement 
to the founders, the Association has had 
an excellent launching, and any person 
who wishes for further information in 
regard to its policy is requested to write 
to the Honorary Secretary, CAA, c/o 
UCT School of Architecture, Ronde- 
bosch, Cape. 

L. W. THORNTON WHITE, Chairman; 

J. D. P. vAN DER MERWE, Vice- 

Chairman; J. D. ATKINSON § and 

Bruce Beckett, Joint Hon. Secs.; 

F. rE Water, J. E. Butr and IAN 

MARSHALL, Committee Members. 


Rondebosch, Cape Town. 


PRODUCTIVITY AND PRICES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I was interested in the second 

article on the above subject in The 
Builder of October 14, although it is un- 
fortunate that the figures for 1955 are 
to a certain extent divorced from those 
given earlier. 

The charts accompanying the second 
article show almost everything except 
“net output per man-month” and that 
again is a pity, because it would probably 
be the most interesting. The figures 
given suggest that labour costs have risen 
quite considerably in 1955 and that is 
rather alarming. 

In the first article the effect on building 
costs of falling prices for materials was 
roughly halved because labour costs re- 
mained constant. However, in 1955 the 
indices for building costs are shown as 
increasing faster than those for materials 
and this, as I said before, presumably 
means that labour costs are considered to 
be increasing. 

This conclusion, however, is at variance 
with one of the tables, which shows that 
for the first quarter of the year output 
was increasing faster than hourly wages, 
Perhaps this aspect of labour cost could 
be made a little clearer in subsequent 
articles. 


= 


G. HONEYBELL. 
100, The Mall, Southgate, N14. 


“GOOD BUILDING ” 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR, — I have read with interest the 
report of the Conference held at 
Reading on the subject of “ Good Build- 
ing” (The Builder, October 21, p. 700). 
I fail to see that any constructive ideas 
were formulated or put forward for 
future guidance, but only criticism of 
present-day methods. Surely a great deal 
of the blame for our present-day diffi- 
culties must be attributed to the fact that 
insufficient work is put into the initial 
planning and preparatory works, which 
are so necessary, before any tendering 

can be called for? 
I would suggest that the various bodies 
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of architects, with the RIBA giving a 
lead, should get busy formulating a 
scheme for settitig’ out the necessary mini- 
mum amount of preparatory planning 
work—including complete and accurate 
surveys, complete set of plans, bills of 
quantities, specifications and details—be- 
fore any project is put out to tender. This 
method would naturally take longer, but 
would save time in the long run. We 
should have a satisfied client and he in 
turn would be more sure of his final 
commitments. No contractor should be 
expected to tender where site conditions 
are incompletely known, as Mr. Llewellyn 
mentions. 

Although bonusing and _piece-work 
have been encouraged by the Govern- 
ment, they are bad for the industry. They 
encourage shoddy workmanship and 
should be abolished. Ask any clerk of 
works! Also I consider that the standard 
of pay and conditions in the building 
industry still leave a lot to be desired. I 
firmly believe that every man should be 
paid according to his worth and that there 
should be a form of grading carried out 
which in turn would encourage a man 
to interest himself in his work and be- 
come a top-grade craftsman. 


A. W. OLIveR [MICW]. 
Trinity College, Carmarthen. 


NAILS FOR SLATES AND TILES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—It is difficult to understand the 
sweeping statement that the use of 
galvanised or steel nails is not recom- 
mended in any circumstances (August 
19 issue of The Builder under Building 
Research Station Inquiries (2)). Surely 
it must be known that on at least 85 per 
cent. of the roofs of new dwellings in 
the post-war period, tiles have been 
nailed with galvanised nails? 

With the present price of copper, how 
many architects or authorities could 
afford to indulge in the luxury of such 
a specification? It would be interesting 
to know on what grounds such a con- 
demnation has been made, or are these 
research experts waiting to be “ nailed ” 
on the use of the word “recommended”? 


G. A. WALTERS. 
36. Humberstone-road, Leicester. 


BOOK 
TEACH YOURSELF PERSPECTIVE 

By H. F. Hollis. Pp. 198. 

(London: English Universities 

Price 6s. 

THE DRAWING of a p:cture “from known 
dimensions and a specified position of the 
viewpoint ” has long been a common prac- 
tice among architects. Mr. Hollis explains, 
very concisely, how this is done and, with 
the help of 95 drawings and diagrams, offers 
a solution to most of the problems which 
beset the artist and the student of archi- 
tecture in the pictorial representation of 
buildings and other objects, their shadows 
and their reflections in mirrors. He devotes 
one chapter to perspectives of interiors and 
another to the use of instruments to over- 
come such difficulties as arise when, for 
example, our vanishing point is discovered to 
be in the next room. 


DRAWING. 
Illustrated. 
Press.) 
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SEEN ABOVE is the platform party at the Nervi lecture on October 14 (left to 


right) : 


H. R. H. Gray, Assistant Secretary, Institution of Structural Engineers ; 


Signora Nervi ; D. H. New, President, Reinforced Concrete Association ; S. Vaughan, 
President, Institution of Structural Engineers ; Professor Nervi ; and C. H. Aslin, 
President, RIBA. 


CONCRETE AND STRUCTURAL FORM 


Discussion on Sr. Nervi’s Paper 


Full extracts from the paper on * Concrete and Structural Form,” 
written by Professor Pier Luigi Nervi, the Italian Architect-Engineer, 


were given in our last issue. 


There now follows a report of the principal 


points made in the discussion following the lecture, which had been 
organised by the Institution of Structural Engineers and the Joint 
Committee on Structural Concrete (representing the Cement and Con- 
crete Association, the Prestressed Concrete Development Group and 


the Reinforced Concrete Association). 


Over 1,200 were present at 


the lecture which was given on October 14 at Friends’ House, London, 
WC1, with Mr. S. Vaughan (President, ISE) in the chair. 


Mr. Ove N. Arup: Tonight Professor 
Nervi has given us not only more infor- 
mation, more details and _ illustrations, 
about the structures he has made, but he 
has given us an insight into what we 
might call his professional cradle, the 
guiding principle governing his work, and 
his views of architecture, structure and 
building in general. These views are not 
entirely new, but they are held with an 
enviable conviction that is greatly streng- 
thened by his own achievement. It is 
good that they have been stated so for- 
cibly; we can all benefit from them. 

I must confess to my shame, that being 
absorbed in my own backyard, I did not 
realise, before reading Professor Nervi’s 
paper, that he had been responsible for 
the execution as well as the design of the 
structures, and that the contracts were 
obtained in competition. This, to my 
mind, explains a lot, and adds greatly to 
the admiration I feel for him and his 
work. I had vaguely wondered how, as 
a designer, he could get the contractors 
to carry out work of this nature; how he 
could be certain that his designs were 
practical and economical. Now we 
know; Professor Nervi is absolutely right. 
The best results are obtained when the 


designer and the constructor are the same 
person, or when they at least collaborate 
intimately, share in the responsibility, and 
experience, over a number of years. If 
a new bond is to be opened up, then this 
close collaboration is absolutely essential. 

After all, designing is indicating the 
method of building, and preferably a 
practical and economical method of 
building. That cannot be done without 
knowledge of building crafts, and this 
knowledge is best gained by being a 
builder. Moreover, only thus is a builder, 
or rather a designer, able to back his own 
ideas. 

Professor Nervi mentioned that a 
designer-contractor may suggest solutions 
which might have seemed impossible to 
the professional designer. True, but it 
may also be the other way round, and the 
professional designer may have unortho- 
dox ideas which seem impossible to the 
contractor which he therefore cannot get 
carried out; which only reinforces Profes- 
sor Nervi’s argument that the two ought 
to be the same person or organisation. 
But this is not the only condition for 
brilliant results. Perhaps in extolling the 
virtues of design competition—I prefer 


this term to “competition tender ”’— 
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Professor Nervi is inclined to forget the 
other one, which is that there should jy 
a Nervi at the head of the Selection Com, 
mittee, and that point is a more importan, 
one. If Professor Nervi had been al 
ordinary consulting engineer, he migh 
not have achieved quite what he hy 
achieved, but it might still have bee, 
much better to let him do the designing 
rather than rely on the competitios 
between less brilliant designers. 


PROBLEM NOT SIMPLE 


I submit therefore that the place of the 
designing-constructor, or designing-cop. 
tractor—I hope the term is not going to 
be misunderstood—is not quite as simple 
as would appear from the paper we haye 
just heard. There is on the one side , 
desirability of the client as independent 
adviser, or the firm of consulting engi- 
neers being free to roam the field obtain. 
ing more designing experience, instead 0} 
being dependent on the resource and 
experience of the single contractor, and 
there are on the other side very real 
advantages of which a very important one 
is that you get competition in design and 
not only in building. This is a factor 
which acts as a powerful stimulant to 
good design. This stimulant is sadly 
missing in this country; we place far too 
little value on good design. In fact, offi- 
cially there is no such thing as good or 
bad in this sphere; there are only designs 





produced by qualified architects and engi- 
neers and unqualified architects and engi- 
neers. The former are all supposed to be 
good and secure the same fee, and they 
must not be compared or criticised, so 
once you have committed yourself to the 
professional designer, you have had it for 
good or bad. We are scrupulously fair 
in allotting the contract to the lowest 
bidder, sometimes at the cost of consider- 
able loss of quality, but we take no 
trouble, or rather there is no machinery 
enabling us, to obtain quality of design. 
We have quantity surveyors, but no 
quality surveyors, and yet to get the bes! 
design is so much more important than 
that you obtain the lowest tender to the 
given design. 

I have, for the major part of my work- 
ing life, been with designing contractors 


and have therefore had experience 0! | 


those systems. I must confess | am much 
happier as a consulting engineer, even |! 
I sorely miss being able to try out new 
ideas, but this does not mean that I neces: 
sarily prefer this system as such. It !s 
only that in this country it is the prevail: 
ing system, and if you want to design you 
get a better chance, 

I am afraid I cannot entirely subscribe 
to Professor Nervi’s dictum that good 
architectural form cannot, and must not 
be anything but efficient structural form 
I agree that is ideal, but it depends on the 
type and scale of building. But I am 
sure that Professor Nervi is himself 2 
formalist in the best sense of the word: 
I am sure that he would instinctivel) 
reject structural forms which were not a 
the same time inspiring and harmonious. 
and economic structure need not be that 

ARCHITECT INTO ENGINEER? 

Mr. BrYAN WEsStTWoop (after payil? 

tribute to Professor Nervi’s buildings, and 
(Continued on page 733) 
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View from south, 


A HOUSE AT COLINTON, EDINBURGH 


C. W. ROBSON, ARIBA, ARIAS, Architect 


DAVID ADAMSON, FRICS, Quantity Surveyor 


= house was designed and built for a market 
gardener on a two-acre site facing south towards 
the Pentland Hills. 

Construction: 12 in. cavity walls, harled and washed 
with cream Snowcem on exterior. Interior plastered. 
Artificial stone ashlar was used on exterior up to 
ground-floor cill level on south elevation. Roof was 
covered with red Rosemary tiles carried on 5 in. by 2 in. 
rafters covered with 3 in. sarking felt and battened. 
The ceilings were plasterboard with a skim coat. 
Timber floors were carried on 6 in. by 2 in. joists 
covered with { in. tongued and grooved boarding. Water 
is heated by solid fuel boiler and an immersion heater. 


LIVING ROOM. 13-0"s 
DINING ROOM . 13°-6" 


KITCHEN 13-0” * 


ground floor plan 


10 ° 


a 





Cost: The area of the house is 1,062 sq. ft., and the 
cost per sq. ft. was 52s. As remeasured, the total cost, 
including drainage, paths and excavating was £2,770, 
a decrease on all trades of nearly £40. These figures 
included for approximately 7 ft. of underbuilding at 
north side. The basement thus formed is used by the 
client for growing mushrooms. 

Firms associated with the work are: 

Contractors: Excavator, brick and mason: R. Banks and Son: 
carpenter, joiner and glazier, Ford and Torrie, Ltd.; roof tiles 
and roughcaster, George Riddell, Ltd.: plumber, S. G. Mackie 
and Co.: plaster, W. C. N. Holland, Ltd.; painter, J. C. Rolland, 
Ltd.: electrical, William J. Fraser: wrot-ironwork, Waddell 
Bros. The photograph is by E. R. Yerbury and Son. 


BEDROOM 1 13-0" * 127 
BEDROOM 2. 13-0" » B8- 


! H) BEDROOM.3 I!-0" x 7-0 
/ y 


eo 
e-a-8 





first floor plan 
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SOCIETIES 
RIBA 


Notes from Council Minutes 


TINHE following notes are taken from the 
minutes of the RIBA Council meeting 
held on October 11. 

APPOINTMENTS OF 
1IVES. 

Council of the British School at Rome: 
R. E. Enthoven (F), in succession to 
Anthony M. Chitty (F). Note: The other 
representative is P. G. Freeman (F). 

West Midlands Advisory Council for 
Technical, Commercial and Art Education: 
Alan Young (F). 

Regional Advisory Council for Higher 
Technological Education, London — and 
Home Counties: J. S. Walkden (F), in suc- 
cession to Thomas E. Scott (F). 

International Conference on Non- 
Destructive Testing of Material: RIBA 
Representative to attend Informal Meeting 
convened by Institute of Physics to discuss 
Resolutions passed at Conference: Professor 
W. N. Thomas (F). 

Plumbing Trades National Apprenticeship 
Council: W. A. Gutteridge (F) for year 
beginning September 1, 1955—reappointed. 

Federation of Malaya Board of Architects: 
V. S. van Langenberg (L), President of the 
Federation of Malaya Society of Architects, 
in place of A. O. Coltman (L), for three 
years beginning January 1, 1956. 

Croydon Technical College Advisory 
Committee on Building: J. Kenneth Hicks 
(P). 

Institute of Builders: Board of Buiiding 
Education: R. E. Enthoven (F), Vice- 
Chairman of the Board of Architectural 
Education. 

Meeting to Consider Formation — of 
Regional Productivity Committee for Lon- 
don: Howard V. Lobb (F) and E. D. Mills 
(F). 

The Honorary Corresponding Member- 
ship. Letters of acceptance of, and thanks 
for the Council’s nomination for election as 
Honorary Coresponding Members were re- 
ceived from Mr. Clair W. Ditchy, Immediate 
Past-President, and Mr. Edmund R. Purves, 
Executive Director of the American Insti- 
tute of Architects. 

Record of Past Secretaries,  RIBA. 
Approval was given to a proposal for a per- 
manent record of past Secretaries, RIBA, to 
be carved upon the wall in the Entrance 
Hall of the RIBA building. The follow- 
ing names will be recorded: C. L. Eastlake, 
1871-1878; W. H. White, 1878-1896; W. J. 
Locke, 1897-1907: Sir lan MacAlister, 1908- 
1943. Prior to 1871, the Royal Institute 
had no permanent ful!-time Secretary. 

The South-Eastern Society of Architects: 
Formation of Maidstone Chapter. Approval 
was given to a proposal by the South- 
Eastern Society of Architects to form a 
Maidstone Chapter. 

RIBA Dinner, 1956. It was agreed that 
it would not be practicable to hold a Recep- 
tion at the RIBA during 1956 as the re- 
building programme for No. 68, Portland- 
place would seriously inconvenience cloak- 
room and other facilities. It was therefore 
decided to hold a dinner. The date and 
place are yet to be settled. 

Bequest by the late Cyril Farey (F). The 
Council received a water colour of the 
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Maisons Lafitte by the late Mr. Cyril Farey 
(F) which he had bequeathed to the Royal 
Institute. 


SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH YORKS 
ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS 
President's Address 


G HEFFIELD, South Yorkshire and District 
: Society of Architects and Surveyors held 
their first general meeting of the session at 
Sheffield University on October 13. In his 
address, the president, Mr. H. A. HIcxson, 
FRIBA, of Doncaster, said that he thought 
it was a “ vain hope” to think that the con- 
temporary type of building was just a phase 
which would disappear. ‘One feels there 
is endless scope, but that the movement 
is being hampered by too few motifs, by 
fashions and tricks following too closely on 
each other’s heels, and there is too much 
impatience shown.” 

He expressed himself disappointed with 
Sheffield’s new buildings. “ With the excep- 
tion of a few buildings by multiple firms 
on the Moor in the so-called traditional 
styles, not very inspiring, and two large 
blocks in a semi-modern manner, which 
certainly do not impress me, Sheffield 
appears to have lagged behind other bombed 
cities.” 

Mr. Hickson said that the city’s archi- 
tects were not to blame. They were capable 
of better work than that and there was 
great hope for the future. 


[AAS 


London and Home Counties’ 
Luncheon 


Branch 


PPE London and Home Counties Branch 

* of the Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors held their annual 
“October” luncheon at Grosvenor House, 
WI, on October 19, with the chairman of 
the branch, Mr. F. J. Meekins, FIAS, 
FIArb, in the chair. 

The toast of “the Branch and the Asso- 
ciation’ was proposed by Mr. H. A. R. 
BINNEY, CB, director of the British Stan- 
dards Institution, who said that if the Chan- 
cellor’s target of doubling our standard of 
living in the next 25 years was to be attained 
it would necessitate a very high rate of 
building progress in industry, commerce, 
education and housing. In this the labour 
“gap” could only be filled by an increase 
in professional skills—‘* by adding brain- 
power to manpower” and by depending 
more and more on standardisation, simpli- 
fication and specification. 

Industrialisation of the building industry, 
Mr. Binney continued, was likely to increase 
in future even faster than in the last ten 
years, and the architect’s work of co-ordi- 
nating ready-made components would 
become more and more important. Indus- 
trialisation had come to stay in the industry, 
but we should, he said, control its growth 
with the brakes of experience. 

Mr. F. J. MEEKINS, who responded, spoke 
of the increasing need for bringing the pro- 
fessions of architecture and surveying 
together. He also said that if it was desir- 
able for the registration of architects to con- 
tinue surely it was equally desirable that 
registration of surveyors should be _ intro- 
duced. 
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Sik ALFRED Bossom, Bart, MP, FRIBA 
who proposed the toast of the guests 
referred to the harmful effects of the higt, 
cost of building, which was jnevitahj, 
reflected in the prices of manufactures. on | 
the export trade. What cou!d we do abou 
it? The first thing, he said, was to get rij 
of rings and restrictive practices throughout 
the building industry, and he hoped that 
the Board of Trade would take the matte 
firmly in hand as “we can’t have these 
rings. 

Three other “ prongs of attack” on high 
building prices were suggested by §) 
Alfred: for architects to make their clien 
make up their minds what they wanted ip 
their buildings at the outset; to make owner 
pay for their jobs promptly, and here oj 
course Government departments and loca 
authorities were some of the wors 
offenders; and to deal with “all this nop- 
sense of permits ”’—there ought to be on 
or at the most two, authoritics to approve 
or disapprove a new bui'ding _ project 
£1,800m. was spent on building last year 
and he suggested that the cost could be cut 
by 10 per cent. if these three things were 
carried out. 

Sirk THOMAS BENNETT, KBE, FRIBA. 
FRSA, who responded, had some pungent 
things to say on the consequences of full 
employment. It had, he said, led to an 
“amazing change of jobs,” but there came 
a moment when “changing jobs as a hobby” 
was detrimental to the economic machine 
as a whole. There were now, he thought, 
two categories of employees. First, those 
with a high standard of public service and 
duty to their iob, who in many cases were 
not paid a salary in proportion to their con- 
tribution to the country as a_ whole, 
Secondly, in many cases mediocre men were 
paid too much. We would have to pay the 
better man more and find some means of 
disciplining the second category. He added 
that he would like to think that the best 
brains were at work on a solution of this 
problem, which was much more seriou 
than was generally realised. 

BRITISH 


ROYAL SOCIETY OF 


SCULPTORS 


Inaugural Reynolds-Stephens 
Memorial Lecture 


TINHE inaugural Reynolds-Stephens Memo 

rial Lecture was given by Mr, Rupert 
GUNNIS at a meeting of the Royal Society 
of British Sculptors on October 18. This 
lecture has been founded in memory of the 
late Sir William Reynolds-Stephens, a tor 
mer president of the society, and will be 
given annually on some aspect of British 
sculpture. 

Mr. Gunnis, author of the * Dictionary 0 
British Sculptors from 1660-1851,” gave 4 
brief survey of the chief sculptors who wer 
working during that period, i.c., from thé 
time of Grinling Gibbons and Francis Bird 
who are best known for their work 
St. Paul’s Cathedral, to Samuel Joseph (wht 
died in 1850) the sculptor of Wilberforce 
that splendid statue in Westminster Abbe} 

The lecture showed how good Englis 
sculpture of the seventeenth to the nite 
teenth century could be, the sculptor bein 
not only the designer of the monument, but 
also the builder and the mason. 
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Frank Lotz Miller. 


Photos 


View from the air. Below: 


Layout of penitentiary as it will be completed. 


LOUISIANA STATE PENITENTIARY, ANGOLA, USA 


CURTIS & DAVIS, Architects and Enginczers 


CARY B. GAMBLE & ASSOCIATES and WALTER E. BLESSEY, Consulting Engineers 


R. P. FARNSWORTH & Co., ATLAS CONSTRUCTION CO., 
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“WE shape our buildings, and 
afterwards they shape us.” 
Sir Winston Churchill’s remark made 
of the Houses of Parliament is no 
iess true of the penal settlement, 
In Great Britain we are paying a 
high price for out-dated prisons, 
and not only in operating costs that 
are higher than necessary; even 
more important is the effect that 
overcrowded and dismal institu- 
tions have upon what is_ to-day 
regarded as the chief aim of our 
penal system—rehabilitation and 
reformation of the criminal. 


Great Britain is not alone in her 
legacy of old prisons; the United 
States of America also has_ her 
problems, and none more so than 
in the State of Louisiana, where 
riots, which began in the State 
Penitentiary at Angola (a collection 
of seven shack camps in a bend of 
the Mississippi river, with the be- 
haviour standards to be expected 
where as many as 500 men were 
jammed in a single room in filth 
and depravity) focused public atten- 
tion on conditions in penal estab- 
lishments in the United States, 
into which two-thirds of the inmates 
find their way back within five years 
of release. 

The new Louisiana State Peniten- 
tiary at Angola has set a new stan- 
dard for America, not only in archi- 
tecture, but in that within one 
economical establishment is offered 
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MAXIMUM CUSTODY BLOCK 
Above: Plan of reception and 
visiting block (A on key plan). 
Left: Outside cell block (C on key 
plan). 
Below: Plan of outside cell block. 
The control cabinet is for operating 
sliding grille doors to cells. 
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VOCMOM A-A TNrOUGN the 
school and library. 
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MINIMUM CUSTODY BLOCK. 
The same type plan is used in medium custody 


block (Hon key plan). 
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metal louvrests 





View and half-plan of dormitory 


block. 


what progressive penologists have 
long pleaded for: facilities diversi- 
fied and flexible enough to make the 
confinement fit the criminal.  All- 
cellblock prisons in the USA are 
expensive (up to $15,000 per inmate). 
Medium- and minimum-security bar- 
racks usually cost from $3,000 to 
$10,000 per man. Angola combines 


all three security grades for under 
$3,000 a man, *and at the same time 
offers its new Warden a chance to 
separate his men into many groups 


* Total cost : $7.5 m., including housing for 
2,300 to 2,800 inmates, all facilities shown 
on the layout plan, plus a nede-by administration 
building, an initial 41 new houses for guards and 
their families, and conversion of the best existing 
camp to a women’s institution. 














ft \ 


Cross-section of block. 


for specialised treatment. The 
relatively few (10 per cent.) who 
require heavy discipline or isolation 
get solitary confinement in outside 
or inside cells. All the rest will 
live in the same basic dormitory 


unit, a 37 ft. by 104 ft. room, 
11 ft. 4 in. high, with adjacent 
locker and washrooms. This unit 


is economically repeated four times 
to form a cloverleaf, which in turn is 
repeated four times in the fenced 
medium-security compound, and six 
times in the minimum security area. 
This gives the Warden 40 separate, 
small (60-man) dormitories in which 
he can classify up to 40 graduations 
of prisoner groups by age, behaviour, 
race and common interests to reduce 
friction, bad influence—and __ the 
urge to escape or riot. He can set up 
or take down partitions, as prison 


needs fluctuate, to turn some of 
these shells into units devoted to 
honour rooms, squad rooms. or 


cubicles for inmates who need or 
merit more privacy. 

Construction: Lift slabs, used in 
standard 54 ft. widths for almost all 
buildings, are proving a major 
economy, and construction is so 
simple that four of the cloverleaf 
units are being built by inmates from 
the old camps near by, at less than 
70 per cent. of normal contract costs. 
Floor slabs are raised 3 ft. for dryness 
and all pipes and wires are hung 
underneath, eliminating expensive 
trenches and future maintenance. 
Layout permits reduction of the 
present 400-man guard force to 175 
trained civil service guards, 50 of 


727 








BUILDER 





October 28 1955 

























































































































































metal grille 



































| F fey; te 7 The dining halls and kitchen 
Fiesesten ! AE ae B (E on key plan). Left: Long 
5. worpoadegadee:tog ++-4-4+4+ ‘ . 
tele es Pte | Diorio | COT and cross sections. — Below: 
if cw 7 iepme ‘brave a ™ evince ome 9, 
te. — SSAA — — STAM Orejec 3 ae. ww G ° Lio Floor plan. 
Longitudinal Section A-A 
Pi ft sscaaeiees aig » 
i t MB AMCESSESS CRON 2 ae 
v ~ Tree 
Cress Section 8-8 - - - - 
metal grille 
wer T rarmpdn e railin “arch roof line over ~ramg dn ¥ “ 
SCREENED ! a cpipe ona —— | 
PORCH iy WALK e a 
_ = 7 + t wT 
NIFORMS DIS = 
v WASHING [— ] 
ovens | * 
INMATE TOILE Hee 
) |preao] LOCKERS 5 DINING HAL ' 
— -MINIMUM CUSTODY VESTI~p 
; BULE 
a } } 4 
BAKERY | KITCHEN 
band Oo 
milk |STEWA a 
— BR cig | a - " 
oo x o * aaa a * e # - 
; : ovens > <Z \ cere 
eer “TPOTE PAN WSS ais rere |, {WHITE 
] STORAGE |! Hic pee | a Sine of suspended ceiling 
STAFF 7 ——— 
Aid—mear VEG KITCHEN ~——_$ 
A PREPARATION | | A 
|SCULLERY| STAFF Aer 
| | DINING ck 
H -MEDIUM CUSTODY VESTI 
R ns: BULE 
REFRIGERATED ry - > kmetal 
MEAT © VEG SCREENEDI LOUNGE grille 
STORAGE PORCH JTRASI a l 
garbage cpors . J 
wis. == P — 
REFRIG | COVERED SCREENED sont ot WALK 
EQUIPMENT PLATFORM PORCH eo - 
a romp dn —» ——— 
i C 








tober 28 1955 


Syd 











October 28 1955 THE BUILDER 












ae 
+ 4,4 bent plate ang! 
% 45 - metal strap = . qe/ P hi 
2 ae ee anchor = eae <~ metal Sade 
LAY esos om 4 w w 
Grip [3 weld masonry line below sill 
screen ——p 
anchor screws +4 
alilng ] y” 
screen—+—i| ow 2! bars at 4'ccs d 
—— Ll ene = 
a —— 2x8 clip — 


Grille/Window Mullion 


a) “Np 


Intersection 
rh 24x % flat bar 


Herr ; 
oh ; He -2 4x8 flat bar 
O~—°2 bars at 4ccs th ( 









Head Jamb 


@ 





729 


NS > 


ty 


metal dir Q 
window 7 LS ©; 4 wall 


tension jf $ Ppeeeerereeeyy OED 
screw A| rq 4 % 
iz Em Cf +, } 
od ay anchot} 

|| ‘t_screws 


Li I WS?" contingeus 


—— 


oeee| channe 


12 


caulk ee a; 
ps cy ad H--4 50:8 > 
if we tees 2 "exp 
$e pre 
7 , ¥ 4 r yy by joint 
| . 7 . A bg 
! 


Expansion Joint at Window 
eet ce 

















anchor screw -y4 
q 
LL. Wi ° tiz2-4 metal eer qs 
a... : K 1g 'B y oe 
8 plate clips stp weld hinge oly, p strap anchde® \? a i 4 
+9 P| A M1] 7 Bh. o 
jline of concrete sigb I concrete i! Hh 
Ly screen — + $9 
i : : ’ 1 block — | “sbaset late 
ann tits «i Section at Typical Grille Corner mac + -g ti shhiP 
ars at 4ccs i : j 
J ~ " Side Jamb Expansion Joint at Masonry 
, e » °. . 
metal anchorl.. Sa * Wall and Steel Column 
oe : * ° screen i 
te 
line of concrete slob ihe weld d 
hy a - floor slab, ¢ 
r : : eae. 
concrete curb ; <r we «22° Scale in Inches 
’ “e+ ° 2 4 6 8 10 12 4 16 @ 20 


Section at ee mt ttt tt ttt 





« >} metal _ | 
anchor | Masonry Wall Section at Floor 
‘Vertical Section 


Miscellaneous details of grille, windows, etc., in dining hall. 


itchen 
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Selow: 


whom cover the prison and all out- 
side work details at peak hours. 

Well-centralised facilities at the 
new Angola include: 

A 76,000 sq. ft. dining hall and 
kitchen, divided into medium and 
minimum security and staff sections, 
with a large warehouse and vegetable 
cannery behind. 

An education - administration 
building directly across from the 
dining hall, with eight classrooms, a 
library (10,000-book capacity), offices 





























Interior of dining hall. 
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for chaplains, instructors, classifiers 
and newspaper. 

A reception building with open, 
lobby-style visiting room for 60 
family groups, locker and wash- 
rooms for guards. 

An industrial compound for book- 
bindery, furniture and garment shops, 
sheet metal plant (auto licence 
plates, road signs and other State 
needs). Off site, soap and paint 
factories may be added to the present 
meat-packing plant. Farming is 
being revised so that the prison can 
live almost entirely on its own pro- 
duce and supply other State institu- 
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tions as well. New industry and 
agriculture will provide inmates with 
useful, healthy activity, vocational 
training and pocket money, and could 
eventually make Angola as much as 
75 per cent. self-supporting. For the 
moment, the maintenance goal is 
$2 per inmate per day. Most older 
prisons have to spend at least $3 a 
day to approach Angola standards. 

The Federal Prison Bureau Direc- 
tor is Mr. James Bennett. The archi- 
tects and engineers, Messrs. Curtis 
and Davis, were assisted by the 
Prison Bureau’s senior architect, Mr. 
Robert D. Barnes. 


LOUISIANA STATE PENITENTIARY, ANGOLA, USA 
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News of the Week 


rIBA INAUGURAL MEETING 


AT the RIBA general meeting on 
‘3° November 1, the President, Mr. 
cH. Aslin, CBE, will deliver his in- 
augural address for the Session. The vote 
af thanks to him will be proposed by the 
Hon. David Bowes Lyon, Lord Lieuten- 
ant of the County of Hertfordshire, and 
seconded by Sir William Acland, Bart. 

During the meeting, Mr. Aslin will pre- 
sent the London Architecture Bronze 
Medal for 1954, together with a diploma 
to Dr. Leslie Martin, MA, Architect to 
the London County Council, in connec- 
tion with the award which the jury made 
in favour of the Ackroydon Estate, 
Wandsworth. Mr. W. G. Fiske, chairman 
of the LCC Housing Committee, will 
receive a replica of the medal on behalf 
of the London County Council. Brief 
speeches will be made by Dr. Martin, 
Mr. Fiske and a representative of the 
contractors—Mr. W. L. Marchant, 
director of Tersons, Ltd. The presenta- 
tion of the diplomas for the award in 
Town Planning will also be made to Mr. 
A. G. Sheppard Fidler, MA, BArch, 
AMTPI, and to Mr. Frederick Gibberd, 
CBE, MTPI. 

It will be recalled that in the spring of 
this year Mr. C. H. Aslin was elected an 
Honorary Fellow of the American Insti- 
tute of Architects. He was unable to 
attend the convention at Minneapolis, at 
which the certificate was to have been 
presented, and it has now been arranged 
for Mr. Ralph Walker, past-president of 
the American Institute of Architects, to 
present it to him at the inaugural general 
meeting. 

CITY ARCHITECT’S POST 

THE Court of Common Council of 
the City of London, meeting at Guildhall 
on October 20, declined to appoint a City 
Architect. The recommendation was 
referred back to the officers’ and clerks’ 
committee by 71 votes to 24. A spokes- 
man of the City Corporation told The 
Builder that this does not mean that the 
proposal is “dead.” The officers’ and 
clerks’ committee will now proceed to 
draw up a further report on the matter, 


IN THE DESIGN of this 
petrol filling station pro- 
posed on the corner of 
Bexley-road and Crown 
Woods Way, Eltham, 
SE9, care has been taken 
to make the station har- 
monise with the surround- 
ng residential property. 
A car showroom has been 
Incorporated together with 
lubricating and greasing 
bays, and quarters for a 
resident manager. Mat- 
erials will be ved hand- 
made pantiles, with brown 
sand-faced bricks forming 
the gable walls. The archi- 
tect is Mr. J. Kennedy 
Hawkes, FRIBA. 
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which will in due course be submitted 
to the Court of Common Council for its 
approval. The post will not be advertised 
until the proposal receives the Court’s 
approval. 

An amendment to appoint a planning 
architect to control the town planning 
department and be the means of liaison 
between that department and architects 
and developers and all authorities in- 
volved in the reconstruction of the City 
received little support. Mr. Douglas S. 
Young, who moved it, said that a plan- 
ning architect of strong personality was 
essential. 

NEW CITY POLICE STATION 

Tue City of London Corporation have 
approved the appointment of Mr. Donald 
H. McMorran, FRIBA, 14, North 
Audley-street, WI, as architect for the 
proposed new Gresham-street police 
station. A maximum cost of £300,000 has 
been fixed for the scheme, which will be 
erected on the site bounded by Gutter- 
lane, Goldsmith-street and Wood-street. 
It is hoped that building operations will 
commence by 1958. 

LCC DEPUTY ARCHITECT 

THE London County Council, at its 
meeting on Tuesday, agreed to a recom- 
mendation that Mr. Frank George West, 
ARIBA, at present Senior Architect in 
charge of the general division of the 
Council’s Architect’s Department, be pro- 
moted Deputy Architect to the Council at 
a salary of £2,750, rising biennially by 
£250 to £3,250. 

Thirty-one applications were received 
in response to advertisements for the 
appointment, a position which has re- 
mained unfilled since Dr. J. L. Martin 
was promoted in November, 1952, to be 
Architect to the Council. 

Mr. West, who is 45, joined the Coun- 
cil’s service as Assistant Schools Archi- 
tect in December, 1950. He was pro- 
moted to his present position as head of 
the general division, which carries a 
salary of £1,775 by £100—£2,075, on 
February 1, 1954. Prior to joining the 


Council’s architectural staff Mr. West was 
one of the six area architects in the ser- 
vice of the Middlesex County Council. 
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He had been in private practice—as 
articled pupil and as a qualified assistant 
—for nine years before entering the 
Middlesex County Architect’s Depart- 
ment in 1937. 

Mr. West served during the war with 
the Royal Engineers, ending his service 
with the appointment of Staff Officer, RE 
(Major). 


TALKING CRICKET 


IF THE NEXT BEST THING to playing 
cricket is talking cricket, the annual din- 
ner of the RIBA Cricket Club, to be 
held at the Architectural Association, 34 
Bedford-square, WC1, on November 11, 
should be a cheerful occasion for mem- 
bers and such fortunate guests as can 
secure themselves an invitation. Dinner 
at 7.15 p.m., will be preceded by the 
annual general meeting at 6.15 p.m., 
when the president, Mr. P. W. Adams, 
will take the chair and officers will be 
elected. It is a loss to the club that that 
most stylish bat and all-round cricketer, 
Basil Smyth, has announced his intention 
of retiring from playing. He has been 
a tower of strength to the XI for many 
seasons as player and hon. secretary and 
will be missed. The club has had a suc- 
cessful season and still has room for 
keen cricketers, who should write to the 
hon. secretary at “ Staunton,” The Drive, 
Chorley Wood, Herts. 


AA THEATRE GROUP PLAY 


THE Section AA Theatre Group 1s 
shortly to present “ Nightmare Abbey,” 
a frolic by Thomas Love Peacock, drama- 
tised by Anthony Sharp, at the Twentieth 
Century Theatre, Westbourne-groye, 
Notting Hill Gate, W11. 

There will be three performances, on 
Friday, November 11, at 7.30 p.m. ; and 
on Saturday, November 12, at 5 p.m. 
and at 8 p.m. Tickets, price 5s. 6d., 
4s. and 2s. 6d., from the box office: 
Architectural Association, 34 Bedford- 
square, WCI. 


THE RIBA JOURNAL 


CONSIDERATION is being given by the 
RIBA to the appointment of an assistant 
editor for the journal. The intention is 
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that the candidate appointed shall serve 
for a few years as technical assistant 
editor with a view to succeeding the pre- 
sent editor on his retirement. While it is 
desirable that a candidate should be a 
qualified architect this is not essential, 
but he should have a reasonable know- 
ledge of building techniques both new 
and traditional and the ability to write 
good English. A qualified architect if 
appointed to the post would not be per- 
mitted to undertake private architectural 
practice. 

Any member or student interested 
should write to the secretary, RIBA, 
giving a brief outline of his qualifications 
and experience, asking for further par- 
ticulars and stating his age. 


GLASGOW SALARY SCALES 


THE salary scale of the Glasgow City 
Architect has been increased by £1,000 
a year, from £2,000-£2,500 to £3,000- 
£3,500, under an award of the Industrial 
Disputes Tribunal. Other Glasgow Cor- 
poration officials on the same scale as 
the City Architect who benefit similarly 
are the City Assessor, the Director of 
Education and the Transport Manager. 
The City Engineer and the Water En- 
gincer have their scale increased from 
£2,000-£2,250 to £3,000-£3,250 under the 
award. 

EDUCATION FOR MANAGEMENT 


THe LMBA’s annual Education Con- 
ference is to be held this year in Apothe- 
caries Hall, Blackfriars-lane, EC4, and 
the Minister of Education, Sir David 
Eccles, has agreed to open it. It takes 
place on the afternoon of Friday, Novem- 
ber 11. As craft apprenticeship has been 
very fully considered at previous con- 
ferences, it has been decided that the 
theme of the conference this year will 
be Education for Management. Mr. H. J. 
Shelley, CB, OBE, Chief Inspector for 
Technical Education at the Ministry of 
Education, is to give a short address on 
the National Certificate and Diploma 
Scheme, and Mr. D. A. G. Reid, Principal 
of Brixton School of Building, is to speak 
on the Sandwich Course at Brixton. 


AUSTRALIA CUTS BUILDING 


THE FIRST instalment of the Australian 
Government’s proposal to cut its works 
programme by £A10,000,000 has been 
announced in Parliament by the Minister 
of Works, Mr. Kent-Hughes. He said 
that among items to be struck out of 
the programme were the proposed federal 
offices in Melbourne, civil aviation works 
and the commencement of the laboratory 
for the atomic energy commission in 
Sydney. There wou!d also be a slowing 
down of the building programme for 
television. The Government has taken 
this action because of the shortage of 
Jabour and building materials. 

OTHER COUNTRIES’ ROADS 

AN EXHIBITION of photographs of 
roads, bridges and garages from all over 
the world will be held this autumn in 
the Great Hall of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers. It will be opened by the 
Minister of Transport, Mr. John Boyd- 
Carpenter, on November 7, and will then 
be open to the public from November 8 





THE BUILDER 


to 18, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Sunday 
excepted), 

The photographs will show what is be- 
ing done in other countries to prevent 
congestion on the roads; new and re- 
designed roads, involving bridge con- 
struction (motorway flyovers as well as 
road-bridges over water and railways), 
through roads in cities and the provision 
of parking garages. Pictures are drawn 
from all countries of Europe as well as 
the Dominions, the USA, South America 
and Asia. They provide striking evidence 
of the scale of work being done, not only 
by large and wealthy countries such as 
the United States, but also by countries 
both smaller and poorer than ourselves. 
Some of the most interesting photo- 
graphs are those which show solutions to 
the problem of through-town traffic: the 
urban motorway is a feature of many 
cities in Europe as well as America, and 
One impressive exhibit is to be a model 
of the re-designed city of Munich with its 
through and ring roads. 

The exhibition is being organised by 
the Institution of Highway Engineers, the 
Pavings Development Group (Concrete 
and Soil-Cement) and the Joint Com- 
mittee on Structural Concrete (represent- 
ing the Prestressed Concrete Develop- 
ment Group, the Cement and Concrete 
Association and the Reinforced Con- 
crete Association). 


OXFORD-STREET STORE 


Work has now commenced on phase 1 
of rebuilding the John Lewis departmen- 
tal store in Oxford-street. The value of 
this phase of the contract is of the order 
of £1m., and comprises the erection of 
a multi-storey building faced in Portland 
stone, having a structural steel frame and 
reinforced concrete floors. The store will 
have three basements, which will go down 
to a depth of about 38 ft. below Oxford- 
street. The architects are Messrs. Slater, 
Uren and Pike, the engineers being 
Messrs. Hurst, Peirce and Malcolm, and 
the quantity surveyors Messrs. Rider, 
Hunt and Partners. Messrs. Rush and 
Tompkins, Ltd., are the contractors. 


BUILDING SURVEYOR EXAM 


AT THE RIBA examination for the 
office of building surveyor under local 
authorities, held on October 12, 13 and 
14, six candidates presented themselves 
and the following were successful: W. F. 
Kerr; J. M. B. Baffoe-Bonnie; and P. L. 
Teale. 


EARLY GEORGIAN CHURCH 


Hoty Trinity Cuurcu, Leeds, which 
it is planned to demolish, was said by 
Mr. Ronald S. Shapley, FRIBA, the 
Leeds architect, to be the only remain- 
ing early Georgian building of any 
importance in the city, when the 
Thoresby Society visited it recently. 

The plan to demolish the church 
and sell its valuable site in Boar-lane 
was criticised by members of the Society, 
and Mr. Joseph Sprittles, vice-president, 
said it was a city church for city people 
and he hoped the Bishop of Ripon would 
appoint another incumbent. Mr. Sprittles 
said the church was built for £4,963 
between 1722 and 1727, and added, 
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“ That any man could think of destroying 
this church is beyond my comprehension, 
To destroy this lovely building would 
be nothing short of vandalism, especially 
when so many Leeds people find within 
its walls a fount of spiritual refresh- 
ment.” 

The scheme for demolition was sus- 
pended when the Church Commissioners 
called for a comprehensive survey of the 
needs of the city before proceeding with 
the scheme. 


THETFORD HOUSING PLAN 


A PLAN to build 1,500 houses in seven 
years, to accommodate 5,000 of London’s 
overspill population, has been approved 
in principle by Thetford Borough Coun- 
cil, Norfo!k. 
Norfolk 


Local Government and 


County Council. 
RESEARCH APPOINTMENTS 


to 


THE Lord President of the Council has 


appointed Professor P.M.S. Blackett, 
MA, FRS, Professor of Physics, Imperial 
College of Science and Technology, and 


Mr. H. Douglass, General Secretary of | 


the Iron and Steel Trades Confederation, 
to be members of the Advisory Council 
for Scientific and Industrial Research as 
from October 1. Mr. J. Crawford, Pro- 
fessor T. R. C. Fox, and Sir George 
Thomson, retired from the Council on 
September 30, on completion of their 
terms of office. 


BoT APPOINTMENT 


Mr. DEREK WALKER-SMITH, QC, has 
been appointed Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Board of Trade in succession to 
Mr. Donald Kaberry, who recently re- 
signed from the post on his appointment 
as vice-chairman of the Conservative 
Party. Mr. Walker-Smith is well known 
in the building industry for his advocacy 
in planning appeals and other cases affec- 
ting the industry. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


The London practice of Messrs. Brewis & 
JACKSON, quantity surveyors, and the Croydon office 
of Mr. J. L. Jackson, ARICS, have now been 
amalgamated into offices at 52, North End, Croydon 
The firm would be glad to receive trade catalogues 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, October 27, 1855 


Bury.—The local Workhouse Building 
Committee met Mr. Holmes, the archi 
tect, on Wednesday before last, as 10 
alleged errors in the erection of the work: 
house. The guardians alleged that the 
beams intended to support a belfry were 
much too heavy, and that others, one: 
fourth the strength, would have sufficed 
Mr. Holmes, in explanation, asserted thal 
the plan of the turret had received the 
approval of the Board, and the beam} 
had been made stronger than otherwis 
because the walls were not of sufficiet 
strength to bear the additional weight B 
He believed that if the alteration pr 
posed by the guardians were to be carrie? 
into effect, the building would be down 
in twelve months. Some of the poll 
complained of, the architect attributed 0F 
the blunders of the guardians themselv® 
and he refused to give up the work oF 
others who might be incompetent. 


The scheme will be sub- | 
mitted to the Ministry of Housing and | 
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CONCRETE AND 
STRUCTURAL FORM 


(Continued from page 720) 


especially the Turin exhibition hall) said: 
It is with the utmost diffidence that I am 
presuming to say anything at all amidst 
guch a galaxy of engineering talent. 1 
always feel that an engineer who has an 
innate sense of architecture, by developing 
that sense could probably, without very 
great difficulty, become a possible architect. 
Unfortunately the reverse is not so true. 
For my own part—and | am sure | speak 
for a great majority of architects—however 
much homework I did, there was always the 
insuperable barrier of those sums. 

Turning to more technical things, the 
point which has interested me more than 
anything else this evening is the wonderful 


in the handling of concrete by the elimina- 
tion of the timber shuttering. In the years 
to come that will be the particular contribu- 
tion he has made. He has made, as we 
saw, an entirely different thing of concrete. 
One could see the lines of force that one 
gets with iron filings and a magnet suddenly 
appearing in concrete—an entirely different 
conception—and I think it is probably 
this discovery of his—I speak again as 
a layman in the face of engineers—that 
has given the intense liveliness that all his 
buildings have, and has really opened up the 
way for the full scope that is the maturity 
of genius. 

[hope I shall not introduce any discordant 
note when I do point out the danger of 
accepting too literally the fundamental 
truths that have been brought out in his 
paper. As Mr. Arup has already said, we 
are not all Professor Nervi’s and the lesser 
brethren are hardly likely, necessarily, to be 
successful by the same methods. I think, 
carried too far, the engineering economy of 
which he spoke may eliminate colour, tex- 


ture, and all the tactile qualities of 
materials which in themselves are not 
necessarily economical or particularly 


efficient, but which do give some of the out- 
standing qualities to buildings; and of 
course he is speaking of the real giants— 
buildings where structure is of the most 
Vital significance, and I am sure Arup was 
hoping that someone would develop the 
points about formalism, which apply much 
more to smaller than, perhaps, more struc- 
tural buildings. Again, in the search for 
the utmost economy of structure and effi- 
ciency one does not have to think of the 
building next door, of which the wretched 
architect has to think only too hard. 

The competition-tender, I think, is 
obviously more than a device just of organ- 
sation. The resulting integration of engi- 
neer, architect and builder does produce the 
refinement of quality of structure we have 
seen. I have practised architecture for quite 
4 number of years, but I am sure I have 
got quite a long way further in my own 
work since I have tried to build my own 
house, with my own hands. 


A QUESTION OF CALIBRE 
_ L suppose that the real difficulty which is 
in all our minds is to find people of suffi- 
cient calibre to work in the way which we 
have heard. It must place the most terrify- 


, Ng responsibility on any committee, not 


only to have to judge which is the lowest 
tender—which is often a very difficult thing 
to decide—but also which is the best design 
and which, of a series of tenders, combines 
the best of both worlds. I think that such 
a difficulty Is greatly increased in England 
y the non-critical client of public opinion. 
— Newby then read a contribution from 
: mF. SAMUELY: My interest is equal 
oth for the description of his work, and the 
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very concise reference to those problems 
which comprise the relationship between 
architecture and engineering. But there is 
one point I would like to take up—the ques- 
tion of the architectural expression of struc- 
ture. Professor Nervi has stated very 
definitely that the outward appearance of 
the good building cannot, and must not, be 
anything but the visible expression of an 
efficient structural or constructional reality. 
I do not agree, however, that this can be 
followed to the full, and Professor Nervi 
may have been misled into making such a 
definite statement by two facts. 

The first fact is his own personality; he 
is so much an architect as well as an engi- 
neer that, when he designs a structure, his 
gift for architectural expression is such that 
it influences his design to the extent that 
the ideal combination is a natural outcome, 
and this we do not expect from the average 
or, indeed, prominent engineer, who is more 
concerned with the calculation than with 
appearance. 

The second point is that Professor Nervi 
has designed mainly large buildings of one 
shell, and these are the type of buildings of 
which his statement is possibly correct. 
“Not so with the buildings of the smaller and 
more complicated nature. In buildings such 
as schools, hospitals and factories, for 
manual functions, of which the structural 
stabilities are the chief concern, the struc- 
tural system is an entity of its own and 
is dealt with as such, but the architect has 
to deal with the building as a whole and 
often, in fact, the relationship with a group 
of buildings. In some cases it may be a 
legitimate act on the part of the architect 
to suppress the structure completely. 

On the other hand, taking an exhibition 
hall and a railway station, the interest may 
spread primarily from the function, because 
it incorporates the main part of the building, 
usually the whole building. Professor 
Nervi’s statement, as I said, is probably 
correct when dealing with such buildings. 


EFFECTING ECONOMY 


With regard to the question of economy 
in building, I feel that this can invariably 
be achieved if the visible expression and 
the structure are in harmony. The struct- 
ture may have to be suited to the visual 
expression, but this is so much better than 
cases where space and money are wasted 
in order to hide the structure. This destroys 
the relationship between cause and effect, 
and is very different from the building 
described by Professor Nervi. I do not 
think that economy is necessarily of prime 
importance, though it has to be practised 
in most cases. It was invented by man, and 
is one of the few things that he did not 
copy from nature. The idea that nature 
should always be the dictator is misleading, 
and we often have faith in the functional 
expression as most economical. History 
can teach us to the contrary; when we look 
back on the architecture of the past we can 
see that the rapid progress made with availa- 
bility of materials strained to the utmost 
functional development and visible expres- 
sion. The tendency today is that we are 
spending more and more on finishes to a 
building, and one does not know how far 
that is going to go. It might even be said 
that the visible expression function of the 
building is a sign of strain, and the reverse 
a sign of relaxation. 

I would also like to refer briefly to Profes- 
sor Nervi’s suggestions for architectural 
education. I do agree with all the senti- 
ments expressed by him, and that it is 
important that an architect should have 
adequate training in engineering so that he 
can understand the engineer’s problems, but 
at the same time there are so many difficul- 
ties which have to be overcome that it is 
understandable that there is reluctance to 
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give a full training in architecture and engi- 
neering to one person. The field is so vast 
today that only a person who is unusually 
gifted can master both. Much could be 
achieved, however, if architects, engineers, 
and the leaders of the contracting world 
could be taught to speak the same language, 
so that they could understand the elements 
of each other’s activities. We are very far 
from this in this country; from my impres- 
sions of Continental countries, including 
Italy, it is the same there. 

I also feel it extremely important that all 
those who are creating the building trade 
should share their studies for a certain 
period before branching out as specialists, 
but this has been said so many times before 
that it is high time it was put into practice. 


“THE NEW GOTHICIST ” 


Mr. E. D. MILLS: Some years ago, just 
after the war, someone invented a rather 
unpleasant phrase which they used in rela- 
tion to new and rather stodgy buildings 
erected in this country, and they called them 
“ buildings of the new tradition.” Buildings 
so described were on the whole primarily 
unpleasant and rather dull, and the sugges- 
tion was that this type of dreary building 
was in fact the true follow-up of the tradi- 
tional building of the past. As an architect 
I think that is largely nonsense, because I 
believe tonight we have seen the perfect 
example of true traditional building. 


I have often wondered what Gothic 
builders would do if they were presented 
with present-day problems and present-day 
materials and techniques. I think I am 
subject to correction in this by both Mr. 
Arup and many other engineers here, but 
I myself feel that if those Gothic builders 
were given the opportunities and materials 
today they would build very much the kind 
of buildings we have seen on the screen 
tonight. If you can recall to mind the 
interior of such buildings as King’s College 
Chapel, Cambridge, there is an incredible 
family likeness between such a building and 
much of Professor Nervi’s work. 


Another great similarity, to my mind, is 
of course the method of execution. The 
Gothic builders designed and built, they 
designed and built experimentally; they 
often built until the thing fell down because 
it was too thin, or too daring, and then 
they constructed it a bit tougher the next 
time. I think as much as anything else it is 
that approach to building that produces the 
results that we have seen, and so I would like 
to hail Professor Nervi as the New Gothic 
Architect, and as the true traditionalist. 

There are two questions which I hope 
Professor Nervi will be able to answer later 
on. First, how does Professor Nervi get 
this sort of finish to reinforced concrete? 
Most of our contractors seem to regard con- 
crete as a rather haphazard mixture of water, 
cement, sand and pebbles, and generally 
speaking, much too much water. How do 
these very fine finishes and very beautiful 
clean lines get built into the job? 


Second, I am most interested in the dome 
structures we had shown to us, and I should 
be interested to know how they are water- 
proofed. Many of the designers of light 
domes in this country have had trouble in 
waterproofing their structures. 


Lastly, can I add my plea to that of the 
other speakers for the early collaboration of 
architect, engineer and builder? May I say, 
as an aside almost, that it is not necessarily 
a fact that all works of builder-designers are 
the same as Professor Nervi’s. One has 
seen a good deal of building work done by 
builder-designers, and most of it is pretty 
frightful. I think Arup made the real point: 
that at the head of the organisation one 
needs a Nervi. I do not think there are 
enough to go round, but perhaps we can 
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train some to follow. But I am keen on this 
architect, engineer and builder collabora- 
tion, and I would like to underline that 
point that has already been made, in that 
connection, and suggest—unfortunately the 
suggestion will not be much use here, but 
at least we can carry it to other fields—I 
suggest that not only the architect and engi- 
neer are important at the early stage of the 
job, but the builder as well, so that they all 
three come in at the ground floor, and start 
at the same time, and all three can work on 
the problems and produce the solutions that 
they desire. 

I am intrigued by Arup’s idea of quality 
surveyors. 1 should like to know where 
they are going to be trained, and who 
decides whether they are to be elected as 
Associates, or as Fellows. That is an 
intriguing idea. 


RESPONSE TO DISCUSSION 


Dr. Morice (for Professor Nervi): We 
has been asking Professor Nervi to reply 
first to a question from Mr. Samuely— 
which particular building which he has con- 
structed has given him the greatest plea- 
sure? Professor Nervi says it is extremely 
difficult to answer such a question. In some 
way he thinks in the future he will do better 
in other buildings. Sometimes one has 
given him more _ pleasure; sometimes 
another. Each has been extremely intriguing 
in the solution of the problem. 

Professor Nervi wishes to make the point 
about Mr. Samuely’s comment on the func- 
tionism, structural functionism, of architec- 
ture. When he talks of the fact that archi- 
tecture should be structurally right and 
pleasing, and should show its structural 
form, he is talking of large structures; it is 
on those that he says structural form must 
come through to the architecture, and not 
necessarily in the smaller job. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We have learnt from 
Professor Nervi that in structures of suffi- 
cient size for them to be prominent, a true 
solution of the structural difficulties leads 
to quite exceptional beauty if they are 
handled by genius such as his. 


THE STRENGTH OF CONCRETE 
STRUCTURES 


Forthcoming Symposium 


A SyMposiuM on the Strength of Concrete 
Structures is to be held at the Institution of 
Civil Engineers, Great George-street, Lon- 
don, SWI, from May 16-18 next, organised 
by the Cement and Concrete Association in 
conjunction with the Joint Committee on 
Structural Concrete. 


In recent years considerable attention has 
been paid to the ultimate strength of rein- 
forced and prestressed concrete structures, 
and already, in some countries, the stage has 
been reached where the design code incor- 
porates methods based on ultimate condi- 
tions, and it is expected that these methods 
will be incorporated in British codes. It was 
therefore felt that a symposium on this sub- 
ject would be of considerable value, particu- 
larly to designers; it would afford an 
opportunity of reviewing and putting on 
record the present state of knowledge in 
this field, and would also afford an oppor- 
tunity for research workers and practising 
designers to meet and discuss their mutual 
problems. The final session will deal with 
practical design problems. 

Details of the provisional programme may 
be obtained from the Cement and Concrete 
Association, 52, Grosvenor-gardens, SW1. 
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OBITUARY 
Sydney Howard, LRIBA 


WE MUCH REGRET to record the death, on 
October 14 in hospital, of Mr. Sydney 
Howard, LRIBA, Architect to the Schools 
division of the London County Council. He 
was 57. Mr. Howard, who, previous to 
assuming responsibility for educational work 
under the Architect to the Council, had been 
for many years on the housing side, had had 
a wide experience in local government work. 
He was a founder member of the Inter- 
national Building Study Group, of which he 
was hon. secretary. He was a Fellow of the 
Ancient Monuments Society, of which he was 
London area secretary. He served in the 
1914-18 war with the London Rifle Brigade, 
and for the whole of the late war was chief 
heavy rescue officer for the borough of Ken- 
sington. His genial character and admini- 
strative ability will be greatly missed by his 
colleagues and friends. 


J. A. Paton Walker 


THE DEATH, on October 23 at the age of 50, 
of Mr. J. A. Paton Walker brought to an end 
the notable help he had given since 1945 at 
the National Federation headquarters in in- 
dustrial relations generally and especially in 
the fields of education and research. He was 
rightly proud of ‘“ The Survey of Technical 
Education in the Building Industry,” pub- 
lished by the NFBTE in 1951, and of his part 
in the pioneer work concerning the organisa- 
tion of training of General Foremen. Dur- 
ing the war he was a Principal at the Minis- 
try of Works, having previously practised as 
a solicitor in Glasgow. A man of wide cul- 
tural interests he took an active part in the 
fostering of many of them, ranging from the 
fine arts (sculpture, painting and book pro- 
duction) to the Ballet Group and the Middle- 
sex County Cricket Club. 

Remembering his enthusiasms and _ his 
valiant struggle with ill health, his former col- 
leagues and many others in the industry will 
share in deep sympathy for his wife and 
family. 


VEHICLES IN HOUSING AREAS 
AA Symposium Planned 


THe Councit of the Architectural Asso- 
ciation feels that the subject of “ The Prob- 
lem of Vehicles in Housing Areas” is of 
immediate importance, and is also one on 
which ideas have not yet been formulated. 
A whole day’s symposium has, therefore, 
been planned from 10 a.m. until 5.30 p.m., 
on November 16, with intervals for lunch 
and tea. 

Papers written by the speakers will be 
circulated in advance to those attending, and 
in order to stimulate discussion they will 
also be given verbally at the meeting. 

As accommodation is limited it may not 
be possible for members to bring guests, and 
the booking list will close on November 2. 
A ballot will be held if the list is over- 
subscribed and in this event guests will be 
precluded from attending the symposium. 

The following papers will be given and 
the chairman will be Mr. Richard Sheppard. 
FRIBA, AADipI.(Hons.): “ Engineering and 
Traffic Implications; Use of Car or Public 
Transport,” by Mr. Colin Buchanan, BSc. 
AMICE, AMTPI; “ Sociological Considera- 
tions,” by Miss M. B. Willis, BA; ‘“ Archi- 


. Holloway and Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, 
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tectural Implications, Particularly Concerp. 
ing New Towns,” by Mr. Lionel Brett, MA, 
FRIBA; “Management and _ Financial 
Return; Maintenance; Administration, etc,” 
by Mr. C. H. Dodson, AALPA, Housing 
Superintendent, Coventry; and “ Architec. 
tural Implications, particularly concerning 
Medium and High Density Housing,” by 
Mr. A. G. Sheppard Fidler, MA, BArch, 
FRIBA, AMTPI, City Architect, Birming. 
ham. 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
APPOINTMENTS BU REAU 


NFBTE to be Conference Hosts 


THE Nationa] Federation of Building 
Trades Employers will act as hosts to the 
annual conference of the Public Schools 
Appointments Bureau which is to be held in 
London on January 6 _ next. Th! 
president of the NFBTE, Mr. Harvey G. 
Frost, OBE, will preside at the morning 
session of the conference when Mr. Laurence | 


in indicating the openings the building 
industry offers to pubjic school and grammar 
school boys who normally leave between 
the ages of 16 plus and 18, will give a brief 
general picture of the organisation of the 
building industry, outline the methods of 
entry into the industry and the ways and 
means of making contact with prospective | 
employers. They will also suggest the type 
of youth who is likely to make a successful 
career in building. 

Copies of the Federation’s booklet 
“Careers in Building” will be in the hands 
of the members of the conference. 

After an informal luncheon, members of 
the conference will continue, and some films 
on the building industry will be shown. 


ADVICE FOR BUILDERS 
NFBTE Service Ready to Help 


Tue Advisory Service for the Building 
Industry is now ready to undertake surveys 
for building firms, whether or not they 
are members of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers. Fees will 
arranged in each case. 

The service was set up by the NFBIE 
in 1954 to advise firms in the building 
industry on the use of such managemétt 
techniques as costing, work study, silé 
organisation, bonus schemes and mechanis 
tion. A grant for starting the service Wa} 
received from American Conditional Ail [ 
funds. 

The staff of the service, who have had 
previous experience in the industry, have 
been trained by professional consultants " 
management techniques on the sites and i! 
the offices of building firms of different siz 
doing various types of work in all parts 
Great Britain. They are now ready to adv 
builders on how to reduce costs and increas) 
output. : 

Building undertakings requiring advice ") 
any aspect of their activities should there 
fore write (or telephone) to the Advis0! 
Service at 82, New Cavendish-street, Londo 
WI (tel.: Langham 5236). An appointmel 
will then be made for a preliminary 
cussion at which a date will be fixed J 
a visit to study the problem in detail. "y 
written report will normally be submit!) 
and help can be given in adopting ™ 
recommendations made. : 
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LCC REVIEW OF RENTS 


Increase Recommended for Housing 
Estates 


RECOMMENDATIONS were before 

the London County Council on 
October 25 to increase the rents for about 
170,000 of the 175,300 dwellings provided 
by the council in London and the suburbs 
in January by amounts varying from Is. 
to 5s. a week, the average being about 
3s, 6d. a week. This is to meet the greater 
cost of repairs and renewals. 

The proposals also include the intro- 
duction later of a charge for lodgers on 
the basis of 2s. 6d. a week for a lodger 
and 5s. a week for a family of two or 
more, including a married son _ or 
daughter and family. 

Mr. W. G. FISKE, chairman of the 
housing committee, stated at a Press con- 
ference at County Hall on October 20 
that the housing committee had discussed 
the question of differential rents and re- 
jected it as it was not considered to be 
a practicable scheme. 

Mr. I. J. Haywarpb, leader of the 
council, said that the costs of building, 
repairs and management continued to rise 
and more than offset the extra income re- 
ceived on rents since the last review three 
years ago. 

He said: “The amount required to put 
the repairs and renewal fund on a sound 
basis would bring the total additional rate 
subsidy up to £2m. unless rents were 
raised. The housing and finance com- 
mittees have come to the conclusion that 
there must be increases in rents sufficient 
to bring an additional revenue to the 
housing account of about £1,800,000.” 


COMMITTEE’S PROPOSALS 


MR. FISKE explained the committee’s 
proposals to meet the situation. He said 
that it was necessary to separate the 
dwellings built before 1919 from those 
built since. He pointed out that there 
was no Exchequer grant or statutory 
state subsidy for the pre-1919 dwellings; 
the cost of repairs and renewals was 
higher for those older buildings; and until 
recently the pre-1919 dwellings were sub- 
ject to rent restriction control. 

He continued: “ First, we have decided 
to set aside £25 instead of £18 a year per 
dwelling for repairs and renewals in the 
case of all post-1919 houses and flats. 
Second, we propose an increase in rents 
for most, but not all, post-1919 dwellings 
by amounts averaging about 3s. 6d. a 
week and ranging from Is. to 5s. a week. 
This will bring in just over £1,500,000 a 
year. Third, we propose increases in 
tents for all pre-1919 dwellings by 
amounts averaging about 3s. 8d. a week 
and ranging from 1s. 6d. to 5s. This will 
Produce additional revenue of about 
£94,000 a year. Fourth, we propose that 
the council should introduce, with some 
Important exceptions, a small charge for 
lodgers on the basis of 2s. 6d. a week for 
one lodger and 5s. a week for a family 
of two or more, including a married son, 
or daughter, and family. This charge 
will apply in respect of dwellings built 
before as Well as since 1919. The revenue 

om this source is estimated at just 
under £240,000 a year. 


“The total additional revenue en- 
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visaged by these proposals thus amounts 
to £1,834,000. The average net rent for 
post-1919 dwellings including the pro- 
posed increases, will be 19s. 10d., com- 
pared with the average cost (including re- 
pairs and renewals, management and 
debt charges) of 30s. 8d. a week. The 
difference (10s. 10d.) will be met out of 
public funds. The comparable figures 
after the last review of rents were 15s. 3d., 
24s. 2d. and 8s. 11d. It is proposed that 
the increases in rent shall operate from 
January 2, 1956. As regards the charge 
for lodgers, a date has yet to be arranged 
as it will take some time to obtain the 
information needed to put the charge into 
operation. 

“On the score of repairs and renewals 
the pre-1919 dwellings do not call for 
comment since the £24 a year we are 
already setting aside is at present 
sufficient. But these account for only 54 
per cent. of the council’s tenancies. The 
£18 a year per dwelling we have been 
setting aside for the other 944 per cent. 
has proved insufficient to cover outgoings 
from the repairs and renewals fund. The 
balance has fallen from over £2,600,000 
to a little over £1,435,000 in three years— 
equivalent to a drop from £19 to £9 a 
dwelling. The reserve is equal to less than 
six months’ expenditure on repairs at the 
present time, and unless something were 
done the fund would be exhausted within 
two or three years, 

“We have looked ahead for the next 
five years or so, bearing in mind first, that 
it would not be safe to assume that wages 
and the cost of materials have reached 
their peak; second, the extra cost of 
maintenance arising from the increasing 
age of property—this applies particularly 
to some 87,000 dwellings built between 
the wars; third, the greater cost of main- 
taining dwellings of post-war design with 
their better standards. 

“We consider that the increase of £7 
in the amount set aside for the repairs 
and renewals fund will be sufficient to 
cover expenditure on repairs for the 
next five years or so and restore the 
balance in the fund to a more satisfactory 
level. 


RENTS EXPLAINED 


“In increasing rents of about 161,600 
of our 165,600 post-1919 dwellings, we 
propose to adopt three separate scales. 
The first will range between 1s. 6d. for a 
one-room dwelling to Ss. for a five or six- 
room dwelling; the second will range be- 
tween ls. and 3s. 6d.; and the third 
between Is. and 2s. 6d. The scales will 
be applied accordingly to existing rent 
levels at each estate, the general nature 
of the estate and its surroundings and the 
amenities and services provided. On some 
of our newer estates where rents are 
higher than normal, there will be no rent 
increases. 

“As regards our 9,700 pre-1919 dwel- 
lings—which became de-controlled in 
February this year and for which there 
are not government grants—there has for 
long been a consistent and heavy 
deficiency. For 1955-56 this is estimated 
at £177,000. We are not, however, pro- 
posing to increase rents by the full 
amount — averaging 5s. a week — 
authorised under the Housing Repairs 
and Rents Act, 1954; but we think it 
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equitable to make an average increase 
of 3s. 8d. a week. Individual increases 
will range from 1s. 6d. a week for a one- 
room dwelling to 5s. for a five- or six- 
room dwelling. 

** In recommending charges for lodgers, 
we have borne two considerations in 
mind. First, that where there are lodgers, 
the household income is higher since a 
lodger can be expected to pay towards the 
cost of his shelter. Second, that occu- 
pation by more than one family means 
more wear and tear. We have no reliable 
information about the number of tenants 
affected by our proposal. But we esti- 
mate roughly that there are 6,000 lodgers 
and 15,000 married sons and daughters. 
The important exceptions to which I re- 
ferred, and where no lodger charge will 
be made, are—single members of the 
family, whether or not they are wage- 
earning, elderly parents (over 65 years of 
age) living with their children and other 
members of the family under 65 if they 
are not wage-earning.” ; 

In replying to questions Mr. Fiske said 
that these proposals had not taken mto 
account increased loan charges, and he 
pointed out that the committees could not 
speculate about future government action. 


HOUSING LONDON’S 
OVERSPILL 
Progress Under the Town Development 
Act 


A REVIEW of the progress made by the 
= London County Council in the dis- 
persal of population from the County of 
London under the Town Development Act, 
1952, was before the Council at its meeting 
on Tuesday. Extracts from the report, 
which was prepared jointly by the housing 
and town planning committees, are given 
below. 

The problem. Because of the increasing 
scarcity of suitable land for housing 
development within the County of London, 
the process of providing homes for Lon- 
doners in housing need may be gravely cur- 
tailed if sites cannot be made available 
beyond the county boundary. Under. the 
LCC’s Development Plan, as approved by 
the Minister, the number of people for 
whom accommodation is required outside 
the county is estimated at more than 250,000 
and the target for industrial decentralisation 
is set at 400 acres. 

New towns. In the eight new towns in 
the Home Counties, the proportion of 
houses Jet to families from the County of 
London increased from 26 per cent. as at 
December 31, 1953, to 28.5 per cent. at 
December 31, 1954 (when the total was 
5.853 houses out of about 22,000 lef). Hf 
the present proportion remains constant, 
75,000 more people are likely to go to new 
towns from the county. 

Expanded towns—agreements concluded. 
Agreements to receive Londoners under 
schemes of town expansion have been con- 
cluded with Swindon, Wilts (10,000), Bletch- 
ley, Bucks (5,000), and Daventry, Northants 
(3,000). 

Freedom to negotiate. At the time of the 
last report on this matter to the Council— 
February, 1955—the Minister was prepared 
to agree in principle only to a very limited 
number of town expansion schemes in which 
the LCC could participate and had indicated 
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four towns—Ashford, Basingstoke, Letch- 
worth and Peterborough—to which priority 
in discussion should be given. In June the 
Minister stated that he would have no objec- 
tion to continued negotiations with four 
other towns—Bury St. Edmunds, Thetford, 
Haverhill and Huntingdon. 

Following further representations against 
restriction on negotiation, the Minister has 
now agreed that the LCC is at liberty to 
negotiate in a wide area extending roughly 
south-east of a line from the Wash to the 
Solent. 

The county councils in the area mentioned 
by the Minister have been asked for infor- 
mation on towns suitable for expansion in 
their area and invited to a discussion at the 
London County Hal]l on November 18. 

Negotiations in progress. Negotiations. 
offering varying prospects of agreement, are 
already taking place with the following 13 
towns: Aylesbury, Grantham, Letchworth, 
Thetford, Haverhill, Bury St. Edmunds, 
Huntingdon, Luton-Dunstable district, Ash- 
ford, Peterborough, Basingstoke, Kettering 
and Wellingborough. It is hoped that 
among these towns arrangements will be 
made to take 47,000 Londoners. 

New proposals. If all the schemes referred 
to come to fruition, additional schemes will 
still be required to deal with overspill. The 
Minister is therefore being asked: (i) To 
approve any scheme which can be agreed 
with Grantham, Kettering and Welling- 
borough, although outside the Wash-Solent 
sector, and (ii) To create a new town under 
the New Towns Act, 1946, specifically 
planned for receiving overspill from the 
County of London and with a corporation 
on which the Council would be strongly 
represented. 

Further powers required. A warning is 
given that the re-occupation of vacated 
industrial premises and unchecked immi- 
gration of people into London may defeat 
the objectives of town planning policy and 
frustrate the work being done on decentra- 
lisation. The Council has allocated £250,000 
in 1955-56 for the relocation of industry. 
but money for this purpose is limited. The 
housing and town planning committees con- 
sider that the Minister should continue to 
be pressed : — 

(i) For an increase in the grant payable on 
the loss on acquiring industrial premises : 

(ii) To give some control over industrial 


premises at least to the extent necessary to 
secure planned re-occupation ; 


(iii) For the control of vacated residential 
roperty from which the occupants have 
en rehoused at public expense; and 


(iv) For greater co-ordination between 
Government departments on overspill matters 
and speedy Government decisions on schemes 


of expansion. 
LCC 


Proposed New Legislation 


AMONG a number of new legislative pro- 
posals which the General Purposes Com- 
mittee brought before the Council at its 
meeting on Tuesday was a proposal to 
empower all Metropolitan Borough Councils 
to require the provision of adequate means 
of artificial lighting of common staircases 
in houses in multiple occupation. These 
powers would replace certain by-laws made 
by the LCC under Section 6 of the Housing 
Act, 1936, which ceased to have effect on 
the repeal of that section by Section 11 of 
the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954. 
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South Bank Redevelopment 

THE General Purposes Committee have 
accepted the tender of John Mowlem and 
Co., Ltd. Westminster, amounting to 
£108,019 3s. 2d. for the widening and diver- 
sion of Chicheley-street and part of Belve- 
dere-road, in connection with the permanent 
redevelopment of the South Bank. 


LAW REPORTS 


Fatal Accident: Employers Held Not 
Responsible 
Court OF APPEAL. 


BEFORE LorDsS JUSTICES SINGLETON, JENKINS 
AND PARKER. 


Sumner v. Priestley 


AN appeal by a 42-years-old widow, Mrs. 
““™ Amy Edith Sumner, of Albert-road, 
Swanscombe, Kent, against the dismissal by 
Mr. Justice Oliver at Maidstone Assizes of 
her claim against Robert L. Priestley, Ltd., 
of Albion-parade, Gravesend, for damages 
in respect of the death of her husband, Mr. 
William Harry Sumner (40), was dismissed 
by the Court of Appeal on October 14. 

Mr. Sumner, who was employed by the 
company, was killed on August 11, 1953, 
when he fell from the roof of their factory. 

LorpD JUSTICE SINGLETON said that counsel 
for Mrs. Sumner had submitted that her 
husband’s death was caused by his em- 
ployer’s breach of the ‘building regulations. 

“T am not satisfied,” said his lordship, 
“that the regulations apply in this case. 
Sumner had gone on to the roof to obtain 
something which would have enabled 
guttering to be made and a repair done, 
but I do not think that it is shown that at 
the time of the accident he was engaged 
on repair or maintenance work. He had 
not been told to do any repair and had not 
begun any.” 

Lords Justices Jenkins and Parker agreed 
that the appeal failed. 

Leave to appeal to the House of Lords 
was refused. 


Appeal Against Alleged Negligence by 
Auctioneer Acting as Architect 
Dismissed 

Court OF APPEAL. 


BEFORE Lorps Justices Hopson, 

AND DENNING. 

Wallis v. Cotton 
LLEGATIONS of professional negli- 
gence by an auctioneer acting as archi- 

tect and “ shoddy work” by a builder were 
made in the Court of Appeal on October 17, 
when Mr. Frederick Wallis, of 93, Gilhams- 
avenue, Banstead, Surrey, appealed against 
an order made by Judge Gordon Clark, at 
Epsom County Court, in favour of Mr. 
Leonard William Cotton, auctioneer and 
estate agent, of 35, Malden-road, New 
Malden, Surrey. 

Mr. Cotton had claimed £69 17s. 0Od., 
the balance of fees said to be due in con- 
nection with work carried out by him, as 
architect and surveyor for Mr. Wallis, in 
connection with the building of the house 
at 93, Gilhams-avenue, at a capital cost of 
£1,910. The judge awarded him £34 17s. Od. 

Mr. Wallis, alleging that the architect had 
been guilty of negligence in not properly 
supervising the building work, counter- 
claimed for damages for defects in the 
house. 


Morris 
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The judge held that Mr. Cotton was not 
guilty of professional negligence, and it was 
against his dismissal of the counter-claim 
that Mr. Wallis’s appeal was mainly 
directed. 

Mr. F. HALuis, for the appellant, said that 
when Mr. Wallis employed Mr. Cotton in 
Wecember, 1950, the architect’s fees were 
agreed at £90. Mr. Cotton now claimed 
£35 extra fees for variations in the work 
and £4 17s. Od. out-of-pocket expenses— 
£129 17s. Od. in all. Mr. Wallis had paid 
£60 before the action. The judge did not 
award the extra fees but only the balance 
of the £90 and the expenses. 

Mr. Hallis said that in connection with 
the allegations of negligence, the judge said 
the complaints were that the architect did 
not supervise the building properly and 
allowed the builder to get away with shoddy 
work. Certain matters must have been very 
annoying to Mr. Wallis and his wife. There 
were very few matters where one could 
say the architect had failed. 

The judge also spoke of 20 heads of 
complaint, saying there was evidence of 
“scamped workmanship.” The architect and 
his assistant could have been harder. They 
applied a lower standard than another archi- 
tect might have done, but they were not 
guilty of professional negligence. 

Mr. Hallis said that under the building 
agreement the builder, Mr. George Hillman, 
of Belmont, should have provided the best 
materials and workmanship and have done 
the work to the satisfaction of the archi- 
tect. It was the architect’s duty to see the 
builder did that, to supervise as a watch 
dog and require the builder to fulfil his con- 
tractual .engagements. 

Mr. STEPHEN STEWART, for Mr. Cotton, 
said the true criterion was: Did the archi- 
tect act reasonably or unreasonably in pass- 
ing the work as he did? He submitted 
there was no better judge on that than the 
County Court judge who visited the premises 
and had the faults pointed out to him. 

In his judgment, Lorp Justice Hopson 
said he did not think the County Court 
judge had misdirected himself, as was con- 
tended for the appellant, nor did the judge 
regard the architect as having a dispensing 
power to cut down the standard required 
of the builder. He did refer to shoddy 
work by-the builder and said it might have 
been better, but his lordship did not think 
the criticisms of the judgment put forward 
for the appellant were justified. 

The County Court judge had not found 
the architect had failed in his duties. His 
lordship did not think the judge was wrong 
in taking those views. The question of the 
adequacy of the work, provided the archi- 
tect used his skill and acted reasonably, was 
a matter of fact for the judge, who found 
no professional negligence by Mr. Cotton. 

Lord Justice Hodson said it was clear the 
architect had not gone outside the scope of 
the agreement on the building and was 
reasonably satisfied that what the builder 
had done was according to his directions. In 
his view the appeal failed. ; 

Lorp Justice Morris agreed, saying that 
it had been claimed by Mr. Wallis that the 
house was worth £200 less than it should 
have been. : 

Dissenting, Lorp Justice Dennino said 
that among the defects complained of by 
Mr. Wallis were paraffin stains on tiles in 
one of the rooms, woodworm, and plaster 
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ing and paintwork said not to be as good 
as they should have been. The architect 
drew the builder’s attention to some of 
these. 

The judge had said that because the price 
of the house was low, the builder could not 
be expected to build it in a perfect manner. 

His lordship said that as he read the con- 
tract, if an architect called upon a builder 
to make good defects, the builder should do 
so and the architect had no dispensing 
power. He must hold up the final certificate 
until the defects were made good. 

That was not done, he said. Though the 
builder did not remedy the defects, the archi- 
tect called upon the owner to pay the 
builder. 

Lord Justice Denning said it was the duty 
of the architect to the owner to see the 
builder did the work properly. If he let 
shoddy work pass or work was scamped, he 
did not do his duty. He would have found 
that the judge misdirected himself and that 
his decision on Mr. Wallis’s counter-claim 
was wrong. 

He would have ordered the matter to be 
remitted to the judge for damages. 

The appeal. was dismissed, the appellant 
being ordered to pay £10 of the respondent’s 
costs of the appeal. 


“BATH NOT PROPERLY 
FITTED” 


Plumbers’ Claim Disallowed 


UDGE R. H. NORRIS decided at Dudley 
County Court on October 11 that a 
bath, which the owner said was a replica 
of that fitted in Clarence House for the 
Queen when she was Princess Elizabeth, 
was not properly fitted. He disallowed a 
claim by S. Bodin, plumbers, of New Hall- 
street, Dudley, against Thomas Reginald 
Williams, a motor accessories manufacturer, 
of “The Briars,” Trinity-road, Dudley. It 
was stated that the firm had been paid only 
£5 17s. 6d. of the £21 5s. which was charged 
for the work. 
_ For the plumbers, Mr. W. Turner said 
in June and July last year Bodin’s were 
engaged by Mr. Williams to fix a bath and 
lavatory in a room which was being con- 
verted into a bathroom at “The Briars.” 
After the bath had been fitted, Mr. F. Bodin, 
a director of the plumbing firm, received 
a complaint from Williams that it was too 
close to the wall to allow the wall tiling to 
be done properly. The following day the 
bath was moved in accordance’ with 
Williams’s wishes. Bodin’s presented a bill 
for £25 5s., but were only paid £5 17s. 6d. 
_MR. Wittiams said he had had to pay the 
difference for stripping and retiling the 
walls, and had engaged another plumber 
to complete the work. Mr. Williams told the 
Judge that the bath had cost him £85 and 
was a replica of that fitted in Clarence 
House for Princess Elizabeth. Bodin’s had 
fitted the bath and the lavatory pipe, but 
Neither the panels nor the lavatory basin 
had been fixed. Because the bath was set 
too near the wall, the panels would not fit 
Properly, and at one end a panel was 1} in. 
off the floor. He had to have the wall 
Tetiled and employed another plumber to 
finish the job. 
aement was given for Mr. Williams. 
Pr Norris said he believed Williams in 
at the bath was not fitted correctly. 
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LMBA 


Prizegiving of Medals in Grocers’ Hall 


(THE presentation of the LMBA Medals 

for 1955 to prizewinners was made on 
Monday afternoon at Grocers’ Hall by Mr. 
Andrew B. Foster, Counsellor at the Ameri- 
can Embassy. Mr. Foster deputised for the 
American Ambassador, Mr. Winthrop W. 
Aldrich, who had been called to Paris earlier 
in the day. The chair was taken by the Lord 
Mayor, Ald. Sir Seymour Howard, supported 
by his Sheriffs, and by Mr. L. G. Holloway 
(President LMBA) and Sir F. Handley Page, 
chairman, the City and Guilds of London 
Institute. 

THE MEDALLISTS 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY.—Silver: E. E. Ban- 
nister (Central Electricity Authority), East Ham 
Technical College; bronze: A. C. Rowe (H. 
Fairweather and Co., Ltd.), Tottenham Tech- 
nical College. . 

WoopcuTTING MACHINISTS’ Work.—Silver: 
P. Giles (Bronze Medallist, 1953) (Y. J. Lovell 
and Son, Ltd.), Hammersmith School of Build- 
ing; bronze: A. C. J. Parker (Holloway Bros. 
(London), Ltd.), Brixton School of Building. 

BRICKWoRK.—Silver: K. R. Bonney (John 
Laing and Son, Ltd.), Willesden Technical Col- 
lege; bronze: J. K. Lord (Harry Neal, Ltd.), 
Willesden Technical College. 

Masonry.—Silver: E. F. Bedford (Ashby and 
Horner, Ltd.), Building Crafts Training School ; 
bronze: J. A. Gammon (Trollope and Colls, 
Ltd.), Brixton School of Building. 

PLASTERERS’ WorK.—Silver: A. Foot (Bronze 
Medallist, 1953) (W. A. Telling, Ltd.), Willesden 
Technical College; bronze: no award recom- 


mended. ; 
PAINTERS’ AND DeEcORATORS’ WorK.—No 


awards recommended. 

PLUMBERS’ WorK.—Silver: G. J. MacDonald 
(Matthew, Hall and Co., Ltd.), Brixton School 
of Building); bronze: J. E. Bell (F. G. Minter, 
Ltd.), Brixton School of Building. 

BUILDERS’ QUANTITIES.—Silver (measurement 
of quantities): J. C. Lingwood (Bronze Medal- 
list, 1953) (William Lacey (Hounslow), Ltd.), 
Hammersmith School of Building; silver (analy- 
sis of quantities for pricing): L. Andrews (Lon- 
don Transport Executive—now with J. Lawson 
and Co., Ltd.), Brixton School of Building: 
bronze: T. E. Pearce (H. Fairweather and Co., 
Ltd.), Tottenham Technical College. 

The silver medal is awarded in the final exam- 
ination in each subject, the bronze in the inter- 
mediate. 


CRAFT COMPETITIONS 


Apprentices at the Building Exhibition 


A SERIES of craft competitions for build- 
Si ing apprentices, sponsored by the 
National Joint Apprenticeship Board for the 
Building Industry, will be staged at the 
Building Exhibition which opens at Olympia 
on November 16. The Minister of Works 
has expressed his great interest in, and full 
support for, these competitions. 


The aim of the competitions is twofold 
(a) to stimulate interest in craft apprentice- 
ship; and (b) to bring to the notice of the 
public generally the immense amount of 
work that is being done by education 
authorities in their technical colleges and by 
the building and ancillary industries in the 
field of technical training and education. The 
competitions will be in two grades in each 
craft (1) competitors 18 years or under; (2) 
competitors between 18 and 21 years. Teams 
of apprentices in at least two crafts will be 
‘on the stand on each day that the Exhibition 
is open. First and second cash prizes will 
be awarded in each grade of each craft. They 
will be distributed at Olympia on November 
30. 

Arrangements for the competition are in 
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the hands of a committee, assisted by the 
technical colleges. Members of the com- 
mittee are:-—Mr. D. E. W6odbine Parish 
(Past-President, LMBA), Sir Luke Fawcett, 
OBE (Past-President, NFBTO), and Mr. 
Harry Adams (Past-President, AUBTW). 
The latter is acting as hon. treasurer for the 
Building Apprentices (Competition) Fund. 
The competitions will embrace the crafts 
of carpentry and joinery, brickwork, 
masonry, plastering, painting and decorating, 
plumbing, and wall and floor tiling, and the 
National. Joint Apprenticeship Board nave 
asked the City and Guilds of London Insti- 
tute to co-ordinate the formulation of test 
papers. The Institute have agreed to do this 
and to work in co-operation with the follow- 
ing building craft organisations: the British 
Institute of Certified Carpenters, the Guild 
of Bricklayers, the College of Masons, the 
Plasterers’ Craft Guild, the Painting Craft 
Teachers’ Association and the National 
Association of Plumbing Teachers. 


INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS 


Annual Dinner 


THE annual dinner and dance of the Insti- 
tute of Quantity Surveyors was held at 
the Trocadero Restaurant, London, W1, on 
October 14, the president, Mr. F. Biscoe- 
Taylor, presiding over a large company. 

The toast of “The Institute” was pro- 
posed by Mr. T. E. HALL. ARIBA, principal 
of the City of Liverpool College of Building. 
He said that there still appeared to be an 
attitude of mind in some organisations con- 
cerned with quantity surveying that anyone 
connected with a builder was suspect and 
lacked any professional standing. He be- 
lieved this view to be entirely outmoded, for 
the complexity and magnitude of modern 
building programmes, and the diversity of the 
work involved, called for a very considerable 
amount of team work. The building indus- 
try could never go forward unless all engaged 
within it acted as a team, and their Institute 
was therefore to be most highly commended 
for uniting both sides of the industry. 

“We spent last year, in building and civil 
engineering operations,” said the speaker, 
““something approaching £2,000m. of the 
nation’s capital, and employed a labour force 
of well over a million. It behoves us, there- 
fore, to watch where we are going and to see 
that in the face of the present rising spiral 
of prices, we do not price ourselves out of 
business.” The quantity surveyor had a most 
important part to play in this question of 
cost control, for he could afford much valu- 
able assistance in such matters as the prepara- 
tion and interpretation of site records, costing 
and preplanning. 

THE PRESIDENT said when the purpose of 
the Institute was first made known it caused 
some consternation in the building industry, 
for that purpose was to bring together the 
professional and commercial quantity sur- 
veyor under one roof and to give the com- 
mercial quantity surveyor a_ professional 
status. “I think I can now say,” added the 
President, “ that our aim has succeeded be- 
yond our wildest hopes. From a member- 
ship of three in 1938 the Institute to-day has 
over 2,500 members, and whilst in 1941 
45 candidates presented themselves for ex- 
amination, the number of such candidates 
rose last year to 617.” 
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MoW WINTER LECTURES 
Programme for November 


JUECTURES to be given during November 
in the Ministry of Works winter season 
of discussion-lectures on subjects of interest 


to the building industry are as follows:— 
November 1.—** Thermoplastic Tiling,’’ by J. C 


Parkins, MSc, Research Chemist of Messrs. Marley 
Tile Co., Ltd. Southampton Technical College, 
Albert- road, Southampton. 7 p.m. 


November 1.— Essentials of Good Concreting,”’ 
by E. E. H. Bate, CBE, MICE, etc., Chief Works 
Engineer, MoW. Lecture Theatre, Chemistry Build- 
ing, King’s College, Victoria-road, Newcastle. 7 p.m. 

November 1.—*‘ Emulsion Paints,’’ by H. Bell, 
Technical Officer, Messrs. Smith & Walton, Ltd. 
Bodhyfryd Hall, Chester- road, Wrexham. 7 p.m 

November 2. ——The above lecture will also be given 
at the Co-operative Society’s Lecture Room, Seaview- 
road, Colwyn Bay. 7 p.m. 

November 3.—The above lecture will also be given 
at the Lecture Room, The Library, Caernarvon. 

p.m. 

November 2.—‘‘ Waste Plumbing Fundamentals,’’ 
by F. N. Shimmin, AMICE, FRSanl, etc., Senior 
Sanitary Engineer, MoW. Luton and South Beds 
College of FE, Park-square, Luton. 7.30 p.m. 

November ye. ‘The Weathering and Deterioration 
of Concrete and Cement Renderings,’’ by C. Hobbs, 
BSc., ARIC, Research and Development Dept., 
Messrs. John Laing & rp Ltd., County a a. a 
College, Stafford. 7.15 p 

November 2.—‘‘ The Thermal Insulation of Build- 
ings,”’ by C. J. Haddon, FRIC, etc., Chief Chemist, 
The British Plaster Board, Ltd. Technical College. 
Bury. 7.15 p.m. 

November 3.—‘‘ Prestressed Concrete,’’ by R. W. 
Pearson, AMICE, etc., Senior Structural Engineer, 
Mow. ‘College of Art, 'Green- lane, Derby. 7.15 p.m. 

November 3.—‘* Dry Finished Interiors,’ ’ by H. G. 
Cooper, Building Research Station. Technical ‘College, 
School-street, Wisemore, Walsall. 7.15 p.m. 

November 4,—‘‘ Field Maintenance of Builders’ 
Plant,’’ by J. Stafford, Messrs. George Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd. _East Ham Technical College, Arragon- 
road, East Ham, E6. 7 p.m. 

November 7.—‘‘ Prestressed Concrete,’’ by J. S 
Arlett, Structural Engineer, MoW. Isle of Wight 
Technical College, Hunnyhill, Newport, IoW. 7 p.m. 

November 7.—*‘ Latest Techniques for Electrical 
Installations in Small Buildings,’”’ by J. G. Jessel, 

EE, Engineer, MoW. City College, Ipswich-road, 
Norwich. 7.30 p.m 

November 8.—'‘* Field Maintenance of Builders’ 
Plant,’’ by J. Stafford, Messrs. George Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd. Technical College, Sheepen-road, Coi- 
chester. 7.30 p.m. 

November 8.—‘* Good Practice in Plumbing,’’ by 
R. T. Gillet, AMICE, MRSanl, etc., Senior Sanitary 
Engineer, MoW. Technical College, Southway. 
Bognor Regis. 7 P.-m 

November 8.—‘‘ Vibration in Buildings,’’ by R. J 
Steffens, BSc(Hons)Eng, Building Research Station. 
Technical College, Department of Building, 159, Tad- 
caster-road, York. 7.15 p.m. 

November 9.—*‘ Arbitration in Building Disputes,” 
by Norman P. Greig, Barrister-at-Law, FIArb, 
FRSanl, etc. yap White Horse Hotel, Tavern-street. 
Ipswich. 7.30 p 

November 9. be Problems of Plastering and Render- 
ing,”’ by E. L. Westbrook, Research Department. 


Messrs. George Wimpey & Co., Ltd. Technica! 
College, Cathedral-street, Lincoln. 7.15 p.m. 
November 9.—*“* Soil Mechanics in the Building In- 
dustry,”” by I. K. Nixon, ACGI, I Soil 
Mechanics, Ltd. Municipal College, Victoria Circus, 
Southend. 7.30 p. 
November 9 ‘Manufacture of Plate Glass and 


Armour Plate Glass,’’ by A. Kearns, Messrs. Pilking- 


ton Bros., Ltd. Marine and Technical College. 
South Shields. 7 p.m. 
November 9.—‘‘ The Importance of Moisture Con- 


tent in Timber,’”’ by W. C. Stevens, MA, AMIMechE, 
Forest Products Research Laboratory. Room 1, 
New Technical College, Burton-on-Trent. 7.15 p.m. 

November 9.—‘‘ Emulsion Paints,’’ by G. W. 
Mack, ARIC, AlInstP, etc., Building “er Station, 
Town Hall, Queen-street, Hastings. 7 

November 14.—‘‘ Soil. Mechanics in og “Building 
Industry,’” by I. K. Nixon, ACGI, AMICE, Soil 
Mechanics, Ltd. Board Room, Eastern Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, 95, Tenison-road, Cam- 
bridge. 7.30 p.m. 

November 15.—‘‘ Vibration in Buildings,’’ by R. J. 
Steffens, BSc(Hons)Eng, Building Research Station 
Medway College of Technology, High-street, Chat- 
ham. 7.15 p.m 

November 16.—‘‘ Sewage Treatment,’”’ by R. A. 
Parker, AMICE, AMIWE, MISE, Senior Sanitary 
Engineer, MoW. Carnegie Hall, Public Library. 
Abington-street, Northampton. 7.15 p.m. 

November 16.—‘‘ Modern Paint Developments,”’ 
by J. W. Wilson, Leyland Paint and — Co.. 
Ltd. Technical College, Bolton. 7.15 p 

November 17.—‘* Dry Finished mharious,” ” by H. G. 
Cooper, Building Research Station. Watford Tech- 
nical College, Hempstead-road, Watford. 7 p.m 

November 18.—‘‘ The Repair of Dangerous Build- 
ings,’’ by L. Felgate, ARIBA, AMJStructE. 
District Surveyor for Shoreditch. LCC South-East 
London Technical College, Department of Building, 
Worsley Bridge-road, Lower Sydenham, SE26. 7 p.m. 
November 22.—‘‘ Latest Techniques for Electrical 
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Installation in Small Buildings,”’ 
AMIEE, FIES, Engineer, MoW. Bournemouth Muni- 
cipal College of Technology and Commerce, Shelly 
asia Beechwood Avenue, Boscombe, Bournemouth. 

p.m. 

November 22.—‘‘ Pipes and Pipe Laying,’ by 
N. W. B. Clarke, MICE, MIStructE, AMIWE, etc., 
Building Research Station. Technical College, Great 

Influencing 


Horton-road, Bradford. 7.15 p.m. ‘ 
the 
of Woodworking Machinery,’’ by P. 


November 22.—‘‘ Some _ Factors 
Performance 
Harris, BSc, AMIMechE, Forest Products Research 
Laboratory. Dudley and Staffordshire Technical 
College, Broadway, Dudley. 7.15 p.m. 

November 23.—‘‘ Dampness in Buildings,’’ by J. P. 


by G. A. Wedge, 


Latham, AMlIStructE, DSIR, Building Research 
Station. Demonstration Hall, Gas Showrooms, 
Osborne-street, Grimsby. 7.15 p.m. 


November 23.—‘* Soil Mechanics in the Building 
Industry,’’ by I. K. Nixon, ACGI, AMICE, Soil 
Mechanics, Ltd. College of Technol ogy, Byrom- 
street, Liverpool. 7.15 p.m. 

November 23.. —‘* Programming of Building Con- 
tracts, by C. N. Craig, MA, ARIBA, Building 
Research Station. Technical College, Queen-street. 
Huddersfiekd. 7 p.m. 

November 24.—‘* Essentials of Good Concreting,”’ 
by E. H. Macmillen, BSc, MICE, Superintending 
Civil Engineer, MoW. Gas Board’s -;--guaaaea Town 
Hall Extension, Manchester. 7.15 p 

November 24.—‘‘ The Weurkarinn or Deteriora- 
tion of Concrete and Cement Renderings,’’ by C. 
Hobbs, BSc, MICE, Research and Development 
Department, Messrs. John Laing & Sons, Ltd. 
Technical College, Hopwood- lane, Halifax. 7.15 p.m. 

November 29.—‘* Application of Soil Mechanics to 
Buildings,’”’ by A. L. Little, AMICE, AMIStructE. 
Messrs. Binnie, Deacon and Gourley. South Dorset 
Technical College, Newstead-road, Weymouth. 7 p.m. 

November 29.—‘‘ Protection of Timber Against 
Fungi and Insects,’? by E Nevard, BSc(Eng). 
Chairman, Tectnical Committee, British Wood _Pre- 
serving Association. Cleveland Scientific and Tech- 
nical Institution, Victoria-road, Middlesbrough. 
7 
a 29.—‘* Safety in the ges Industry,”’ 
by J. A. Hayward, Superintending Safety Officer. 


John Laing & Sons, Ltd. Lecture Room, Th ad 
Building, Ashley-street, Birmingham. 7.15 p 
November 30.—‘‘ Preservation of Timber.” * by 


E. H. Nevard, BSc(Eng), Chairman, Technical Com- 
mittee, British Wood Preserving Association. 
Chemistry Lecture Theatre, King’s College, Victoria- 
road, Newcastle. 7 p.m. 


NATIONAL FINANCE 
AND BUILDING COSTS 
FMB Speaker's Warning 


G PEAKING at the annual dinner of the 

Hexham and District branch of the 
Federation of Master Builders, at Hexham, 
on October 21, Major L. KORMAN, a mem- 
ber of the Federation’s national council, said 
that the building industry had _ steadily 
marshalled its resources since the end of 
the war and, in all its many sections, had 
achieved very outstanding results. 

“In spite of increasingly pressing needs 
for our services, however,” he said, “ certain 
policies of national finance—matters over 
which we ourselves have no_ contro! 
whatsoever—now seem likely to enforce a 
reduction in our output. 

“It is important for the public to realise 
the true facts of this situation, because the 
only alternative to divesting the industry of 
labour—and in long-term craft processes 
that would be suicidal—would be a gradual 


penny said: “If we said we would not have 
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slowing down process, which means the job; 
will take longer to complete. In the long 
run that also means still higher costs.” 

An experienced observer of the industry 
had stated recently that there was an over. 


loading factor of at least 10 per cent. at f 


the present time, due to the pressure of 
building requirements. 

They certainly did not want unemploy- 
ment; on the other hand they did not want 
to lose the improvement gradually gained 
in production. In that event they would 
again be criticised as inefficient. 

“The present outlay on building works of 
every kind totals two thousand million 
pounds in a year—every penny spent js 
essentially of value to the nation—and any 
attempt to throw a machine of that stature 
and complexity into reverse gear would be 
folly,” he declared. 

“Unless we keep our buildings up to date 
and in a constant state of repair and main- 
tenance, many other phases of our national 
well-being will go by the board.” 


HOUSING CONTRACT DELAYS 
Councillor's Allegations 


AT A MEETING of Shrewsbury Town 
Council recently, COUNCILLOR J. Overy said 
that delay in getting houses completed was 
reaching the stage where “a contract is not 
worth the paper it is written on.” Speaking 
of the cost of houses he said: “ At Meadows 
Estate there has been an overspending of 
£14,000.” 

Councillor Overy said that 38 houses were 
to have been completed at Springfield by 
July this year, yet up to the time of the 
Housing Committee’s latest report, only 
five had been completed. Of the 321 
scheduled for completion at Meole Brace by 
next month, only 265 were completed. The 
erection of 290 houses at Meadows Estate 
had resulted in an overspending of £14,747, 
he added. Councillor Overy said: “ Wheo 
we get a contract in and it goes before this 
council for approval, we want to know that 
it will be the cost we are going finally to 
have to pay.” He referred to a contracting 
firm which had sub-contracted building work 
at Springfield. ‘“ Not only have they asked 
our permission to sub-contract but they have 
also asked us for more money again.” 

COUNCILLOR Mrs. C. E. THICKPENNY, 
chairman of the Housing Committee, said 
that the committee was very concerned 
about the position. On costs, Mrs Thick: 


anything to do with people who could not 
give us fixed prices we would not get afy- 
thing done at all.” 









A CASE FOR 
HALF-BRICKS ° 


mem A Bexhill correspondent, who 
sent us this photograph of 8 
bay-window under construction 
using halved bricks for the 
outer skin of the cavity wal 
suggests that it would appea 
to justify the commercial pro 
duction of * half-bricks.” It 
would be interesting to hea 
other views on this questio™ 
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POLYSTYRENE PLASTIC 


A POLYSTYRENE moulding material 

known as “ Styron” is now being manu- 
factured by Distrene, Ltd., of Barry, Glamor- 
gan, and marketed by British Resin Products, 
Ltd., Devonshire House, Piccadilly, W1. This 
comparatively low-cost plastics material can 
be shaped into a wide range of light- 
weight building accessories for inside use, 
and has a bright and attractive appearance. 
Its thermal insulation qualities are under- 
stood to be good, and its moisture resistance 
makes this plastic especially suitable for 
use in steam-laden atmospheres such as in 
bathrooms or kitchens. One of its most 
promising applications is in the manufac- 
ture of wall tiles—over 20,000 tons of poly- 
styrene having been used for this purpose 
in the United States last year. Because of 
their low weight, ‘“Styron” tiles can often 
be used where heavier ceramic tiles could 
not be suported. Other uses in which 
this plastic is expected to prove suitable 
include ceiling louvres, door handles, bath- 
room fittings and lighting accessories. A 
high-impact grade is available for applica- 
tions where outstanding toughness is 
required. 


METAL FIXING SYSTEMS 


A useful code of practice and manual for 
light-weight metal fixing systems for build- 
ing linings and ceilings has been issued by 
the Metal Fixing Association. It includes 
design data, anti-corrosion protection mea- 
sures, erection and scaffolding as well as 


specimens of specification and invitation to 
tender. Copies from the Secretary of the 
Association, 32, Queen Anne-street, W1. 


PROTECTIVE COATING 


A water-suspended plastic coating for use 
as a decorative and protective coating on 
concrete, wood and brickwork has been 
introduced by E. S. Hughes (Sales) Co., 11, 
Old Hall-street, Liverpool 3, under the 
name of “Poroseal.” Applied as ordinary 
paint, it is claimed to retain its colour and 
withstand extreme temperatures, grease, 
acid and abrasion. Tests carried out are 
understood to have shown that this coating 
can resist a steam jet of 80 lb. pressure per 
sq. in., and also a temperature of minus 
10 deg. F. for six months. It can be 
applied by brush, spray or roller. 


WINDOWS CATALOGUE 


A new catalogue illustrating their purpose- 
made windows has been issued by John 
Williams and Sons (Cardiff), Ltd., East 
Moors Bank Chambers, Finsbury Park, N4, 
and contains data useful to architects when 
preparing their detail drawings. The 
schemes in which this company’s windows 
have been installed are varied, and include 
the Building Centre, London, the Chartered 
Bank of India, Australia and China at 
Singapore, as well as airfield control towers 
for the Air Ministry. 


WATERPROOFERS 
Two new waterproofing products, known 
as “Brella” and “ Brelkos,” have been 
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SHOWN LEFT is an ex- 
ploded drawing of a new con- 
trol unit for securing sash 
windows, door stays, adjustable 
table legs and extendible bars 
of all types. Developed by 
Slide-Lock, Ltd., 177 Kirkstall- 
road, Leeds 4, it is understood 
to provide automatic locking 
in any position of travel, with 
instant adjustment to new 
positions as required. Its 

principle involves two wedges 
\ held against each other by 
) springs, all operating in a 

channel. When force is applied 
to compress either one of the 
springs (in order to contact 
the inside of one of the wedges) 
the assembly tvavels along the 
channel. As soon as that force 
is released, the springs lock the 
two wedges together again, and 


of the wedges tends only to lock 
\ the unit more firmly. The 
device will be-on view at the 
Building Exhibition, Olympia, 


A. J. Binns, Ltd. (National 
Hall, Stand No. Q303). 














next month, on the stand of 
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introduced by Purimachos, Ltd., Bristol. 
“ Brella” is a liquid waterproofer contain- 
ing silicones, which repel water without 
sealing the treated surface. It does not alter 
the appearance or texture of a surface, and 
may be used on internal or external walls. 
Only one coat is necessary. “ Brelkos” is 
a cement waterproofer in powder form 
which when added dry to the cement before 
mixing gives a greater toughness to the 
final mix to ensure freedom from hair cracks. 


“ETHAN DOWN” EXERCISE 


Ten “ Dinkum Diggers” as marketed by 
Whitlock Brothers, Ltd., Great Yeldham, 
Essex, were used by the Territorial Army in 
their exercise “Ethan Down” held recently 
on Salisbury Plain. Not as yet being 
normal Army Engineer stores, the fleet was 
borrowed from various builders and con- 
tractors in the South of England. All the 
machines were driven under their own power 
to the exercise, and one of them actually 
travelled 70 miles. The normal output of 
the “Dinkum Digger” is about 25 to 30 
cu. yds. per hour, but the rocky nature of 
the ground on Salisbury Plain cut this down 
to about one quarter. In spite of this, they 
were capable of excavating in a short time 
dug-out shelters for brigade and divisional 
headquarters which were understood to be 
proof against heat, gamma-rays and all but 
the most severe blasts. Other work to 
which they were applied included the excava- 
tion of slit-trenches and gun-pits. 


OIL-FIRED BURNERS 


A new range of Kayenco oil-fired boilers 
has been introduced by Frederick Kay 
(Engineering), Ltd., Chesham, Bucks, and 
includes semi-automatic vaporising-type 
burners particularly suitable for private 
houses with outputs ranging from 70,000 to 
90,000 BTU per hour. A further six 
models, rated from 125,000 to 300,000 BTU 
per hour, have fully automatic pressure jet 
burners. Known as the “Hikon” series, 
the boilers have one-piece steel shells 
finished in high-gloss stove enamel in a wide 
range of colours. The 200,000 BTU per 
hour model, fitted with burner and photo- 
electric cell protective equipment, in under- 
stood to have an oil consumption of about 
14 gallons of oil per hour. 


LONGEST LIGHTING STRIP? 


What is believed to be the longest con- 
tinuous strip of interior fluorescent lighting 
tubes in Great Britain has been incorporated 
in the new extension to the works of Claude- 
General Neon Lights, Ltd., at Wembley Hill 
Estate, Wembley, Middlesex. More than 
300 ft. in length, it comprises a series of 
28 “Osram” 20 mm. cold cathode tubes 
in warm white, and illuminates the length 
of the first-floor corridor. This new build- 
ing provides 18,000 sq. ft. of extra floor 
space and accommodates technical offices, 
laboratories, general offices and cloakrooms 
—the main construction being of precast, 
prestressed concrete units to provide clear 
beam-free ceilings throughout. Surmount- 
ing the entrance feature, the company’s name 
is displayed in 2-ft. inverted trough letters 
with gilt faces and red returns, illuminated 
by red fluorescent tubes. The architects 
were J. Stanley Beard, Bennett and Wilkins, 
AA./LL.RIBA, and the building contract was 
carried out by Halse and Sons, Ltd., of 
Woolwich. 
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TRADE NEWS 


BIF ELECTRICAL SECTION 

An electrical exhibition will be staged at 
Olympia, London, as part of next year’s 
British Industries Fair, and is to be held 
from April 23 to May 4. At Olympia there 
will be 100,000 sq ft. of exhibition space 
available for the display of a wide range 
of electrical products, from power station 
and industrial plant equipment to lighting 
and domestic appliances. The decision +o 
transfer the electrical section of the BIF 
from Birmingham to London has been made 
in response to views expressed by large sec- 
tions of the electrical industry. 


USA VISIT 

Mr. M. J. Reaney, general manager of Colt 
Ventilation, Ltd., is on a visit to USA. 
Earlier this year Mr. Reaney made a study 
of the United States market and believes that 
there is a great potential for industrial ven- 
tilation equipment and service in American 
factories. 


PAINT DELIVERY FLEET 

A recent addition to the delivery fleet of 
T. and W. Farmiloe, Ltd., Rochester-row, 
SWI, is a motor-cycle which carries on its 
sidecar two large tins of paint, one of Nine 
Elms emulsion paint and one of Nine Elms 
Farmiloe’s hard gloss. This vehicle is being 
used for express deliveries in the London 
area. 


TV CAMPAIGN 

“Safety in the Home” 13s the theme of 
an ITA commercial film to be shown on 
November 2 and 16, as well as December 
7, as part of the “ Thermovent ” selling cam- 
paign being conducted by E. K. Cole, Ltd.. 
Southend-on-Sea, Essex. The film shows 
children safely playing in front of the heater 
while a commentary briefly notes the 
salient sales points. 


£14M. EXTENSIONS 


A new turbo-blower, costing over 
£750,000, an additional open hearth furnace 
and ancillary equipment, costing £800,000, 
together with an ingot stocking, handling and 
loading gantry complete with seven-ton 
electric overhead travelling crane, costing 
£100,000, are to be installed at the Scun- 
thorpe works of Appleby-Frodingham Steel 
Company, a branch of the United Steel Com- 
panies, Ltd., 17 Westbourne-road, Sheffield 
10. Completion of the project is expected 
early in 1957. 


LESSER-GRADE PLYWOOD 

On a recent visit to Britain to survey ply- 
wood uses in this country for his company, 
Mr. P. H. Brown, plywood market research 
manager for the Seaboard Lumber Sales Co., 
Ltd., Canada, stated that thousands of pounds 
were being wasted in the United Kingdom 
by the use of plywoods which were much too 
superior for the uses to which they were put. 
This he thought was due to the fact that those 
grades previously available to this market 
had been of too high a grade—no others being 
obtainable. Mr. Brown has pointed out that 
Canadian manufacturers can now supply two 
new grades known as “sheathing” and 
“underlay sheathing,” which are unsanded 
panels of lesser grade, manufactured with 
the same phenol formaldehyde bond as used 
for all Canadian Douglas fir plywoods. These 
new grades are intended for the replacement 
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of softwood timber boards for concrete 
shuttering, wherever superfine finishes are 
not required, as well as packing cases, roof 
decking or sarking over which roll-roofings 
and tiles could be applied, lorry boxes and 
industrial pallets. 


1955 COPENHAGEN DISPLAY 


A wide variety of products have been 
shown by Bakelite, Ltd., 12-18 Grosvenor- 
gardens, SW1, at the 1955 British Exhibition 
at Copenhagen. Among the actual applica- 
tions.shown have been samples of corrugated, 
translucent roofing sheet, as well as “ Ware- 
rite ” decorative laminated plastics consisting 
of panels, veneers and veneered board. An 
interesting sidelight on these materials is 
the method by which original designs, water 
colours or notices can be incorporated in 
them for protection against damage, and 
examples of these techniques were shown. 


EXPANDED METAL, ANTARCTICA 
Base-huts, garages and workshops 
anchored to foundations of expanded metal 
will be a feature of the equipment now 
being assembled by both the Trans- 
Antarctic Expedition, 1955-58 and _ the 
Antarctic expedition being organised by the 
Royal Society as its contribution during the 


International Geophysical Year, 1957-58. The , 


Trans-Antarctic Expedition, led by Dr. V. E. 
Fuchs in association with Sir Edmund 
Hillary, plans to cross the whole continent 
via the South Pole. and during the journey 


will collect valuable scientific data. An 
advance party will leave Britain’ in 
November. 


The expanded metal foundations will pro- 
vide what is, in effect, a large “ snow-shoe ” 
for each building. Loose snow will be 
cleared from each site, sheets of expanded 
metal will be laid over a series of timber 
runners and the huts erected on top of that. 
This method of construction ensures an 
even distribution of weight over the whole 
area of each hut, state the Expanded Metal 
Co., Ltd., of Burwood House, Caxton-street, 
SW. 


CYPRUS DEVELOPMENT 


In 1946 the Government of Cyprus em- 
barked upon a ten-year, £10m. de- 
velopment programme and great progress 
has since been made in afforestation, irriga- 
tion and improved farming methods. The 
Government also embarked. upon an island- 
wide electrification scheme—the first stage 
of which is estimated to cost £24m. An en- 
lavged power system for the whole island is 
necessary, and the new scheme will com- 
prise a 70 MW generating station at 
Dhekelia, together with a comprehensive 
distribution system. The first stage, now 
completed, included the building of the first 
part of the power station, and the erection 
of transmission lines to most of the areas. A 
number of British firms were associated with 
this work, including British Insulated 
Callender’s Construction Co. Ltd., 30 
Leicester-square, WC2. The latter were re- 
sponsible for the supply of materials and 
equipment, the construction of transmission 
lines and distribution systems and also the 
installation of power cables in the power 
station. The consulting engineers were 
Preece, Cardew and Rider, and the civil 
engineering work on the power station was 
carried out by Scott and Wilson, Kirkpatrick 
and Partners. Work on stage 2 of the pro- 
gramme is now in progress. 
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“ REPAIRS” AND 
* IMPROVEMENTS ” 


Differences in Law 
From a Legal Correspondent 


UILDERS and_ contractors and 
owners of property generally will be 
interested in the case of Morcom (Grey 
Coat Hospital Governors) v. Campbell 
Johnson and Others (reported in The 
Builder of October 14) because it calls 
attention to the distinction between a 
repair and an improvement. The Gover- 
nors, as the owners of a block of flats at 
Westminster, had within. recent years 
spent £250,000 on work at these pre- 
mises. They claimed that the sum of 
£10,000 represented an improvement and 
therefore they were entitled to increase 
the rent by 8 per cent. of the capital sum 
expended under S.2(1)(a) of the Rent 
Act of 1920. The judge at the Westmin- 
ster county court held that the work did 
constitute an improvement but his deci- 
sion was reversed by the Court of Appeal, 
who considered that it was a repair. 
The work was divided into three sec- 
tions. Some £5,200 had been spent in 
replacing a system of drainage which was 
60 years old and worn out, by a modern 
system. A further £4,600 was expended 
on a cold water supply. Previously each 
of the four flats had its own storage 
system of 80 gallons in the flat but as the 
pipes wore out it was decided that in 
order to make the system good the best 
way was to put a 480-gallon tank at the 
top to supply six flats. The remaining £690 
was expended on the lowering of the 
area adjacent to the flats. The area had 
been, by faulty construction originally, 
an inch or so higher than the damp 
course so that the water might percolate 
into the walls above the damp course 
resulting in dry rot. This was now 
remedied. 


EARLIER PRECEDENTS 


All this work was held to constitute a 
repair. The distinction drawn was this. 
If the work was something new for the 
benefit of the occupier it was an improve- 
ment; if it was a replacement of some- 
thing, i.e., an older system by its modern 
equivalent, that was a repair. Reference 
was made to two cases. In Strood Estates 
v. Gregory 1936, an old-fashioned privy 
which was simply a pit was replaced by 
a modern closet. This was considered a 
new thing and an improvement. In 
Waites v. Rowland 1952, a new concrete 
bed some 9 in. in depth was held to be 
an improvement but not a new tiled floor 
put in in replacement of a wooden floor 
made rotten by damp. This latter was 
held to be merely a repair. 

The interesting point from the land- 
lord’s view is that despite the provisions 
of the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 
1954, it might still be advantageous to be 
able to claim part of the expenditure as 
an improvement. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Expandite, Ltd., announce that Mr. D. E. WEBB, 
FCA, has been appointed a director of the company. 


Geo. W. King, Ltd., Argyle Works, Stevenage, 
Herts, announce the appointment of a new techni 
sales representative for their agricultural and sliding 
door gear products for the West of England. He 
is Mr. L. A. HaRTLESS, who has been with Geo. 
King, Ltd., for a number of vears at their head office. 
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RIBA Form 


THE BUILDER 


of Contract 


SOME LEGAL POINTS 


A PAPER entitled “The RIBA Form 
+“ of Contract: Some Legal Points” 
was delivered by Mr. J. STUART DANIEL, 
Barrister-at-Law, at a general meeting of 
quantity surveyors held at the Royal In- 
stitution of Chartered Surveyors, Lon- 


| don, on October 19. 


The following extracts are taken from 
Mr. Daniel’s paper:— 

From the lawyer’s point of view the 
main purpose of a contract is to define 
in advance the rights and obligations of 
the parties so that when trouble comes 
there is a clear yardstick by which dis- 
putes can be decided. 

From the point of view of the building 
industry the RIBA form of contract is 
much more than that. The lawyers come 
in at the stage of disputes; but architects, 
surveyors and contractors—the people 
who get the work done—are concerned 
with the contract at all its stages, and I 
imagine that one of the beauties of the 
RIBA form from their point of view is 
that it provides a procedure for the ad- 
ministration of the work which experi- 
ence has shown to be fair and sensible 
and which, due to the increasing use of 
the form, is becoming well-known to all 
concerned. A well-known and equitable 
procedure probably reduces enormously 
the number of disputes—or enables the 
architect to nip them in the bud. But 
when disputes do arise, then one has to 
look at the contract carefully to see what 
it means, and when a lawyer looks care- 
fully at the RIBA form there are a good 
many clauses in it which leave him in a 
state of some perplexity. 


THE ARCHITECT’S INSTRUCTIONS 


Clause 1—This clause gives the archi- 
tect very wide powers in the matter of 
what instructions he may give. Balanc- 
ing this is the contractor’s right to claim 
for the expense of complving with these 
instructions. The startling feature of the 
clause, if one compares it with most other 
forms of contract, is that there is no time 
specified within which the contractor 
need claim. At the end of the job, there- 
fore, when he is considering his final 
account, the contractor may review the 
contract as a whole and if he is so 
minded there is nothing to stop him rais- 
ing a claim for something which may 
have happened several years previously. 
He will, of course, to make good such 
a claim, have to show that the expense 
Was not provided for in or reasonably 
contemplated by the contract, and here 
there is a good deal of room for dispute. 
Consideration of what was “ reasonably 
contemplated” takes one at once into 
the territory of implied terms and an 
xamination of the circumstances sur- 
oe the contract, so that eventually 
' € Issue may depend simply on what is 
“a and reasonable rather than on what 
© contract says. This may be a good 
wo Jn many ways—but it is a question 

evidence and argument and certainly 
pe not make for finality. 
* lause 5.—This jis an example of an 
scurity which might give rise to con- 


siderable dispute. “‘ Materials and work- 
manship shall so far as procurable be of 
the respective kinds described in the 
Bills of Quantities. ...” There is no pro- 
vision for what is to happen if the speci- 
fied material is unobtainable. Common 
sense would seem to require that the con- 
tractor should obtain the architect’s 
approval to: some substituted material. 
But the atmosphere is not always one of 
common sense either on the site or in 
arbitration proceedings. 

Clause 9.—This is an important clause. 
It is one of the few clauses in which the 
surveyor is expressly mentioned. The 
framework of the clause is clear. Doubts 
will arise not on the construction of the 
clause but on the character of the work 
and whether it is of similar character or 
is done under similar conditions to that 
priced in the bills. A point which may 
cause difficulty is whether it is open to 
the employer to take the point that a 
variation was not ordered in writing and 
to refuse to pay for it. I do not think 
that he can. It is always open to the 
contractor to request subsequent sanction 
in writing—even at the stage of final 
account; and if the architect refuses to 
give this the arbitrator has full power 
under clause 26 to review the architect’s 
decision. 

Clause 10.—The effect of the clause is 
really to make it a measure and value 
or schedule contract. The rates in the 
bills will apply to whatever quantity of 
work is actually done. Moreover, the 
contractor is entitled to assume that the 
bills have been prepared in accordance 
with the Standard Method of Measure- 
ment, so that if he finds work, for in- 
stance work under water, which ought to 
have been separately billed according to 
the Standard Method, he will be entitled 
to add an item for this to the variation 
account. 


CONTRACTOR'S MAINTENANCE 


Clause 12.—Note that maintenance at 
the contractor’s expense is limited to de- 
fects which are due to workmanship or 
materials not in accordance with the con- 
tract or frost before completion: the 
defects must also have appeared within 
the defects liability period. 

There are several difficulties about this 
clause. It is closely linked with clause 
24 (f), and the first question is whether 
there is any limitation of the time within 
which the architect’s instructions to make 
good should be given. The defects which 
the architect may specify are those 
appearing within the defects liability 
period, and prima facie the architect 
should have a reasonable time after the 
period has expired in which to issue his 
instructions. On the other hand, by 
clause 24 (f) the contractor is entitled to 
a final certificate upon expiration of the 
defects liability period or when he has 
completed the making good under clause 
12. It can well be argued that if the 
period has expired and no instructions 
to make good have been given, the con- 
tractor thereupon becomes entitled to a 
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final certificate. And as soon as he gets 
his final certificate its effect is that stated 
at the end of clause 24 (f), which very 
much restricts the type of defect which 
can thereafter be complained of. The 
best answer to this is probably that in 
the present state of the law a final certi- 
ficate is not conclusive about anything. 
But the position under clause 12 would be 
much clearer if express power were given 
to the architect to issue his instructions 
either within the period or within a rea- 
sonable time afterwards. 


EXTENSIONS OF TIME 


Clauses 16, 17 and 18.—The framework 
of these clauses is clear enough. Time is 
of the essence. Liquidated damages may 
be deducted for delay; but the contractor 
is entitled to an extension of time for 
certain specified reasons which now in- 
clude shortage of labour or materials. 
The contractor is required to notify the 
architect of any event which causes delay, 
but the drafting does not seem to intend 
that this should be a condition precedent 
to the right to have the time extended. 
In fact the deduction of liquidated 
damages is now difficult to justify unless 
it can be shown beyond doubt that the 
delay, or part of it, was due solely to the 
contractor’s inefficiency. This is apt to 
be disputed. It used to be thought that 
if the employer’s right to liquidated 
damages was to be preserved, the archi- 
tect must by an extension, or successive 
extensions, prolong the contract period 
in advance for any valid reasons which 
arose, leaving the period (if any) at the 
end during which damages might be 
deducted: in other words, if he failed to 
give an extension in advance (when 
reasons had occurred which justified it), 
the contract time became at large and 
no damages could thereafter be de- 
ducted. This view was helpful to con- 
tractors since it frequently meant they 
could take as long as they liked. So 
far as the RIBA contract is concerned, 
however, a recent decision has in effect 
enabled an architect to grant an extension 
retrospectively up to a certain date— 
leaving damages to be deducted there- 
after. It follows, I think, that an 
arbitrator can also hold a post mortem on 
the situation and fix the time from which 
in his opinion damages should run. 

Clause 19.—This clause enables the 
employer to determine in certain events. 
The procedure is clear and in an extreme 
case there is no difficulty. But the room 
for dispute is very wide. The first two 
grounds for determination can both be 
challenged by raising the issue of what 
is reasonable, and there is the over-riding 
provision that notice shall not be given 
unreasonably or vexatiously.. This is a 
good example of the complementary 
merits and defects of this contract. Noth- 
ing could be more equitable on the face 
of it than to make everything depend on 
what is fair and reasonable. But it is 
often difficult to foresee in advance what 
an arbitrator or the Court will regard as 
fair and reasonable: so that the very im- 
portant powers given by this clause must 
often be exercised with considerable tre- 
pidation or not at all. 

Clause 20.—This clause provides the 
corresponding powers of determination 


H 
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by the contractor. There are several diffi- 
culties about this clause. What is the 
difference between “interference with” 
and “ obstruction of” the issue of a cer- 
tificate ? Anything affecting interim pay- 
ments is of vital importance to the 
contractor, and the words should pro- 
bably be read broadly as covering any 
conduct by the employer which impedes 
the architect in issuing the kind of cer- 
tificate which is required under clause 24. 
The words are not ambiguous in them- 
selves but difficulty may arise in practice 
in deciding precisely what they cover. 

The question of what amount of delay 
will justify determination under this 
clause is not very clear. The words are: 
“if the whole or substantially the whole 
of the works is delayed for one month.” 
I have heard it suggested that this gives 
a right to determine as soon as a month’s 
delay has occurred even though the work 
is proceeding on the site, that is to say 
that- as soon as a right to a month’s 
‘extension has arisen there is also a right 
to determine. The use of the word “de- 
layed” rather than “suspended” in 
clause 20 gives some colour to this argu- 
ment, but I think it is probably wrong. 
The words “the whole or substantially 
the whole of the works” are meant, I 
think, to refer to a standstill, or virtual 
standstill on the site. But if this is the 
intention it could have been more clearly 
expressed. 


NOMINATED SUB-CONTRACTORS 


Clause 21.—This clause deals with 
nominated sub-contractors. The situation 
here is an artificial one, since the 
specialist tenders to the architect and is 
selected by him but has no direct con- 
tractual relationship with the employer. 
The result is a legal fiction which often 
gives rise to difficulty. The special posi- 
tion of the nominated sub-contractor is 
recognized to some extent by the power 
given to the architect under clause 21 (c) 
to make direct payment if the main con- 
tractor defaults. Note that the power is 
restricted to amounts included in pre- 
vious certificates which have been paid 
to the main contractor but not passed on 
by him to the sub-contractor. If the job 
is nearly finished and there has been a 
default as regards several sub-contractors 
there may not be enough money in the 
pool to satisfy all their claims, though 
they may under the standard form of 
sub-contract be protected so far as their 
retention money is concerned. There 
used to be some doubt whether the power 
to make direct payment under this clause 
survived a bankruptcy or liquidation. The 
sub-contractor, having no privity of con- 
tract with the employer, clearly could 
not claim direct payment as of right, and 
if it was suggested liquidators and trus- 
tees were apt to contend that the power 
could no longer be exercised. The position 
was clarified however in the case of In 
re Tout & Finch (1954, 1 W.L.R. 178) 
which established beyond argument that 
the power survived a liquidation (and 
also a bankruptcy). 

Clause 24.—This clause governs the 
whole of the procedure for certification 
and payment and on the whole it is clear; 
but there are some obscurities. 

It opens with an awkward sentence 
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which comes near to contradicting itself. 
If the period of interim certificates is 
monthly, is there to be a valuation and 
a certificate monthly; or whenever the 
architect considers them necessary? Or 
is there to be a certificate in any event 
and a valuation only if the architect con- 
siders it necessary ? The meaning is very 
uncertain. The certificate is to state the 
amount due, and the “amount so due” 
is carefully defined in clause 24 (b). This 
seems to entitle the contractor to a valua- 
tion if he so desires, but it is a pity that 
the contract is obscure on so important 
a point. 

Retention money is clearly dealt with, 
but there is-no provision either for taking 
over part of the works before the rest. 
or for releasing part of the retention 
money if this is done. In the ordinary 
building case this may not be material. 
but in housing contracts for local 
authorities the employers are always 
anxious to take occupation of any houses 
which are habitable as soon as possible. 
In such a case it is only fair to the con- 
tractor that the defects liability period 
should run from the date of occupation 
of each house: and if this is conceded 
it would be reasonable that the retention 
should be released accordingly. Liqui- 
dated damages can also be allocated to 
each house. It is, of course, best if such 
matters are arranged beforehand. I have 
met many cases where the implications 
were not realized until it came to handing 
over the first house, and one has some- 
times heard of the Housing Committee 
pressing for occupation while the Borough 
Engineer or Treasurer refuses to release 
retention. This is apt to lead to trouble 
and I can see no reason why the Standard 
Form should not put the parties on their 
guard by providing, alternatively, for 
taking over part of the works before the 
whole, together with the appropriate 
consequences. 


LEEDS UNIVERSITY 
Record Building Programme 


AT A MEETING of the council of Leeds 
University on October 19 it was repocied 
that at no period in its history has the 
university had so much new building work in 
progress as at present. The cost of the work 
already started, some of it nearly complete, 
is about £1,250,000. The most up-to-date 
building in the country for the development 
of man-made fibres, or rayon technology, is 
in its final stages of completion. The cost of 
this building and its equipment is approxi- 
mately £375,000. It is planned to open the 
building early in 1956. A large extension 
of the Departments of Chemistry and 
Physics at a cost of £350.000 is in progress. 

The foundations are already being laid 
for a new building to cost approximately 
£650,000 to house the Department of Coal 
Gas and Fuel Industries. Plans also are 
under consideration for a large new build- 
ing to house departments in the faculty of 
arts. It is hoped to begin operations on 
this early in 1957. 

It was announced on the same day that 
a donation of £100,000 from the Anglo- 
American Corporation of South Africa, Ltd., 
for the foundation of a research institute of 
African geology under the direction of Pro- 
fessor W. Q. Kennedy, had been made. 
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HARLOW HEALTH 
CENTRES 
Opening by Lord Nuffield 


TPHE Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trys 

is to invest £200,000 over the next fiy: 
years in the development of the health ser. 
vices of Harlow. On October 17 Lor 
Nuffield opened the first three group practic: 
and clinic centres which form part of th 
scheme for the whole town. These centre. 
to be known as Nuffield House, Osler Hous: 
and Sydenham House, have recently beer 
completed at a cost of £60,000. 


titioners sn a group practice basis, and by 
the Essex County Council health authority. | 

During the next few years, as Harlow 
grows, there will be provided three similar 
buildings, a special building for the Essex | 


County health authority and two industrial [ 


health centres. In addition, the Trust are 
making an outright grant to the Harlow In- 
dustrial Health Service towards the initia! 
running costs. 

These buildings, with those already com- 
pleted, will provide accommodation to meet 
the health needs at home and in the factory 
of the ultimate population of the town, which 
will be 80,000. 

The buildings will be owned on behalf of 
the Trust by the Nuffield Health and Socia 
Services Fund, from whom the practitioners 
and the authorities will rent their accommo- 
dation. The actual building and manage- § 
ment of the centres will be undertaken by the 
Harlow Development Corporation as agents 
for the fund. 

The further three group practice and clinic 
centres will be sited in the Hare Street and 
Little Parndon neighbourhood, where the f 
first 1,000 residents are in occupation and 
medical services are at present provided in 
temporary accommodation ; in the Tye Green 
neighbourhood, where the first houses are 
just being occupied; and in the Great Pam- 
don neighbourhood now being planned. 

Immediately adjacent to the Hare Stree! 
centre and centrally situated close to the hos- 
pital and town centre, a special building wil 
be provided to house the special clinics for 
orthopaedics, ophthalmology, speech-therapi f 


They will § 
be used by general medical and dental prac. | 





the 


and -child-guidance treatment, etc., for tht | 
Essex County health authority, and it 5 J 
hoped also for the regional hospital boar¢ | 
out-patients facilities. 


INDUSTRIAL SCHEME 


The number of people working in Harlot 
industry is expected to increase from 5,766 a § 
present to 10,000 in three years’ time. In- 
dustrialists in Harlow are now in the proces F 
of establishing a non-profit-making com | 
pany to operate an industrial health servic, 
beginning in November this year. This se! 
vice will work from temporary accommods 
tion until the permanent premises becom F 
available at the end of 1956 on the industri 
estate; in three years’ time further premiss 
are expected to be built on the second indus 
trial estate. Both temporary and permane 
accommodation will be provided out of be 
grant, and will be leased by the Trust 
the Harlow Industrial Health Service. 

With these schemes the Trust hopes © 
evolve a pattern of comprehensive organi’ © 
medical care in Harlow that may prove ® 
guide for communities elsewhere. 
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DIRECT LABOUR, 
BIRMINGHAM 


Department to be Expanded 


WorK on the first housing contracts 

undertaken by Birmingham Corpora- 
tion’s new direct labour building department 
is proceeding so well that it is hoped that 
the keys of one block of houses will be 
handed over to the housing management 
department before the end of this year, ALD. 
A. F. BRADBEER, chairman of the house 
building committee, said on October 18. He 
said that so satisfactory was progress on 
the two sites, at Gorsy-road and Holly Bush, 
Quinton, that the sub-committee dealing 
with the direct labour department sometimes 
met monthly instead of fortnightly as was 
planned originally. 

It is proposed to embark on new work 
some time before Christmas. This will con- 
sist of building either single dwellings or a 
small group of dwellings on selected bombed 
sites throughout the city. The direct labour 
department is to be expanded and agree- 
ment has been reached with the city council’s 
establishment committee for the appointment 
of further administrative staff. ‘“ When the 
additional staff has been secured we shall, 
in the New Year, go forwaré to obtain 
further housing contracts and enter the 
general building field on a competitive 
basis,” it was stated. 

Ald. Bradbeer, asserting that “we are 
right up to timetable,” said that the direct 
labour department had to be built up com- 
pletely from nothing. It was decided, with 
the approval of the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government, to start work on the 
building of 132 dwellings at the Gorsy-road 
site and another 55 at the Holly Bush site. 
At the beginning of October 81 men were 
employed on the sites, roughly half being 
skilled tradesmen and the other half 
labourers. The total number of dwellings at 
Gorsy-road, on which work is now in pro- 
press, is 91. The difference between the 
figure of 91 and the total number of dwell- 
ings, 132, was due to the fact that in certain 
blocks, they had come across running sand 
and piling would be necessary there. 

The direct labour department under Mr. 
E. A. Colley, the general manager, was 
doing “a splendid job,” Ald. Bradbeer 
added. They had received excellent co-opera- 
tion on all sides. The labour force was 
building up steadily. 


PREMIUMS FOR HOUSING 
LAND 


Birmingham Corporation's Policy 
Criticised 


BIRMINGHAM Corporation’s action in 

; asking Premiums from builders for the 
Privilege of taking up leases on sites on the 
Valley Farm Estate at Rednal has aroused 
some critical comment from builders and 
Professional circles in the city, writes a 
correspondent. 

At Valley Farm, the Birmingham Cor- 
— has bought land which is to provide 
06 plots, 23 for detached houses and 83 for 
ne Or semi-detached. Builders have 
= n told that the cost of the construction 
; each of the detached houses is to be not 
€ss than £2,400 and of each of the semi- 
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detached houses not less than £2,200. These 
costs are exclusive of the cost of providing 
paths, hedges and boundary walls. The 
ground rent for a detached house is £25 a 
year per plot and for the semi-detached £21. 
The leases are for 75 years. Applications 
from builders for leases in groups of nine, 
had to be submitted by noon on October 13. 

Criticising the system as “an auction by 
post” Mr. FRANK Russon, president of the 
Midland Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers, stated on October 12, that he did 
not take exception to the principle of the 
Corporation’s reimbursing itself or even 
making a profit on the transaction but that 
matters might well have been conducted 
differently. To ask for a premium meant 
that the builders with the biggest purse 
might get the plots, but Ap. A. F. 
BRADBEER, chairman of the Birmingham 
House Building Committee, countered this 
point by stating that the plots would not 
necessarily go to the highest bidder. 

Ald. Bradbeer said that the land was 
bought by auction in the open market at 
a reasonable price. It had been an expensive 
site to develop because it was on a hillside 
near the Beacon Hill on the edge of the 
green belt, but the cost of roads, sewers, 
pavements and so on was reflected in the 
ground rent. The payment of premiums by 
builders reflected the fact that, without in- 
curring any speculative risks or any capital 
expenditure over the land, the builders 
would be granted in small lots the privilege 
of building on what was a monopolistic site 
in a lovely area beside the green belt where 
the householders would never be overlooked 
by future building. The builders would be 
“sitting pretty” and it was fair that they 
should pay something for the opportunity. 

Mr. Russon, however, argued that the 
amount of the premium might be passed 
on to the purchaser which would put up the 
price of the house. “It would have been 
better for the Corporation to charge a 
ground rent to cover all their costs,” he sug- 
gested, “instead of asking for premiums 
which may result in the Corporation not get- 
ting the best builders.” He thought that to 
put the ground rent at £25 to £30 a plot 
would have met the case. 


PREFABRICATED BUILDING 
COMMITTEE 


Election of New Members 


FOLLOWING the recent annual general 
meeting of the Prefabricated Building Indus- 
try Executive Committee, Mr. Newsum, who 
has acted as chairman for the past year, 
resigned, and the chairman for the current 
year was elected, together with new mem- 
bers of the committee, which for the ensu- 
ing 12 months is constituted as follows: 
chairman, Mr. Bernard Brunton (Seco, Ltd.); 
deputy chairman, Mr. R. A. Newsum, 
MBE, TD (H. Newsum, Sons and Co., 
Ltd.); and Messrs. W. W. Gardam (Mod-X 
Structures, Ltd.); G. J. M. Blackie (W. J. 
Simms, Sons and Cooke, Ltd.); D. R. 
Stanley-Adams (Maycrete, Ltd.); and G. H. 
Burgess (G. H. Burgess and Co., Ltd.). 

Messrs. Peat, Marwick, Mitchell and Co. 
were appointed as secretaries, and a]l com- 
munications should be addressed to them at 
11, Ironmonger-lane, London, EC2, Post 
Office Box No. 39, and marked for the 
attention of Mr. Walker. 
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CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
COUNCIL HOUSE 


War Damage Reinstatement Contract 


"PHE contract for the completion of the 

war damage reinstatement of the City 
of Birmingham Council House and _ its 
annexe has been let to C. Bryant & Son, 
Ltd. This contract, amounting to £100,000, 
covers, for the main part, the internal finish- 
ings, roofing and re-layout of the six main 
galleries, which have been out of use since 
the damage took place. 

The new layout has been designed by 
Mr. A. G. Sheppard Fidler, MA, FRIBA, 
AMTPI, City Architect. In this layout one 
of the galleries will be converted as a tea 
room and picture storage area, and over a 
portion of two of the remaining galleries a 
mezzanine floor will be built to provide a 
storage area for small exhibits, silver, and 
period costumes. A separate room will be 
set aside on this floor as a studio for repair- 
ing and cleaning exhibits. Most of the area 
below the mezzanine will be set out with 
built-in showcases, the remaining portion 
of this area accommodating staff lavatories. 

Four of the picture galleries will be re- 
stored as such with an average length of 
60 ft. and width of 32 ft. The natural light- 
ing of these galleries, however, will be based 
on new lines devised in collaboration with 
the Building Research Station. The system 
of daylighting ensures that the illumination 
is at its greatest on the area of the walls at 
a height of 5 ft. 6 in., which has been taken 
as the critical eye level for viewing the 
pictures. This ensures that no detraction of 
the eye from the pictures is caused by 
brightly lit areas of the wall at high level. 

The control of the daylighting is achieved 
by a system of louvres and a central 
velarium designed in relation with a shallow 
cove. This system also shades the eye from 
detraction by direct light from the sky. 

Artificial illumination has been designed 
to give the same effect by placing fluorescent 
lighting fittings on the edge of the velarium 
with reflectors designed to give the greatest 
illumination at critical eye level. To 
counteract the deficiency of red ‘in the 
fluorescent lighting, a source of tungsten 
lighting will be provided above the velarium 
to blend with the fluorescent. It has been 
found by experiment at full size that most 
satisfactory results are obtained in this way, 
the effect being very similar to natural 
lighting. 

The galleries will be heated by a system of 
panels embedded in the floor screed, finished 
in cork, in the interest of quietness. With 
this system an even overall temperature is 
obtained, obviating the local areas of high 
temperature peculiar to other systems of 
heating. Air conditioning has not been con- 
sidered, as all the pictures will be glazed. 

Due to the difficulty arising from restricted 
access to the site, and the considerable 
amount of demolition to be carried out, it is 
anticipated that it will take two years to 
complete the contract. 


WALSALL HOUSING DECISION 


Walsall Town Council has decided not to 
build houses to sell to private buyers. An 
attempt by the Independent side to refer 
back a housing committee recommendation 
to this effect was defeated by 17 votes to 16. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


tT information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 

details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 
AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 

Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 

St. Pancras. 


£38. d. 
Pit Ballast ae eae ee ae per yd. i 3.6 
Pit Sand MS =e ~ oe bee ses ae 1 24 
Washed Sand ... =a ee a soe sn am 6 1 
in Shingle... one ay. ne oss Ae a 2 3 
in. Broken Brick... ae ao ea bea Ba 100 
Pan Breeze... as eae 10 3 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate .» pertona 3 O 9 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site es «. perton 53 1 6 
1 to 6 tons, site as ne 2 13: <6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 
wards to site ane i 512 20 
1 to 6 tons do. site... ‘ 640 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 


ton on ordinary cement prices. 


Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots a . 73 0 
Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 295s. Od. to _ 0d. i ton. 

White Portland Cement oe oa 13 2 0 
Under 1 ton per cwt. is 7 


417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 5s. Od. to £14 Os. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu = High Alumin- 


per ton 614 0 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and u Ps 14 8 3 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton ie at Railway Depot, 

London a 6 8 9 
Moler Miecter Powder for Flue Bricks (London 

sites) . = per cwt. 110 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks se wa a2 suk .. per1,000 1117 0O 
Second Hard Stocks ... cab is oF _ = 10 16 0 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... mS sie nee ua S 1 «6 
‘Mild Stocks... » 816 6 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in sete 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


& (G; 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) . per 1,000 41 10 0 
23 in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) x 13 6 0 
2$ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock’ Facings 
(London sites) “e 14 18 0 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers... pa 64 0 0 
Headers de “ 63 00 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44 i in. Flats se 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... - rs 85 0 0 
Double Headers ss 77 10 0 
One side and two ends * 87 0 0 
Two sides and one end ms 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints ae “a 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 173% for Best quality and 
plus 174% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 
HOLLow CLay PartTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
7 reads im Zi 
in, ... aes was yds. . peryd.sup. 4 
*2¢ in. = Sag — ™ 47 
* 3 in. 3 cavity) 120 y - 5 4 
Pe nt Tinens (Keyed), 
*3 in. (6 cavity) eas 110 yds. a $ 6 
*4 in. (6 cavity) ‘ 95 yds. a: 6 9 
6in. (83 in. x 5éin.) 1,250 Uicks | per 1,000 26 6 0 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
ws are CONCRETE . sa 
i.” ssa yds. ss r yd. sup 
. ee. «2. 85 yds ” y bs 44 
| ae pee ay 75 yds. Se ie a 5.3 
4in. ... a eee 55 yds. sea nas ped 6 5 
RANHAM 
i re noe nan ee an 6 8 
2} in. ... ses - 74 
3 in. ne 8 7 
4 in. . a 10 7 
4} in. Load bearing quality a a ll 8 
MoLer PARTITION. Buocks 
Zin; 2. 150 yds. oie ‘i 15 6 
SAN. ss 120 yds. se 15 9 
<j 100 yds. ia 16 0 
4 in. 90 yds. ate 190 
LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE nunmee AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIOUS 
SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 
2 in. 100 yds. me o § 9 
2$ in. 80 yds ie 6 Il 
3 in. 65 yds ps 8 1 
4 in. 50 yds 19 94 
Aine Se nie 44 yds. a 10 2 
Gin: ss ee 33 yds. we ms 13 8 
THERMALITE PARTITION BLOCKS 
2tin. ... 120 yds. 6 Il 
THERMALITE LOADBEARING INsuLATING BLocKs 
3 in. ‘ yds we a 8 3 
4 in. - 75 yds. ou ne 10 9 
5 in. 60 yds. oS et a 13 5 
6 in. 50 yds se i 16 it 
8 in. 374 yds m : ae 
9 in. 33 yds 5; ss 14 3 
FLoor BLOCKS AND FILLER Tites 
3 in. Floor Blocks an in. -* 12 in. a in full 
lorry-loads .. 1 per 1000 33 6 0 
4 in. do. a 35 14 0 
5 in. do. s 42 10 0 
6in. do. . 47 17 0 
7 in. > ies sé a a 58 8 0 
8 in 68 9 0 
10° 3" x4 Eiller Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles perl '000 muitiples 56 15 0 
12” x3” x #” do. do. A “i 64 10 0 
10’x4’x4%" ~— do. do. vi 71 0 0 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 


Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot 





(London sites) 
2§ in. Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 
sites) 
23 in. Hand- made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
sites) .. 
23 in. Hand-made Sandfaced ‘Multi-Colour_ Facings 
(London sites) 


District Commons : > 313 0 
Cellular re oa se ne aes ss 513 0 
Keyed ae na pas aes — - 3.15 0 
Rustics ae ere ses Ses oP Se a 618 0 
Cellular Rustics oon at ves bes “es > 618 0 
Single Bullnose do. ... aS ne ois ae a 613 0 
faced ~ me 713 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) . pA a Ss SS 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) m 2719 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . ea 24 14 O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) as me 10 8 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites)... ae - 9 6 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London ‘sites) . i 714 0 
24in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (Condon 
Stations) “ Pn 26.6 3 
3 in. do. (London stations) . aa Zale S 31 42-20 
21 in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) i . 36 0 O 
fin Machine - made Sandfaced Red Facings : 
6 
0 
ne 0 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry "Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London sites) JGR 6 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi - Colour "Facings. ‘ 


Berkshire district (London sites) 





Best Quality 
BSS Best do. 

Tested Quality 
BSS Tested do. 


Best Quality 

BSS Best do. 
Tested Quality 
BSS Tested do.... 


oe +1 
ose +314 G+ 85% +37$% + 105 % — 


Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 
Over 2 tons — i; ey Under 2 tons 


4-130% 
- 1094 slit £1074 104 
we +3764 178% 4375 %+ 
+474 241174 % +4108 
Delivered ie a 
+. + 
% +85% +10% + 165% 10: of, ih 
4+474%4105% +473 1 972-41159% 


+474 %4+ 857 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued 
-.. per 1,000 } 


” 


3 in. Land _— ~~ ms 12 in. — 
4 in. do. 


eh 


DAMP COURSE 


Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 

cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 

delivered London area Me per yd. sup. 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. a 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 9} Ib. per yd. sup. 
18 in, X9 in. British damp course — 
14 in. x9 in. do. do. 

9 in. x9 in. Gee. Sax me “és 3 
18 in. x 44 in. da. sa Ses ae = 17 
14 in. X44 in. ae eu oF a 14 
9 in. X44 in. do. wan Sa _ 


Qa 
me 


_ — 
SNK De Uw 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 

Monks Park 

St. Aldhelm Box Ground © 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 

B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area __,, 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area Pt a 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region os aa as 8 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, ee } nee oe 


. per ft. cube 


\o oo 


oo CO 


stooled cills . perft.cube 3 10 
12in. x 6 in. do. do. we ‘s 2 10 
12in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated , we 1 19 
12in. xX 3 in. Weathered = twice throated coping oe 22 
14in. x 6 in. do. - 6 
44 in. x 9in. Plinth, a. ‘on top and face 2. 2 


3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... per ft. sup. 7 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered ‘brickwork 
Do. do. fair one detest for ~~ faced 
brickwork as : : ha ‘ 1 10 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 9 
14in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front wo. perft.cube2 8 
12in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . a 2 
9 


perft.cubel 5 


2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 
2in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sup.2 1 


TILES AND PANTILES 


Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French esate _ from 


Lincolnshire district ~ 29 8 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district aa 50 9 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 58 13 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district : wai 14 1 
Machine-made 104 x 6} Staffordshire district wee sen 13 18 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. ea es 1 10 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... wes ars 1 8 
Concrete tiles 103 x 6} ae aes aaa iz 8 1 

do. fatedoching (49S) ay: Fas 19 0 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
ew in full track loads to London Rate Station. Per 
,000 a 

24 x 12 124 17 

22% 12 103 13 

ae & U1 93 13 

20 x 12 88 9 

20 x 10 82 7 

18 x 10 59 12 

18x 9 52 14 

16 x 10 49 1 

16x 8 38 3 
Note.—Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 

TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £ 
Carcassing pe do. ee £98 to £ 
lin. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. 2 £108 0 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. do. per ft. cube 1 10 
do. Honduras do. do. = 3 5 
Oak European do. do. ei 25 
do. Japanese do. we Oe Bs 2 10 
do. English Logs sawn .... do. S 1 17 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. : do. fe 3 15 
Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. pe is 





Buys 
an 


THE BUILDER 


AOCARCOWwWO- 


oo 


Wo 


w 
Lal 


wWAOOS SO an © nocooann 


concoecance 


DBWADOCOAGS 


135 
102 
0 


concoco 





DOORS (in Lots I-I1) 





745 


Delivered London area. £ s.d. 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. deal 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... a) ed eee each 112 @ 
36x. 2c . 2. 113 0 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... aaa dee ee » 114 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. .. aa ag be 116 6 
2 in. do. but top panel open. "Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... a acd aaa pen 29 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. ia. as ie aes 211 6 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
ei ee’ (er cra y 
2 ft. 9 in. X 6 ft. 6 in. ... me ay Be a 2 3°¢ 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) . .. =per yd. + 
1} in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) ... bee ps a4 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ... Baas 8 11k 
2$ in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) ... ak va 10 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) . 11 5$ 
Quantities under 1 ton add ‘0. per 4 in. of thickness. 
3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
per 100 sq. ft. y 
* one “as = “aa aad ma a ” 24 ¢ 
6 in. 
#s in. nleuant Fiat Building Sheets” : . per yd. sup. 3 § 
} in. do. aa ea ae = 4 7 
noanan Felt, 1- ply ee aa “ad we ea = - ¢ 
Best Scotch Glue in slabs . per$cwt. 5 0 O 
do. pearl iad aa 44.6 
Croid Glue... .-- 28 Ib. 260 
Cut Nails 3 in. (i-ton lots) .. .perton 6410 0 
do. 4 in. and up (l-ton lots) . bbe s 61 0 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) “a ee. per cwt. 3 0 9 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) saa ‘aaa be 3 0 3 


METALS 
STEEL Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. X 5in., 8 in. X Sin., 8in. X 6in., 10in. X 6in. 
12 in. x 6 in. eal cut to ona delivered a 


area . per ton 41 0 0 
Extra for sizes 

3in. xX ldin. 4in. X Ifin. ... sae ia p? 310 0 

3 in. X 3 in. ae aa aa aa as ee 210 0 

4in. X 3in., 10in. X 4$in. ... ne ia He 110 0 

5 in. X 24 in, Sin. X3in. aaa ja a 115 0 

4} in. x 1} in. aa sed as sis ae a 36 

Sin. X 44 in. 7in. X 3¢in. 13 in. X Sin. per ton 15 0 
6in. X 3 in. 24 in. X 74 in. ad ose ‘cant te 20 0 
6in. X 44 in. Tin. X 4 in. Si 04m ws i ee oe 
9in. X 4 in. 10 in. x 5 in. aaa ax ae 100 
12 in. x 5 in. 22 in. X 7 in. ies 

9 in. X 7 in. 10 in. X 8 in. 12 in. x si in. 

14 in. X 5} in. 14 in. X 6 in. 14 in. X 8 in. 

15 in. X 5 in. 15 in. X 6 in. 16 in. X 6 in. i 10 0 
16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. X 6 in. 18 in. X 7 in. 

18 in. X 8 in. 20 in. X 64in. 20in. Xx bin in. 

Steel angles average price eve nae waa gy, “AEE 
Steel tees average price eee see a ~~» 4m 6 
Fabricated work delivered ‘London— 

R.S. Joists cut and ioe aes dag aa wu =e See 
Compound girders .. oan wa eee aaa <a, -« ‘Grae 
Stanchions ... aa aaa aa ane « ~_« Gane 
Compound stanchions 2a ea pee sas me 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... aaa sa 4g RSS 

Average prices not for awkward work. 

Angle cleats and } in., 3 in. and ti in. _— atti ome 
London area -percwt. 415 0 
FERRO- pene mane 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex anton 

Stock ¢ in. diam., and denen a 429.6 

} in. diam. 3 ee « : per ton extra 4 7 0 

js in. do. wad +03 aaa aa aes a 370 

gin. do. uae ise as aaa aa aa a 29 6 

tin. do. ey ae wed ag sa yn 112 0 

MILD STEEL TUBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 
Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 


Class A + 74% 


Class B + 183% Light + 324% Malleable List—323% + 40% 
Class C + 353% Heavy + 40% ° 

lack: 

Class A — 144% 

Class B- 26 Light + 193% Malleable List—32}% 

Class C + 113% Heavy + 274% 


C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


Sto 
Gutters Nozzles Ends 
3 in. per ea “aa “s ao cee 3/2 fli 
3% in. aes Sa eae eee - 3/104 3/5 ire! 
4 in. ne aa oe: a 4/114 3/10 1/4 
4} in. Kas nee ie aad 5/54 4/4 1/7 
5 in. ses eee eee or 6/1 4/8 Wil 








































746 


METALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
a Gutters 
3 in. ae mee 4/7 
33 in. : me 5/14 
4 in. on 3/8 
4} in. a 6/1 
5 in. ce 6/8 
ron I. RAIN-WA P 
Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths ba Pipe. 
2 in oe a 7/7 
anf in. 7/7 
3 in. 
34 in. ae 
4 in. ; 11/24 
; LCC. Conte SoiL Pipes 
. 2 in. 8/7 
23 in. 9/04 
3 in. 10/2 
34 in. 11/43 
4 in. 12/113 


only. 


and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 





10/1 
11/3 
Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 74% 
2-ton lots 2} per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTep DRAIN PIPES 


THE BUILDER 


In 9-fts. 
: cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends Branches 
4 in. ane abe . & © 27 Zee 19/3 34/- 
6 in. oan eae so 2 ws 40/9 51/- 81/9 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 173 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 23 in 3 in. 4in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths ... per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
hoes... o> leach 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches sss Ss, 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse a 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 4} in. proj. a 2/11 3/9 4/3 S/11 
do. 6in. do. 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
ASBESTOS 0G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
in. in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. ee ... per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/74 
Drop ends 55 .. each 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Stop Ends ase = /10 fll 1/- 1/2 
Angles ... i 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles _ se 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Union Clips ; 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
ASBESTOS HaLr- ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4in. sin. Si a 6in. 
Gutters 6-ft. ee ~ yd. 2/6 2/113 3/ 5/- 
Drop ends ... each 2/1 2/5 2/8 31 4/3 
Stopends.... Been as /9 /10 {ll 1/- 1/2 
Angles ae ores 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 
Nozzles... See oe 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Union Clips a 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
Per ton basis 
a nee 
5,0; 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown ee: muey 43 12 6 
Mild Steel Bars a pe 39 16 6 
Mild Stee! Hoops os Ma 3.: 0 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Soft Sheets C.R. and = A— 3 . d. 
20 gauge ate : si ose as on 32 6 
24 gauge on aoe is ne sex cee 54 18 6 
26 gauge 57 18 6 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft — 
20 gauge 60 6 0 
24 gauge 63 16 0 
26 gauge oo 1 0 
Galvanised flat sheets ¢. R. and C. Aw _ 
20 gauge cee os 61 6 0 
24 gauge stb 64 16 O 
26 gauge 70 1 «0 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
(Base prices) £8, og. 
Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) per Ib. 2 7h 
Sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) — 5 2 43 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) . x 2 6} 
— strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. P 
wid e) ” 4 
= strip for ‘flashing 99.7 7) purity 22 SWG (12in. wi 
) ” 
Corrugated sheet BS "1470 NS 3 Utility “Circular 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20SWG per sheet 1 8 6 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS s A ged Industrial 
Profile 8 ft. X 31} in. x 20 ss 133 9 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS , Titility Mansard 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20SWG B. i a 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding . per Ib i 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round — aS 2. 2h 
Extruded section BS 1476 HE1OWP simple angle = 2.8 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 = seo oomnd s y a | 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1} in. O/D x G a 3 114 
Tubing BS 1471 HT1OWP 1} in. O/ > = 20 SWG Re Ss 2 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 


All per doz. sin. fin. lin. Ifin. lgin. Zin 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron . 87/- 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron 109/— 158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead _. 132/— 234/4 472/- 623/6 Oa 
Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron x - 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 
14 in. y hes 2in. Zin. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 


Brass sleeves... we aes 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 4 
1} x 6 1b. 14 x 61b.2 x 7Ib. 7x7 


Lead P. trap with brass iene 


screws 66/- 82/- 131/- 224/- 
Lead S. trap do. 79/- 98/- 161/- 288/- 
Solder ‘ « 

Plumbers’... ae ae ae per lb. 3 9 

Tinmen’s... ne ie as ses Sc sa 4 6 

Blow pipe... ae we oe ses tvs ps 47 


CopPreR TUBES AND SHEETS 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 403d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
, d. d, 
Jin. x 19 gauge 123 Total per Ib. 53} 
ain x19. Sus — es pa 5} 
1 in. X 18 ” see eee 9 ” ” 
Ijin. x 18 ,, ane ‘ee Be ” 
I}in. xX 18 ,, “ae ous a pe 49} 
2in, S617 an 105 bf eo 5ht 
Rolled Copper sheets we to 48 in. wide, basic price £s. 4. 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras .. perton 433 0 0 
ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge on SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards percwt. 811 6 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) + “ & 39 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) ‘ a 8 8 9 
Brass TUBES 
Brass tubes basic nny me gauge set manufactur- 
ing extras... ae ae ace pee I 2 8} 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling = in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


s. @. 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and upwards per ton Lee 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils ee . 4410 0 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. 2. dia. we es 146 0 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. < a » 148 0 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe a 146 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities _— 1 ton. 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton a .» =per cwt. 2 0 
3cwt. do. 5 cwt. ee oes oe ae = 4 0 
lcwt. do. 3 cwt. =e im 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. ‘priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £98 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on _ perton 71} 9 
do. White do. do. = 719 6 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. ae . 714 0 
do. Fine do. do. re x 8 20 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads nae a eae ‘a 6 14 6 
Hydrated Lime 0. as ue sso ‘ 5179 
Lump Lime do. ase - 5 20 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in i-ton loads... on 10 17 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton a a is 10 11 9 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads f ve “i 273 
Hait |. .. perewt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board. 3 in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 2 3 
1,200 yds. ss 2 2% 
Do. fobalathin "do. 3 in. thick 600 a and over r 
in one delivery. Delivered site ... < 2 HH 
1,200 yds. - 210: 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
12 ft., # in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered site ; < 2 $ 
1,200 yds. ‘se 2 5 
Do. ha a do. “pin. thick 600 yds. and over 
in one delivery. anata site ... F s 3 i 
1,200 yds... Gals aie eee Oe 3 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 
Ceiling Distemper... an “ 
Washable Distemper ‘ maa 
Gloss Paint... ts 
Snowcem cement paint ‘(in 1 ‘cwt. drums) . ‘aa 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND Ous 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs. 
Genuine White Lead’ Paint, 1-19 gal. lots in 1 1 gal. tins 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, i cwt. keg 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. 
SUNDRIES. 

Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra . 

do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) ae 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) 
Paste Powder (1 lb. packets) 
White Lining Paper ... 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside 
Oak Pale Copal GQ. ses 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 
Finest Carriage Varnish 

Front Door Varnish ... 

Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan 

Brunswick Black 

Berlin Black 

Terebene 

Knotting (1 gal, “bottles. free)... 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) 


GLASS 
Delivered London area. 


18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 


24 oz. ” ” ” ” ” 
¢ on ” ” ” ” ” 


iis “Rolled Plate wp 
#; in. and } in. Rough Cast ... 


£ es ¢. 
percwt. 1 7 6 
a s 5 9 
per gal. 210 0 
percwt. 311 0 
percwt. 818 O 
per gal. s2 
percwt. 7 2 0 
a 2h 6 
per tin 9 0 
per gal. 14 0 
ss 14 6 
0 5 6} 
0 4 8} 
me 6 10 
a 2 6 
per Ib. 1 6 
per piece 1 0 
per gal. 22 6 
‘a 118 O 
+ 2 ¢ ¢ 
ea 20 0 
” 214 O 
1s 210 O 
a 2.0 @ 
fe 112 6 
ia 114 0 
fs 110 0 
” 5 Ss @ 
pa I & 0 
Ke a. 2. 
” 118 0 
Per ft. super 
s. d. 
34 
%» 1% 
%» 10 
. 5} 
9 
1 0 


THE BUILDER 





4 in. Figured eg and Cathedral, seen ome 


hite 


do. Standard Tints 
do. Special Tints ... 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, | Reedlyte and 


Luminating 

4 in. Wired Cast ms 
¢ in. Georgian Wired Cast 
Hollow Glass Blocks— 

P.B. 53 x 53 x 3 in... 

P.B.3. 7} xX 7} x 34 in. 

P.B.32 7} X 7} X 3¢ in. 
ery Corner Blocks to match ” wih 


P.B.3 
P.B.32 e 
} in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Cuitie~ 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. os 
” ” ” t. sup. 
45 ft. sup. 
100 ft. sup. 


” ” ” 


” ” ” 


3 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes,i.e., plates atin 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. poth ways. G.G. quality 
—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or250 in. one viaaias or iasnite in. 


both ways ee 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ‘ditto 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 


Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
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Per ft. super 
s. d. 


NNeK Oho 
es 


banw — mt et et 
te) 
pro” 
Coad 


Per ft. su 


UMPWH AAW 
Amuse oow 
4 


Swe 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 


pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum Per ft. sup. 

Description of Glass quantity s. d. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. ae ,000 4h 
pC 2,000 64 
0” ii 2,000 Tk 
32 0z. 2,000 10} 
¢ in. Rolled Plate 1,000 74 
+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White 1,000 7k 
+ in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, "Reeded, Luminating 

and Spotlyte.. 1,000 103 
fs in. and } in. Rolled Plate or r Rough Cast 2,000 103 
+ in. Wired Cast, Hexagon 2,000 ‘Mt 
} in. Georgian Wired Cast ... de waa 2,000 1 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 





AS FROM APRIL 18, 1955. 












































(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 













Town. Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade. 
MUOUAWONY ccs aeene vcctiivccvaxees A Grade Classificati A Al A2 A3 Bridgnorth MB Al 
Aberdare ...... ney TAGS WIRSSICATION. , Bridgnorth RD ............... 
So A Craftsmen ... 4/-  3/11k 3/11 3/108 — TAT 
PAPAEREMSS S202 cs ekcsctccstes A2 Labourers ... 3/54 3/5 3/44 3/4 PRNGNE x cvnceccecsacacccton 
- ——— TLE ES Fs: A ne oa DN cadencaccnsenectad 

one ee 
Afan Valley oy: Town. Town. Grade, Town. Grade. eng tary = 
Aldeburgh .. Aylesbury ... Bedlington A Blackpool mle Broadstairs ......... .A2 
Aldershot Dist Aylesham ... Bedlingtonshire UD Blackwell RD A Bromsgrove UD uA 
Alfreton UD .. A je eee Blandford ..... 2 Broughton, Flint ee 
Alnwick UD A pom & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD A Buckfastleigh ... .A2 
Altrincham ...., ey” TROON. ccseccsteccscacaseind A2 Seaper i icddchactaccnai ten Blidworth A Buckingham ... A2 
Amble Eavaduaieusdescecesuecsoeees ae A2 DE vcscatacsonssananens Blyth B. .... my Buckley ..... A 
Ambleside EE. Wiicatalasivexcecenes Al Tetmenaed chaomdigana DIED: \<cistansinicnniiienceabon 2 ME sc acaccnecnnnetcces -A2 
| 0 Bae eae A2 Doo Bognor Regis .A2 Burnham-on-Crouch ....... A2 
Barnard Castle UD ......... A Berwick Borough Boldon UD Burnham-on-Sea ............ A2 
Barnoldswick UD ............ A Beverley MB Bolsover UD .... [a A 
Barnsley CB Bewdley MB | eee A Burton-on-Trent C.B........... A 
Barnstaple Bexhill-on-Sea  .......... se+.. Boston MB .... A INI wiislechaqadusnscesedesseuseual 
Barrow-in-Furness ............ Bideford ....... Bowrme End .........-<cccccocece A ped St. Edmunds .. 
Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggleswade .... Bournemouth District ...... A RI sanscdsctaccesacudesiessat 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Billericay ........ Brackley MB ........... .A2 | ST aes 
NNN sassadcacdsccclavasaasactan A | eee Bracknell ..... A2 
Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham UD Bradford CB ...... A 
by-on-the-Wolds Al) ......A Bilsthorpe_.. Bradford-on-Avon . rey Caernarvon . onan 
Basingstoke  ..........000+ Al Bilston MB .. Braintree _........... ‘ Caernarvonshire, Cni f A2 
i ea eee Birchington Brandon & Byshottles UD oy CO WOIID ccccccicnecescces A 
pores _ Batley MB pay Birkenhead He Brecon—Borough of......... Al Camberley District ... A2 
Ashton undey wc A SE sic na tarcewnnnventane Al Birmingham CB .......:.... tA Breconshire, County of ... tA2 COI kececcnccccess ee 
poe under-Lyne ......... consfield District ......... A Bishop pow bind IBN. <censes A pe ae A2 Cammache- UBD x....ccccccccscons A 
a : nw and Brayton ...... NEN asec cticcicccssckenececesa A Bishop’s Stortford .:........... A Brentwood —........ccccosceese A Canterbury .... ay 
Attleb BME IRE Si seuecsutzeat oc A Bishops Castle MB.......... A2 PMID ccd catndcecostanancebes A GE Sicdcencctscveadcacetindpanis A 
orough MIEN cn cacedcctucdiveacenccds A Bridlington MB ..........0++++ A Cardiganshire,County of 3a2 
IP con snsasamaeacsdessks PS eee A Bridlington RD ............... Al CIE Siddha vdeucsvccnaddeesiaende 




















Continued on page 748. 
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Grade 


Sutton Coldfield PAD te 







dlincote 
waffham 
Swanage District 


OES aes A 











io: | A 


Pontypool & District 


D>>BE>PLLL 


Teignmouth .. ‘ 
Tewkesbury .... Al 
Thames Haven | 


di 


Glastonbury & Street . 
p 






eee 








Thirsk RD” me 


Thorpe Bay... 
Chesterfield MB ... Thurrock UDC Area 


>d>d>b5 










Todmorden MB a 











NP 





»» North of to Billericay,..4 





















Uppingham (Salop) 


Po>>ddd>> 


Uttoxeter RD 


bid: 
N 






Uttoxeter 1) 5 

















Wakefield CB 
Wakefield RD 
Wallsall CB..... 





























Hemel Hempstead a Warwick MB ... 
ry MB... 
Wellingborough UD 
Wellington UD 
Wellington (Somersei 
Wells (Norfolk) .. 
Wells (Somerset) 
Welwyn Gar. cee... 
West Bromwich CB. 
r 


Westcliff-on-Sea. .. 


nD .. 
Middlesbrough CB... 








West Hartlepool CB oe 
Westmorland (except 
) 





















Weston-super-Mare . 








Weymouth (including Port- 
land Bill, excluding Port- 






Shrewsbury MB ..__ 











land Stoneyards) ......... Al 
UD wach : 
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g 
Q 
ead 
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oO 
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Northallerton District 
UD 





















>>>>> 


Kidderminster MB. 


Wolverhampton CB 
Wolverton District .. 
. ae 

Spa UD. 











bd>di iii: 


3 sooccecAl 
East Rainetend District nee 













D 
Ebbw Vale & District 









orksop MB .. 






Z ses 
Wrexham (incl. Cefn).........A 
igh 





Stoke-on-Trent CB |. 



















epingebeacncsinaiines osceooh 
1 Borough . wA 
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upplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 


WoMEN’s RATES.—In all districts 


throughout the country the ra 
craft processes, 2s. 94d. per ho 


for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 


lid. per hour. Women engaged on work other thas f 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 752 
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PRODUCTION OF COAL 
AND STEEL 


Detrimental Effects of Strikes 


RTICLES in the October issue of 
+™ Bulletin for Industry, issued by the 
Treasury, indicate that in the coming months 
economy will be necessary in the use of 
both coal and steel. 

On the coal position, the Bulletin states 
that during the first nine months of this 
year the fall in coal production compared 
with a year earlier was nearly 24 per 
cent., or 3} million tons. Opencast output 
has been rising, however, and in the nine 
months was nearly half. a million tons 
higher. So total coal production has been 
lower by 34 million tons. This is equivalent 
to an annual loss of around 4} million tons. 
The two biggest causes of lower deep-mined 
output have been disputes and lower output 
per manshift. 

A large import programme has therefore 
been necessary. To the end of September 
coal imports this year have totalled over 
84 million tons, an annual rise of nearly 
12 million tons, and an increase of more 
than 7 million tons over the first nine 
months of 1954. 

In contrast to the 3} million ton fall in 
output there has been a rise in inland con- 
sumption of half a million tons (38 weeks), 
and the increase would have been much 
larger but for the warm summer and cuts 
in consumption due to the rail strike. 
Nevertheless, total distributed stocks at 
September 24 were 11 million tons higher 
than a year ago and there is also an extra 
0.7 million tons of undistributed stocks. 

To meet this year’s drop in coal output, 
heavy imports and a cut in exports, impos- 
ing a heavy strain on the balance of pay- 
ments, have been necessary. These measures, 
combined with the warm summer, have 
made possible the rebuilding of stocks to 
a fairly satisfactory figure. But, the 
Bulletin warns, there is little scope for 
further augmenting our supplies from over- 
seas, and high industrial demand would, 
even in a normal winter, stretch our 
Tesources to the limit. 


STEEL SUPPLIES 


Steel production in the first nine months 
of 1955 at 144 million ingot tons was 7 
per cent. higher than in the same months 
of 1954; the output of the metal-using 
industries in the first six months was 12 
per cent. above a year earlier, and within 
the whole group one or two big steel con- 
sumers have expanded at a still faster rate. 
The most severe shortage is in sheet. 

Total imports of finished steel by con- 
Sumers and merchants may exceed one 
million ingot tons this year, against 330.000 
last year. Direct exports of steel are being 
limited this year to about 3.3 million ingot 
tons, about 15 per cent. of total supplies. 

The Bulletin states that in the long run 
the most effective way of closing the gap 
between demand and supply is to have 
enough steelmaking capacity at home. In 
1954 crude steel output was 184 million 
Ingot tons, a million tons more than in 
1953 and six million tons more than at the 
end of the war. In 1955 production has been 
affected by transport strikes, which meant 
a direct loss of 150,000 tons in the second 
quarter of the year. In spite of this there 
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is a reasonable chance of production 
exceeding 194 million ingot tons of crude 
steel by the end of the year, an increase 
over 1954 of rather more than 5 per cent. 
The Second Development Plan for Steel, 
from 1953 to 1958, envisaged an average 
growth of production in the steel-using 
industries of 5 per cent. a year. In the last 
12 months the consumption of steel has 
grown much faster than that. In the months 
ahead it is important that home demand 
should be limited, for while the country’s 
total exports have been growing, they have 
not increased fast enough to keep in step 
with the expansion of the economy. Recent 
measures should help to restore a balance. 


PRE-PLANNING AND 
THE BUILDER 
“Very Well Worth the Time” 


@ PEAKING on “Lower Building Costs ” 

at the Building Centre, WC1, on Octo- 
ber 18, Mr. W. R. Wares, a director of 
Wates, Ltd., referred to economic problems 
facing the country. He said that the remedy 
partly lay in the hands of the Government, 
but clearly a heavy responsibility rested on 
the shoulders of British industry. 

“In the building industry we have every 
reason for thinking over the last ten years 
our organisation has improved—despite 
difficulties,” he continued. “ What we need 
to do now is to consolidate these improve- 
ments and then, from a solid platform, look 
onwards for further development of manage- 
ment ability. 

“ Pre-planning, we believe, is very well 
worth the time and the money, and the 
great thing is that the final pre-plan should 
represent the synthesis of everything the 
particular firm knows about building that 
sort of job. Our theory is that it’s a lot 
cheaper to get the bugs out of a job before 
it starts, rather than later on.” 

In his own firm, in cases of special com- 
plexity, they made a lot of use of scale 
models. They found that it had a great 
advantage for the agent who had to be in 
charge of the job to do all the preliminary 
work himself. Above all, they had found 
that where they could set up successful 
liaison with the architects and the engineer 
in the preliminary pre-planning phase, the 
advantages were really quite startling. 

Regarding site organisation, Mr. Wates 
stressed the increasing importance of the 
foreman’s role and the necessity of overall 
planning by the general foreman. He con- 
tinued :— 

“It is his duty to bring everybody into 
the picture—even the operatives themselves 
—for in this way the men’s interest in the 
job is increased: team spirit is developed 
and their rate of bonus is linked with the 
progress achieved. 

“We think there ought to be a much more 
active development of work study, and I feel 
sure that costing should also rank high 
in our priorities for improvement. 

“By way of conclusion, it would be 
impossible to leave out referring to the 
technique of using the improved plant that 
is available to the industry today. The 
research side of plant “manufacturing is 
making a great contribution to the holding, 
and in many cases, the lowering of site 
costs, and we on the user side of the industry 
must see that we do our own research,” 
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“LABOUR ONLY” 
SU B-CONTRACTING 


Battersea Council's Proposed Ban 


PPHE Works Committee of Battersea 

MBC recommended the council on 
Wednesday that a condition be included in 
all future contracts for building works 
entered into by the council prohibiting the 
contractor from employing “labour only ” 
sub-contractors. 

In the report the committee state: “ Our 
attention has been drawn to the activities 
of certain sub-contractors on building works 
who supply the main contractors with labour 
only and do not supply materials or plant. 
We understand that there have been 
instances where ‘labour only’ sub-contrac- 
tors have absconded without meeting their 
obligations to their employees with regard 
to pay and their National Insurance and 
holiday credit stamps, the employees in such 
cases having no claim against the main 
contractor. 

“We also understand that, although the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives agreed in 1951 to the employ- 
ment of approved ‘labour only’ sub-con- 
tractors in order to expedite the housing 
programme, they have now ceased to 
recognise them in view of the numerous 
complaints received. We are not aware of 
any instances occurring in Battersea, but we 
consider that the activities referred to are 
undesirable and might lead to complications 
and delays in completion of contracts if 
they occurred on any of the council’s build- 
ing sites.” 


THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 


Application of Factories Act 


THE FOLLOWING communication has been 
received by the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers from the British 
Employers’ Confederation : — 

“As you will be aware, Christmas Day 
this years falls on a Sunday, and, as on pre- 
vious occasions when this has occurred, the 
Government has decided to ask the Queen 
to declare by Royal Proclamation that 
Tuesday, December 27, 1955, shall be a 
Bank and Public Holiday in England and 
Wales. 

“In 1949, the last occasion on which this 
occurred, the Confederation made inquiries 
at the Ministry of Labour as to whether 
Tuesday, December 27, would be regarded 
as a Bank Holiday for the purposes of Sec- 
tion 78 of the Factories Act, 1937, which 
prohibits the employment of Women and 
Young Persons under 18 in England and 
Wales on certain Bank and Public Holidays 
unless another day is substituted and not 
less than three weeks’ notice is given of the 
substitution. 

“The Ministry has informed the Con- 
federation that while, in the last resort, the 
question would be one for the Courts to 
determine, the definition of a Bank Holiday 
for the purposes of the Factories Acts has 
remained unchanged since 1901 and that on 
many previous occasions on which special 
holidays have been proclaimed—including 
a number of occasions when Christmas Day 
has fallen on a Sunday and the following 
Tuesday has been proclaimed a holiday— 
they have not been regarded as compulsory 
holidays for the purposes of the Factories 
Acts.” 















NEWS IN BRIEF 


LMBA HANDBOOK 


A limited number of copies of the LMBA 
Handbook for 1955—a mine of informa- 
tion for those associated with the building 
industry—is still available, price 7s. 6d. 
Applications to Secretary, LMBA, 47, Bed- 
ford-square, WC1. 


SURVEYOR RE-ENGAGED 


Evesham RDC has decided by 16 votes 
to 12 to reappoint its surveyor, Mr. R. J. P. 
Madge, recently appointed surveyor to 
Uckfield RDC, who has-been released from 
that post. 


EXAMINATION TALK 


Members of the junior organisation of the 
Incorporated Association of Architects and 
Surveyors are to hear a talk on the “ Prob- 
lems of the candidate’s approach to examina- 
tions and the education system generally ” 
at the Association’s premises, 75, Eaton- 
place, SW1, on November 2, at 7 p.m. The 
speaker will be Mr. G. F. Sarjeant, FRICS, 
FIAS, chairman of the IAAS Education 
Committee. 


HOUSING STANDARDS 


Solihull BC has decided that all houses 
built in the borough in future must conform 
to the standard laid down by the National 
House Builders’ Registration Council. This 
was announced on October 19 when Cllr. 
Charles Baker, housing committee chairman, 
told the council that his committee intended 
to ask all contractors building on land 
leased to them by the corporation, to main- 
tain the standard of the registration council. 


SCULPTURE FOR THE BANK 


The new Bank of England building at St. 
Paul’s Churchyard, London, is to incorporate 
several sculptures by Mr. Charles Wheeler, 
RA, who was responsible for figures on the 
Threadneedle-street premises. Mr. Wheeler 
has made a number of preliminary sketches 
for the new works in consultation with the 
architect, Mr. Victor Heal, FRIBA, for sub- 
mission to the Governors for approval. 


DELINQUENCY IN FLATS 


There is a much higher incidence of 
juvenile delinquency in huge blocks of coun- 
cil flats than in large housing estates, said 
Mr. G. N. C. Swift, Clerk to the Cumber- 
land County Council, speaking at Keswick 
on October 15 at-a week-end. school on 
“The mind and _ background of the 
offender.” He said that he hoped that this 
fact would prevent local authorities in 
Cumberland from being led to build large 
blocks of flats. 


SHOREDITCH HOUSING 


The Shoreditch, Hackney and Highbury 
Housing Association, Ltd., 10, Hoxton- 
square, Shoreditch, N1, have issued their 
24th annual report for the year 1954. 


NEW HOUSING INVITED 


Tamworth Rural Council decided on 
October 22 to invite Birmingham Corpora- 
tion to build 100 houses annually for five 
years in the district for the city’s overspill 
population. Welcoming the decision, 
Alderman A. F. Bradbeer, chairman of 
Birmingham’s housing committee, said that 
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the offer would be considered “very 
sympathetically,” but the Government 


might not favour Birmingham’s building 
and owning houses jn the area of another 
authority. The whole question of subsidies 
was being examined by the Minister of 
Housing and it was thought that it would 
be wise to await the Government’s new 
policy. 


WATER COMMITTEE REVIVED 


Meetings of the Central Advisory Water 
Committee, appointed by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, are being 
resumed, and the first wil] be held on 
October 31. The Minister, Mr. Duncan 
Sandys, is chairman of the committee, and 
the vice-chairman is the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Mr. William Deedes. The committee 
was first set up in 1946, under the Water 
Act, 1945, and has issued a series of reports 
on river pollution, water softening, gather- 
ing grounds and Jand drainage. 


INDUSTRIAL SAFETY AWARD 


The Royal Society of Arts have awarded 
the Benjamin Shaw prize of £20 for indus- 
trial safety to Mr. A. E. Griffiths, of Birm- 
ingham, for his dust and swarf extractor. 
Commended were Mr. R. C. Walsh, of 
Chester, for an expandable fireguard, and 
Mr. H. A. Holland, of Tonbridge, for 
describing a safe method of “climbing 
scaffolding.” 


LONG-SERVICE PRESENTATION 


On September 30 a presentation was made 
to Mr. Reginald Johnston, chairman of the 
Kleine Co., Ltd., to mark the completion 
of his fiftieth year of service to the com- 
pany. The presentation was made by mem- 
bers of the Twenty-five Club, consisting of 
members of the staff who have served the 
Kleine Co. for 25 years or more. The 
Kleine Co., Ltd., was established in 1905 
and celebrates its golden jubilee this year. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Knocking in Cold Water Pipes 


Q.—I would be glad of advice on the 
following problem: An intermittent knock- 
ing occurs in the cold-water pipes in my 
house. The water board have rewashered 
the main stop cock and a new washer has 
been fitted in the ball-valve in the tank. 
Hot water is obtained by means of geysers, 


A.—The: sound of intermittent knocking 
in cold-water pipes could be due to faulty 
washers on draw-off taps and _ball-valves, 
the use of quick-closing valves (now rarely 
fixed) or to ‘worn parts in non-concussive 
valves permitting the latter to close sud- 
denly. The velocity of water passing 
through undersized pipes or partly closed 
valves may also set up undesirable noises, 

In flats this nuisance may occur when a 
faulty draw-off valve is opened and the 
sound travels along the pipe through several 
flats. Where detached houses have indi- 
vidual connections to the company’s main, 
noises emanating from neighbouring dwell- 
ings are greatly reduced by the cast-iron 
main. However, in some instances where a 
main is on the farther side of the road, a 
single pipe is run across the road and 
branched to supply two or more houses. 
This will transmit sound from one house to 
another. 

These sounds have characteristics differing 
from that of a sharp thump of water hammer 
to that of long drawn out hissing of escaping 
water. Typical examples are: (a) The sharp 
thump, generally attributed to a faulty non- 
concussive valve. (b) More regular knock- 
ing when opening and closing draw-off valves 
may denote faulty washers. (c) Regular 
subdued sound with or without hissing. 
This could be an_ unsuitable _ball-valve 
rhythmically opening and closing under high 


pressure. An equilibrium valve would cure 
this trouble. (d) Long drawn out hissing 
noise. This may be a ball-valve with an 


eroded seating or some foreign body em- 
bedded in the rubber washer. FE 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Following are current company results:-- 

K. & L. Timers, Ltp., announce that net profit 
before taxation for year to June 30 was £164,605 
(£108,228 in 1954). 

Eastwoops, Ltp., declare a group trading profit 
of £956,256 to March 31 (against £883,272). A final 
dividend on ordinary stock of 10 per cent., making 
174 per cent. for the year is recommended. A 
rights issue of one for three ordinary shares will also 
be recommended. 

A final dividend of 15 per ceut., making a total 
distribution for the year to June 30 of 20 per cent. 
(less tax), on the increased capital is recommended by 
Wittiam SucG & Co., Lip. The net profit was 
£64,989, against £57,913. 

G. H. Downinc & Co., LTp., announce a gross 
profit to March 31 of £202,975. A final dividend of 
10 per cent. (making 15 per cent. for the year) js 
recommended to the annual meeting on November 9. 

Gross profits of £442,988 for the year were reported 
to the annual meeting of the KeTroN PorRTLAND 
Cement Co., Ltp., on October 6. A final dividend 
of 15 per cent., making 20 per cent. for the year 
(against 17$ per cent. last year), was declared. 

RicHarp Crittatt & Co., Ltp., recommend 8 
dividend of 174 per cent. on ordinary shares (15 pet 
cent. last year). Consolidated gross profit to June 
last was £101,015 (£76,909 previous year). er 

Tuos. W. Warp, Ltp., recommend a final divident 
of 114 per cent. (less tax) on ordinary share -— 
making, with the interim dividend already paid, 
15 per cent. for the year ended June 30. ae 

SHARPE & FISHER, Ltp., have declared an interim 
dividend of 5 per cent., less tax, on account of 
year ending December 31 next. (Same as last yea 
but on increased capital.) , : nctdantent 

Humpureys, Ltp., declare an interim dividen the 
6 per cent., less tax, on ordinary shares (against 
be r cent. in 1954). a 

gh oethacarcle Co., Lrp., have declared a dividend 
of 124 per cent., less tax, on ordinary share capita!. 
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[From Our Own Correspondents] 
AUSTRALIA .—Large 


new school con- 
struction plans are planned for the six 
Australian states. An aggregate sum of 
£90m. has been budgeted for schooling, a 
large part of which will be allocated for 
new and better schools. New South Wales 
is to spend £30m. on education. In Vic- 
toria. a record sum of £22m. is to be spent. 

Australia’s motor-car industry is expand- 
ing rapidly, and consequently there is a 
boom in building construction of car-assem- 
bly plants. Australia’s motor industry is 
dominated by four North American manu- 
facturers—General Motors, Ford, Chrysler, 
and International Harvester, and by four 
British manufacturers — Austin, Nuffield, 
Rootes, and Standard. All these companies 
have expansion plans. It has been an- 
nounced that General Motors are planning 
a further £74m. expansion programme. 
British Motor Corporation (Aust.) Pty., Ltd., 
has an investment programme of £34m. 
involving doubling the Nuffield factory in 
Sydney and expansion of the Austin plant 
in Melbourne. Rootes (Aust.), Ltd., and the 
Standard Motor Company are also engaged 
in substantial additions to their factories 
and plant capacity and additional exten- 
sions are now being studied. 


IRAQ.—A Greek consultant engaged by 
the Iraqi Development Board has estimated 
that not less than 1€0,000 houses will be 
needed to meet the country’s present 
shortage. Several prototype schemes are 
to be begun; one of them is being under- 
taken by a British firm. Meanwhile, the 
Estate (Mortgage) Bank has acquired further 
plots of land in Baghdad for resale to the 
public. The bank, whose, functions are 
similar to those of a building society, has 
received an additional loan from the gov- 
ernment to encourage home-ownership. 

A survey has just been completed for the 
Development Board of a site for a new 
international airport near Baghdad. No 
decision has yet been taken on whether the 
€xisting airport should be developed and 
modernised or whether removal to a new 
site would be preferable. ... A scheme is 
being considered for a 50,000-tons-per- 
annum fertiliser plant in the vicinity of 
the Kirkuk and Zubair oilfields. 


KENY A.—Mr. R. E. Anderson, chairman 
of the Kenya European Hospital Associa- 
tion, announced recently plans for the erec- 
tion of a four-storey extension to the Nairobi 
European Hospital. It will cost £159,000 
and will contain 108 beds. The new block, 
In addition to wards, will contain a complete 
training school with a lecture theatre, a 
Physiotherapy room and a cardiac centre. 
- Nairobi @ity Council has earmarked 
£400,000 for Asian housing in the estimates 
for the next four years... . Standard 
Vacuum Oil are to build a new bulk storage 


depot at Nanyuki for petrol and other types 
of lubricants, 


NEW ZEALAND.—A training school 
for firemen is to be built in New 
Zealand at Island Bay, Wellington, at 
a cost of £80,000.... A large block 


of government offices is to be built on a 
con Bowen-street, Wellington, close to 
arliament Buildings. The NZ Cabinet has 
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authorised the preparation of plans and 
specifications for the buiiding, which should 
be completed in six years’ time. There is a 
large programme of building for government 
buildiags. The intention is to house all 
government departments in six to ten build- 
ings instead of the 48 now in use. 


BUILDING MATERIALS INQUIRY 

*Mr. Reginald Crampton, 10, Duke-street. 
Kingston, Jamaica, wishes to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers of the fol- 
lowing: Reinforcing steel rods for concrete; 
galvanised corrugated sheets; galvanised plain 
sheets; copper sheets for guttering and flash- 
ing; brass sheets; brass and copper rods; 
sanitary earthenware; and bathroom tiles, 

Manufacturers interested in this agency in- 
quiry should write direct to Mr. Crampton. 
Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext., 
776, quoting ref. ESB/19662/55. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA TIMBER 


A vigorous publicity programme aimed at 
expanding the market for British Columbia 
timbers in the United Kingdom will shortly 
be lauached by the British Columbia 
Lumber Manufacturers’ Association. Re- 
sponsibility for initiating and supervising 
the campaign has been delegated to Mr. G. 
Cleveland Edgett, Timber Development 
Director of the BCLMA, who made a pre- 
liminary survey of market openings when 
he was in the UK earlier this year. Mr. 
Edgett has now returned to England to 
implement the association’s plans and has 
established headquarters at the office of 
the Commercial Secretary (Timber), Canada 
House, London, SW1. 

During his earlier visit to Britain, Mr. 
Edgett was impressed by the interest evinced 
by architects and engineers in Canadian 
achievements in the field of timber con- 
struction. and especially in the use of glued- 
laminated technique. The BCLMA’s cam- 
paign will therefore place some emphasis 
on the modern structural possibilities of 
timber and make available to professional 
designers the fullest information about 
Canadian technique and usage. 

Considerabie prominence will be given 
throughout the campaign to the merits of 





_* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 


THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium-sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 


Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 
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Pacific Coast hemlock and Western red 
cedar. Hemlock, in particular, will be 
featured as a timber offering high promise 
in the economical fabrication of laminated 
structures. Three demonstration hemlock 
“blue-lam” arches, designed for the 
BCLMA by Mr. A. Roscoe-Hudson, 
ARIBA, architect to the Timber Develop- 
ment Association, are at present being made 
in this country in readiness for the forth- 
coming Building Exhibition. 


A COLOMBIAN CONTRACT 


A $3,000,000 contract for the purchase of 
3,200 “ Kingstrand”’ aluminium houses has 
been awarded to British suppliers by the 
housing organisation of the Government of 
the South American Republic of Colombia. 
The housing organisation—the Instituto de 
Credito Territorial—is acting in pursuance of 
the Government’s desire to deal with a short- 
age of rural housing; Colombia estimates 
that 500,000 rural housing units are needed 
at present, and that the shortage is increas- 
ing at the rate of 8,000 a year. The idea 
of the Kingstrand house originated in 
Canada with Aluminium Laboratories, Ltd., 
and was developed by Northern Aluminium 
Company, Ltd., in Britain. The actual 
manufacture and packing of the house (in 
boxes 12 ft. by 3 ft. by 1 ft.) are carried out 
by an independent concern, A. P. Metalcraft, 
Ltd., Coventry and Shipston-on-Stour. Since 
the United Nations estimate that more than 
150,000,000 families in underdeveloped 
areas throughout the world lack adequate 
housing, this type of house is regarded by 
housing experts as one possible solution to 
this problem, and one which offers wide 
export prospects. 


ARCHITECTS AND QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS WANTED 


Vacancies in Rhodesia and Nyasaland 


A NUMBER of vacancies for architects, 
assistant architects and assistant quantity 
surveyors exist in the Federal Public Works 
Department, Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry in the Federation of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland. 

For architects, applicants (under 45) must 
hold the ARIBA or equivalent qualification. 
The starting salary is £1,650 p.a. on a scale 
rising to £1,800. 

Assistant architects (under 35) must 
hold the ARIBA or equivalent qualification. 
The starting salary is £800-£1,000 p.a. on 
scale rising to £1,600. 

Successful applicants for these posts will 
be engaged on the design and preparation of 
working drawings for Government buildiags, 
schools, hospitals, post offices, police 
stations, etc. 

Assistant quantity surveyors (under 35) 
must hold ARICS (Quantities) or a Uni- 
versity Diploma giving exemption there- 
from. Starting salary and scale as for 
assistant architects. Duties to include taking 
off, preparing bills of quantities for all types 
of public buildings, including measurement 
and valuation of builders’ accounts. 

Successful applicants for all posts, which 
are permanent and_ pensionable, will 
probably be stationed in Salisbury or 


Bulawayo but are liable to serve anywnere 
in the Federation. 
where in this issue. 


Details advertised clse- 
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Towns and Hinterlands 


AN explanatory text (Planning Maps— 

Explanatory Texts, No. 6, Local Acces- 
sibility. HM Ordnance Survey, price 9d.) 
has been issued by the Ministry of Local 
Government and the Department of Health 
for Scotland to assist in the interpretation of 
the “Local Accessibility” map published in 
April this year. This map is the latest addi- 
tion to the series of “ Ten Mile” Planning 
Maps (on the scale of 1/625,000). An im- 
portant message of this map and of the 
accompanying text is that for very many 
purposes towns should not be considered 
apart from the territories they serve. The 
population and nature of the hinterland will 
influence, for example, the size of town 
shopping centre and car parking accommo- 
dation. For this reason the map is already 
proving useful to administrators in both 
central and local government, to town and 
country planners, and to experts in the field 
of advertising and market research. 


Princes-street Car Park 


EDINBURGH Town Council decided by 
38 votes to 24 at a special meeting on 
October 20 to apply to the Secretary of State 
for Scotland to have promoted a provisional 
order relating to the construction of an 
underground coach and car park in East 
Princes-street. 


Paisley Redevelopment Scheme 


PAISLEY TOWN Councit has approved 
plans for reconstruction of slum areas in 
the town to cost somewhere in the region 
of £2m. This is in addition to a redevelop- 
ment scheme covering the central area, 
already approved at a cost of £1m., making 
these schemes among the largest in con- 
Sideration by any Scottish town at the pre- 
sent time. 


The Late Mr. Donald H. Gordon 

THE ANCIENT CRAFT of stone hewer 
received another blow on October 12 with 
the death at Galashiels of Mr. Donald H. 
Gordon, a native of Edinburgh. Import- 
ant. works in which Mr. Gordon applied 
the hewer’s art for well over half a cen- 
tury included the “Scotsman ” offices, Edin- 
burgh; Melrose Abbey; Peel House; Floors 
Castle; Old Parish and St. Paul’s Church 
Galashiels; Galashiels War Memorial; 
Hendersyde Park, Kelso; and Catscleuch 
Waterworks in the Cheviot Hills. To return 
home for a week-end from this latter job, 
Mr. Gordon was wont to recall that he 
had to walk to Jedburgh to travel by train. 
Interested in Powderhal] and “ peds ” all his 
life, Mr. Gordon cherished a recollection 
of training that great football personality, 
Mr. W. Struth, of Rangers, as a half-miler. 
Mr. Gordon was in his 82nd year. 


Bailey Bridge Technique 
A NEW METHOD in outfall sewer laying 
has been employed successfully in the sea 
just off Doonfoot, Ayr, by Whatlings, Ltd., 
the civil engineering contractors. It is the 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 


Joint Council as from April 18, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 


including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s. 54d. 


For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 a 
s. d. 
Ist eg ss 2 BS 44 0 
2nd si = 1. wae 58 8 
3rd = : . 50 88 0 
4th ‘ a .. 66% 117 4 
Sth oS 75 132 0 


For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of . § 


probationary period) .. 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) .. ee ae: 











first experiment of its kind. 

Whatlings, Ltd., applied to this particular 
problem the experiences with the war-time 
Bailey Bridge and the result was a man- 
made “island” which enabled the pipe- 
layers to work in almost any kind of 
weather. 

The bridgework was set on adjustable 
piers and on top of “ camel’s feet” resting 
on the sea bottom. As each section of the 
piping was laid, the back was transferred 
to the front and the “island” moved from 
its original position 900 ft. out from high 
water mark to the point 1,600 ft. out where 
the pipe ended. 


Building Centre Film Shows 


MANY FILMS on building subjects are of 
interest to a wider public than those directly 
concerned with the building industry. With 
this in mind the directors of The Scottish 
Building Centre, 425, Sauchiehall-street, 
Glasgow, have arranged a series of film 
shows on Wednesday evenings at which 
building films will be shown publicly. The 
subjects covered range widely and in addi- 
tion to seeing the films, visitors to the centre 
will be able to put their problems to the 
technical and trade experts who will be in 








attendance. 


WITH THE 





Penetrex 59 


THE COLOURLESS 


WATERPROOFING LIQUID 


ABSOLUTELY TKANDPAKENI 

Equally successful on Brick, Stone, Gement, Concrete, 
Asbestos Cement and Wood surtaces. Walls treated with 
Penetrex ‘53° are proof against dampness caused by 
Griving rain tor 5 years. Penetrex “*53°" Is economical 
too—one gaiion giving trom 100 sq. ft. to 270 sq. ft. 
depending upon the porosity of the surfaces. 

Ask at your Builders’ Merchant or write for prices and 
nearest ttockist to Sole Manutacturers : : 


tTo 


1 5692 


FA. WINTERBURN 
HOLBORN STREET. LEEDS 6 Te 
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Mechanical Operators’ Pay 


THE ScoTTisH National Joint Council for 
the Building Industry has now laid down 
stipulated rates of pay for operators of 
certain mechanical plant. These rates, which 
are to be added to Working Rule 3, will be 
payable as from October 31, and will be 
additions to the labourers’ rate, being of two 
categories. Details can be obtained from 
the Employers’ Secretary, Mr. D. McCowan 
Hill, 13 Woodside-crescent, Glasgow, C3. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Ediaburgh.—Plans are under consideration by the 
Board of Management, Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, 
for a scheme of reconstruction and the erection of a 
new nurses’ home at the convalescent home, Corstor- 
phine, Westend. 

forfarshire.—Plans approved for 86 ‘houses at 
Newmanswalls housing site for Burness & Sons 


(Bldrs.), Ltd., 14, Murray-st., Montrose. Plans by 
own A. 
Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared for the 


Scottish Chemists’ Supply Co., Ltd., Buchanan-st., 
for alterations and additions at Drury-st., City. Archi- 
tect, James W. Reid (A), 79, West Regent-st., 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for Harland 
& Wolff, Ltd., Govan, for new buildings at Helen-st. 
Engineers, Messrs. Hobart & Heron, MlnstCE, 
Belfast. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for the Scot- 
tish Dance Halls, Ltd., 76, Southwark-st., SE1, for 
alterations and additions at their Sauchiehall-st. build- 
ings. Arcbitects, Wylie, Shanks & Wylie (F&A), 12, 
Claremont-gdns., Sauchiehall-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared by their own 
engineers for boilerhouse buildings at Nunston-st., and 
new plant buildings at Dunn-st., for Sir William 
Arrol & Co., Ltd., 85, Dunn-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for 264 houses 
at Unit 4 of the Castlemilk housing development. 
Architect, Archibald G. Jury (F), Housing Offices, 
The Trongate, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans are in hand for the Archdiocese of 
Glasgow for church which is to be erected at Prospect- 
hill-rd., Battlefield. Langside. Architect, Thomas G 
Gardiner (A), Blythswood-chbrs., West George-st., 
Glasgow. ey 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for additions 
at 1149 to 1157, Gallowgate, for Vulcanite, Ltd., 


Galton. Architect, Joseph Wilson (A), North British 
& Mercantile Insurance Buildings, St. Vincent-st., 
Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared by their own 
staff of architects at their Leeds headquarters for 
additions and alterations at 7 to 13, Brunswick-st. 
and 154 to 164, Trongate, for Montague Burton, Ltd., 
Leeds. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for Fyfe & 
Fyfe, Ltd., Bath-st., for additions and alterations at 
203-205, Dumbarton-nd., Partick. Architects, Gratton 
& Macléan (F), 21, Woodside-ter., Charing Cross, 
Glasgow. ; 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved or two 
schemes for Bulls Metal & Marine, Ltd., Bulldale- 
st., for extensions to the Bulldale Foundry, and ‘also 
for new stowrooms at Scotstoun. Engineers, F. A. 
Macdonald & Ptnrs.. 21, Woodside-ter., Charing 
Cross, Glasgow. ; 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own staff R. 
architects at 50-54, Beak-st., London, WCl, tor 
alterations and additions at the Ritz Cinema, — 
head-st., have been approved for Associated Britis 
Cinemas, Ltd., 30-31, Golden-sq., London. | 

Gourock.—Plans are in hand for a Renfrewshit 
approved old people’s home (estimated cost, £34, - 
at The Kirn-drive. Council A, William V. Kelly, 
Master of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Shore-st., 
Gourock. pene 

Fifeshire.—Plans are in the hands of their ‘ 
architectural staff at their headquarters at Leeds = 
extensive scheme of reconstruction and addition | 
be carried out at Kirkcaldy for John Collier, ” 
Leeds (tailors). 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for housin 
at Bishopbriggs for George Wimpey & Co., 
27, Hammersmith-gr., London, W6. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been, approved for = 
electricity sub-stations at Clock and Bog Race 
Lesmahagow; Woodlands-ave., Bethwell; — 
Blantyre; and Lanark-rd., Lesmahagow; these. m4 
by the South of Scotland Electricity Board architects, 
137, Almada-st., Hamilton West. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for 7 
Kilbride Development Corporation scheme © ht 
houses at site 6, Mains. Architect, Frank Scott () 
Torrence House, East Kilbride. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans prepared by th 
have been approved for extensions at t 4 
bank buildings for the Dunlop Cotton Mills, 
Castleton, Rochdale, Lancasbire. fh 

Stirling. —Plans have been approved for the = 
development of the Broomridge housing site, peed 
ing of 222 houses. Council A, James H. Lees 
(F), Master of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., 
Stirling. 
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Appointments open will be 


Full details of Public 
pages of this ana 


gound in the Advertisement 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
~his list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
ot paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end reter to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
NOVEMBER 2. 


*+Birmingham City C.—18 shops, 17 flats and office 


accommodation, The Fordrough, West Heath, con- 
tract 504; tenants’ room, Field-la., Bartley Green, 
contract T.50/5. City A, Civic Centre. Dep. £2 2s. 


Tenders by November 30. 

NOVEMBER 3. 

*{Birmingham City Council.—Alterations and ex- 
tensions 7 and 8, Shenley Fields ——- Homes, 
Shenley-la., ee City A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by Decem ; 

*tHants Police Authority.—Police houses and offices 


each contract. 


at Headley, Kingsclere and Ropley. County A, Win- 
chester. Dep. £1 Is. each. 
*{Surrey CC,—Erection of County Prim. Sch. and 
Library at Ash, nr. Guildford. County A. 
NOVEMBER 4. 
*tSwansea CB.—27 flats, Penlan, and 26 flats, 
Gendros. Boro’ A. Dep. £5 each. 


NOVEMBER 5. 
*+Essex CC.—Hutted classrooms, County Secondary 
School, Wickford. County A, Chelmsford. 
*tEssex CC.—Three contracts: (1) Additions, New- 
port Grammar School; (2) additional classrooms, 
Palmers Endowed School for Girls, Grays; (3) erec- 


tion, Basildon Woodlands Sec. Mod. Sch. and Brent- 
wood South Sec. Mod. Sch. County A: 
Conolly (F), Crelmsford. 

*{Greenwich MBC.—12 houses at Merriman-rd. 


site. BE&S, Town Hall. 
NOVEMBER 7. 


*tArnold UDC.—Six shops and 6 maisonettes, 
Oxclose housing tstate. A: J. Dudding & Ptnrs., 
30, Clarendon-st., Nottingham. Dep. £2 2s. 


_ *Barrow-in-Furness CB.—Demolition of buildings 
én first section ae Hindpool flats clearance. BS. 


*tBucks CC.-—Canteen kitchen and dining-room in 
timber hutting and brick boiler house at Downley 
Prim. Sch. County A, County Offices. Tenders by 


December 5. 

_*tBucks CC.—Canteen kitchen and dining-room in 

timber hutting and brick boiler house at Sec. Mod 

Sch., Chalfont St. Peter. County A. Dep. £2 2s 

Tenders by December 5. 

_ “tEast Suffolk CC.—Extensions at Eye Grammar 

Sch. County A. Tenders by December 12. 
*tSomerset CC.—Erection of Wincanton Sec. Mod. 

Sch. County A, Park-st., Taunton. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tWest Riding CC.—New conveniences and altera- 


ions to existing at Pontefract Willow Park J.M. 
School. County A, ‘* Bishopgarth,’’ Westfield-rd., 
Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by November 14. 


, NOVEMBER 11. 

Hants CC.—Erection of three sec. schools, one 
each at Whitehill, Petersfield and Romsey; and three 
junior schools, one each at Fareham Park, Havant 
Front Lawn and Fawley Blackfield. County A, The 
Castle, Winchester. 

*tPortsmouth City. —Kiosks, South Parade; 
and maisonettes, King-st.; and 108 houses, 
Leigh No. 4. C ity A. Dep. £1 each contract. 

NOVEMBER 12. 
CC.—Additional classroom at St. 
Auckland County Jun. Sch. County A, 


76 flats 
West 


*+Durham 
Helen’s 
South-st. 

: NOVEMBER 14. 

Bradford TC.—Erection of 13 houses and shops at 
various sites. City E&S. Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
é East Sussex CC.—EFrection of Haywards Heath 
srammar Tech. Sch. Cty. A, Lewes. 

*Southend-on-Sea CB. —Erection and 


*s completion 
4 garages ¢ inci 1 
-* garages and incidental works at 


various sites. 


Boro’ A, 30. Alexandra-st. D 2.28 

a-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
aortic RDC.—72 traditional houses at St. 
MIMan S-cres., Ecclesfield. Arthur Wikeley. 
i nat, Council Offices, Grenoside, Sheffield. 


VEMBER 15. 
. Hatfield RDC — houses and 10 garages at Red- 
all estate (North). J. Parker (A), 82, Great 


North- “Pd., Hatfield. Dep. £2 2s. 

co, Morecambe and Heysham BC.—Alterations and 

sy ee of bigest “st. Congregational Church to 
igistrates’ Courtroom, etc. BE&S. Dep. £1. 


NOVEMBER 17. 


*tEast Sussex CC.—Two contracts 71) Phase IT, 


ae Hill Oakmeeds Cty. Sec. Sch. (2) Phases Ii 
I, Crowt —— Cty. Sec. Sch. Cty. A., Lewes. 
NOVEMBER 19, 

cc. Wardle UDC.—26 houses, Ashbrook estate, 


» Wardle-rd., Rochdale. Dep. £2 


NOVEMBER 21. 

*Finchley BC.—Cleansing and disinfecting station 
at the Mortuary site, North Circular-rd. BE&S, 294- 
296, Regents Park-rd. Dep. £2. 

*Luton BC.—Extension to War Memorial. 
Blomfield (F), 1, New-court, Temple, London, 
or FC. Dep. £3 3s. 

NOVEMBER 22. 

Chatham BC.—80 houses at Weeds Wood estate 
and 22 houses at Roosevelt-ave., Wayfield estate. 
BE&S, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

BESS. 


Austin 
EC4, 


*Ilford BC.—Boathouse, Goodmayes Park. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 23. 
Birmingham City C.—12 houses a Wheelwright-rd., 
Erdington. City A. Dep. £2 2 
NOVEMBER 24. 
and Weybridge UDC.—74 
estate (section 2). E&S, Council Offices. 
NOVEMBER 28. 
Eliesmere Port BC.—196 three-bedroom traditional 


*Walton 
Hersham-rd. 


houses and one special type five-bedroom house in 
blocks of two, four, six and eight at North Whitby 
housing estate. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

NOVEMBER 29. 
Brighton CB.—17 flats amd 17 maisonettes, Essex- 


t. BE&S, 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 1. 
“Cheshire CC.—Approved list of contractors for 
various building works. County A, Chester. 
DECEMBER 2. 
‘Southwick UDC.—26 flats at 
Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 21. 
*Middleton BC.—Provision and fixing of wrought 
iron balustrades to seven shops and five maisonettes 
at Hollin estate. Boro’ A. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 


ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 14. 
RDC. — Two r.c. water 
175,000 gals. capacity repectively, 


The Drive. E&S, 


towers of 
with 


Hartismere 
106,000 and 


houses at 











A decorative 
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waterproofing 
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- water levels of 100 ft. at Finningham and Wood- 


lands, Fressingfield. W. Herbert Bateman & Ptnrs., 
Cons. Engrs., Halifax House, Bank Plain, Norwich. 
Dep. £5 5s 


West Hartlepool CBC.—1,590 lin. yds. sewer (9 in. 
to 21 in.) and 9,000 yds. super. of carriageway at 
Owton Manor estate. BE. Dep. £5. 

NOVEMBER 16. 

Hertfordshire CC.—Widening and redecking of 
bridge over LMR Railway at Hatfield-Hertford Road, 
St. Albans, including demolition of existing bridge 
deck, construction of 3,500 sq. ft. new deck in 
concrete-encased steel beams on existing piers and 


abutments, substructure works for future widening 

and realignment and regrading of 750 sq. yds. 

carriageway on approaches. County S. 
NOVEMBER 17. 

Grimsby RDC.—850 lin. yds. 30-ft. and 36-ft. wide 
road amd 2,400 lin. yds. surface water and foul 
sewers at’ Waltham. L. P. Bradshaw, AMIMunE, 
MRSI, E&S, 1, Deansgate-ter., Grimsby. Dep 
£223: 

NOVEMBER 26. 
Tynemouth CBC.—Storm relief sewer at Bear’s 


Back outfall, comprising 195 yds. 36-in. dia. C1 sea out- 
fall pipe with concrete surround, 1,436 yds. concrete 
sewers up to 48 in. dia. and with short sections in 
heading, ancillary works, including manholes, over- 
flow chambers and outfall discharge block, and mass 
concrete sea wall 140 ft. long, with reshaping and 
drainage of cliff at rear. BS, 16, Northumberland-sq., 
N. Shields. Dep. £5 5s. 
NOVEMBER 30. 

Midhurst RDC. in. yds. 6-in. stoneware pipe 
sewers amd sewage disposal works, etc., at Lurgas- 
hall. F. JT. Jones, MIMunE, E&S, Council Offices. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 6. 

Thurrock UDC.—Construction and driving of 
14,000 ft. precast or in situ r.c. piles in 275 piles of 
52 ft. average length at Marsh Farm Sewage Disposal 
Works, West Tilbury, Essex. W. H. Radford & Son, 
Council’s Cons. Engrs., 57, Goldsmith-st., Notting- 
tam. Drawings also with E&S, Palmer’s-ave., Grays. 
Dep. £5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


City.—Potice StaTionN.—Plans are to be prepared 
by D. H. McMorran, FRIBA, 14, North Audley-st., 
WI1, for the erection of a new police station for the 
City of London Corporation on the site bounded by 
Gutter-la., Goldsmith-st. and Wood-st. A maximum 
cost of £300,000 has been fixed for the project, and 
it is hoped that building will commence by 1958. 

Hackney. — SITE ACQUISITION. — BC are recom- 
mended to acquire a site comprising open land 
abutting the southern side of Bakers Hill and the 
northern side of Leaside-rd., at the rear of the sites 





of Nos. 135-151 (odd), Mount Pleasant-la., for 
housing purposes. 
Holborn.—Fiats.—TP approval has now _ been 


received in respect of 30 flats proposed at the Mount 

leasant and Poole’s Buildings housing site. In con- 
sultation with LCC, MBC have decided that the 
development should be by means of a tower block 
to avoid obscuring daylight from the windows of the 
existing Rosebery-sq. flats immediately adjoining. The 
scheme was prepared by Boro’ A. 

Holborn.—Fvats.—Preliminary sketch plans pre- 
pared by Boro’ A for the erection of two I1-storey 
tower blocks of about 48 flats each at Ormond-cl. 
housing site have been approved in principle by 
MBC as stage 1 of this site’s development. Boro’ A 
is to prepare a model of the scheme. 

Lambeth.—DEVELOPMENT.—The appointment of 
Harry Moncrieff, FRIBA, of Co-operative Planning, 
Ltd., 73b, South Side, Clapham Common, SW4, as 
architect in connection with the development of site 
No. 28, Canterbury-cres. has been recommended by 
Hsg. Com. 

Lambeth.—APpPpoINTMENT.—Hsg. Com. “oe 
that E. C. Harris & Ptnrs., 3, Bedford-sq., WC1, 
appointed quantity surveyors in connection with bn 
development of site No. 33, Gipsy Hill; and that 
Davis, Belfield and Everest. 9, Ashley-pl., SW1, be 
appointed quantity surveyors in connection with the 
development of site No. 59, Knowle-rd. 

Ludgate Hill.—Ctus AND FLats.—At a meeting 
of the Court of Common Council on _ Octo- 
ber 20. the improvements ami town planning 
committee of tke City Corporation recom- 
mended approval of an application to erect a new 
building at 1-4, Amen Corner, and 13, 13a_and 14, 
Warwick-la., off Ludgate Hill, for use as offices and 
residential accommodation. The application was 
made on behalf of a body of women journalists who 
propose to run a club and provide about 25 flats 
above. This body is known as Women Journalists 
Estates, Ltd., which is registered as a housing associa- 
and preliminary plans have been prepared by 
. Rogers, ARIBA, 25, Swains-la., Highgate, N6. 
An appeal has been launched to raise the £20,000 
needed immediately. 

Stoke Newington.—SHops AND _ OFFICES. = 
approval has been given to proposals by J. F. 2 
Kelly, 47, Clissold-court, N16, for the erection of za 
shops with offices over on the site of Nos. 81-83, 
Stoke Newington High-st. 

Stoke Newington.—F1 AaTs.—Sanction has been 
given by MBC to the proposals by Howes and Jack- 
man, FF/RIBA, 1, Verulam-bidgs., Gray’s Inn, 
WC1, for the construction of a service road for flats 
to be erected for MBC at the rear of Nos. 28-52, 
Lordship Park. 
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Walthamstow.—DEVELOPMENT.—MH&LG approval 
has been given to the invitation of tenders by BC for 
the following schemes: Erection of 24 flats at Clock 
House; 28 flats at Higham Hill-rd. /Oatland-rise; six flats 
at Forest-rd/Hale End-rd., Colville-rd. and Chaucer-rd. 
—Hsg. Com. have also accepted a report by Boro’ A. 
E&S on the proposed programme for 1956, which 
would include the first part of the programme for 
building houses at Billericay. MH&LG general 
approval is to be sought. 

Walthamstow.—FLats.—BC have approved a 
scheme submitted by Boro’ A, E&S for the develop- 
ment of the Vallentin-rd./Back-rd. clearance area by 
the erection of 54 flats. The scheme has now been 
submitted for MH&LG approval. 

Wimbledon.—CREMATORIUM.—A local inquiry is to 
be held by MH&LG into BC’s proposal to build a 
crematorium at cemetery, Randall’s Park estate, 
Leatherhead, at estimated cost of £78,000. Drawings 
and particulars of scheme by BS have been forwarded 
for Minister’s information. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashington.—Work will commence early next year 
on erection of an operating suite, X-ray dept. and 
pathological dept. at Ashington Gen. Hospital for 
Newcastle Hospital Board, Benfield-rd., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. £40,000 included in next vear’s estimates 
for part of the work. Board’s Chief A: P. H. 
Knighton, MBE (A). 

Barrow-in-Furness.—MoW proposes erection of new 
telephone exchange, GPO engineering department, 
garage and Remploy factory at junction Hindpool-rd. / 
North-rd. 

Birkenhead.—BC approved schemes for 32 three- 
bedroomed and 8 two-bedroomed flats at Oxton-rd. 
area for Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, and 79 
houses and 9 shops at Inman-rd., Overchurch estate. 
Tenders to be invited for 71 houses and 32 flats at 
the Overchurch estate. 

Birtley (Durham).—Parish C inviting tenders for 
erection of crematorium in local cemetery. 

Blackpool.—EC approved sketch plans for pro- 
posed Bispham Cty. Sec. Mod. Sch., £169,000 est., 
and plans for first instalment of extensions at High- 
field Sec. Sch. BC to invite new tenders for the 
erection of two blocks of 6 flats at Red Bank-rd., 53 
dwellings on the Grange Park estate extension, and 
15 garages at Mereside. 

Bolton.—BC propose 24 bungalows at Yewdale- 
gdns. and 142 dwellings at Breightmet Neighbourhood 
Unit, south of Red Lane and erection of a new hostel 


for infirm people adjoining The Hollies, Breightmet.— 
New works and offices at Raikes-la. for Belcher 
(Radiox Services), Ltd. A: Parker & Rush- 


worth, 25, Church-st., Colne, Lancs. 

Bootle.—BC approved in principle erection of 
employment exchange at Stanley-rd. for MoW. 

Brighouse.—BC to reinvite tenders for 6 bungalows 
at Cain-la. estate: Approved plans:—8 houses at New 
Hey-rd., Rastrick, for G. Thompson & Son; brass 
ami aluminium foundry at Elland-rd. for Edwards 
(Brighouse), Ltd. 

Bristol.—M of E approved rebuilding of bombed 
wing of Colston Girls’ High Sch. £30.000 est. 

Cheadle _and Gatley.—Congregational Authorities, 
Elm-rd., Gatley, propose erection of new Sunday 
school, £20,000 est. (Pastor, Rev. D. V. Young). 

Cheste?.—HC propose erection of further 116 
houses at Blacon, £142,000 est.—Tenders to be 
invited for 46 three-storey flats and two shops at 
Blacon 4 site. 

Chester.—New store and office building at Sealand 
training estate for Pump Maintenance. Ltd. <A: Stan- 
ley Barnes, Hamilton-sq., Birkenhead. 

_ Chesterfield.—BC to prepare layout for 40 dwell- 
ings at rear of Swanwick Memorial Hall, Old Whit- 
tington estate. 

Clitheroe.—TC propose erection of 12 bungalows 
at Standen-rd. 

Colchester.—Four-storey emporium, est. to cost 
£200,000, to be erected on site of St. Nicholas’s 
Church, High-st., for Colchester Co-op. Socy. 

Coventry.—TC to commence work in Marchi, 1956, 
on construction of new retail market. Approved erec- 
tion of central depot on Destructor site, £175,000 est. 

Darlington.—Durham CC plans erection of new 
police station and courthouse at Darlington. County 
A.—EC approved sketch plans for proposed additions 
to St. Mary’s RC Gram. Sch. and approval of M of 
E is being sought.—TC received loan sanction for 
£16,040 for alterations to Haughton-rd. transport 
depot (second stage), and loan sanction is being 
sought for £14.300 for four shops, three flats and 
garage on Haughton North estate.—John Smith’s 
Tadcaster Brewery Co., Ltd., are to carry out altera- 
tions and additions to ‘*‘ Grey Horse ”’ inn, Haughton 

reen. 

Darlington.—RDC proposes houses at Piercebridge 
and Great Burdon. J. D. Collins, S$ 

Dublin.—Plans for new municipal buildings. est. 
to cost £700.000, on a site between Christ Church 
Cathedral and Wood quay will be placed before City 
C in December. Central block will be six storeys 
high, front wings five storeys, and rear wings four 
storeys. The office accommodation will have a total 
floor area of between 125,000 and 130,000 sq. ft. 
Plan envisages, at later date, roof gardens and can- 
teens for staff on flat roofs facing south to John’s-la. 
East. A: Jones & Kelly. 

Darham.—CC to build a number of community 
centres and 12 new schools. County A, Court-la., 


am. 

Easington.—RDC approved plans for 14 houses off 
Salters-la.. Shotton, for R. J. Edwards & Co.. bldrs., 
Durham-rd., Sunderland; alteration and additions to 
the ‘‘ Royal George ’’ inn, Old Shotton, for J. W. 
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Cameron & Co., Ltd., Lion Brewery, West Hartle- 
pool; pithead baths at Deaf Hill Colliery for the 
NCB (Architect’s Dept., Asfield Towers, Gosforth, 
Northumberland); and 13 bungalows, Meadow-ave., 
Blackhall, for A. Gilmore, Ltd., bldrs., St. Oswald’s- 
dr., Durham. 

Ellesmere Port.—BC proposes erection of 24 houses 
for re-sale. 

Felling (Durham).—Stephenson, Gillis & Pitnrs., 
Saville-chbrs., North-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are 
architects for proposed cinema (1,000 seats) on Leam- 
la. estate for A. Woolf. 

Fylde.—RDC proposes erection of 16 houses at 
Wesham, 16 at Warton and 4 each at Freckleton and 
Singleton. 

Gateshead.—Rev. B. A. Stronge, St. Patrick’s 
Presbytery, Felling, proposes RC church and school 
on Leam-la. estate, Gatehead. 

Havant,—New shopping and residential scheme, 
including a cinema, on land south of Havant Park 
and station is proposed by Wates, Ltd., of London, 
who hope to commence work early in 1956. 

Keighley.—TC approved estimate of £17,103 for 
proposed crematorium at Oakworth Cemetery. 
Approved plans for 4 houses at Southlands-rd., 
Riddlesdén, for F. Leach, amd for 8 houses at Grange- 
rd., Riddlesden, for William Whitfield & Son.— 
Regional Hospital Board preparing plans for a new 
casualty department at Victoria Hospital. 

Leeds.—TC approved in principle erection of exhibi- 
tion hall off Wellington-rd. ared erecton of flatted 
factories on Kirkstall-rd. Industrial estate. 

Liverpool.—TC to prepare plans for new police 
headquarters for ‘‘G’”’ division at Eaton-rd., and to 
invite tenders for new administrative offices at Edge- 
la. depot. 

Manchester.—Extensions to factory at corner of 
Dutton-st. and Shaw-st., Strangeways, for exors. of 
F. M. Glass. Plans by Leslie D. Morgan & Co., 
Union-st., Oldham.—Two shops and flats adjoining 
Four Ways Cinema, Moston-la., Moston, for C. C. 
Lamb. A: Matley, Brotherton and Mills (L), 39, 
Oxford-rd., Manchester.—Industrial Drafting Ser- 
vices, Ltd., propose erection of factory and_ offices 
at Shady-la., Roundthorn Industrial estate, Wythen- 
shawe. A: J. G. Dalrymple (A), 71, Broad Walk, 
Pownall Park, Wilmslow.—Midland Bank, Ltd., pro- 
pose alterations to bank premises at 47, Alexandra- 
rd., Moss Side. Plans by H. Davenport Dodd (F), 
41, Bakers-la., Churchtown, Southport. : 

Manchester.—Health Com. propose new occupation 
centre at Blackley for 64 MD children, £23,920 est. 

Manchester.—Plans for new airport buildings and 
facilities for Ringway Airport announced by City 
Airport Com. Designed by City A: L. C. Howitt 
(F), MTPI, scheme has est. cost of £2,159,176 for 
new terminal building (to include restaurants. bars, 
shops, Customs hall, control tower) and £800,000 
for extension to main runway. Main building to have 
light steel framework with glazed infilling and pre- 
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fabricated internal partitions. Private — dressing. 3 
rooms and dining-rooms also included. City ¢ ‘i s 
approval sought. os 
Manchester.—Board of Governors of United Map. : 
chester Hospitals propose extensive repairs to Man. "| 
chester Royal Infirmary; work to commence ney Offi 
year.—Thornley & Knight, Ltd., Bardsley Green-rd,, for 
Birmingham, propose erection of single-storey ware. Mo 
house and office building on vacant site on corner for 
of Stocks-st., St. Chads-st. and Stocks-st. Eas, "§ 
Cheetham.—Single-storey extension to light engineer- Co- 
ing factory at Leestone-rd., Northenden, for William alsc 
Kilbride & Sons. A: A. Rowland Walsingham (L), 'S 
6-8, Ashfield-rd., Cheadle, Cheshire.—Cohen & plu 
Weinstock, Ltd., propose extensions to factory at S 
corner of New Bridge-st. and Dutton-st., Strangeways, site 
Plans by Leslie D. Clegg Morgan & Co., Union-st.,, hall 
Oldham.—Extension to Parish Hall at Brownley. § 
Wythenshawe, for PC Council of St. Lukes.—Crossley con 
Bros., Ltd., Pottery-la., Whitworth-st. and Clayton T 
la. South, Openshawe, propose erection of metal bar De 
store to engineering works. A: Matley, Brotherton tior 
& Mills, 39, Oxford-rd., Manchester, 1. y 
Middlesbrough.—Additions proposed to Bramble cast 
Farm Social Club, Millbrook-ave. A: Garbutt, Jest 
Archibald & Archibald (L), 23, Albert-rd., Middies. T 
brough.—Additions to be carried out to dry. buil 
cleaning works in Roman-rd. for Rapid Cleaners $. 
Ltd., to plans by Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd— T 
Plans approved for alterations and additions to £80, 
corporation’s bus depot in  Parliament-rd. A: Bor 
Thomas A. Crawford (L), 80, Borough-rd.—T. R. v 
Dent & Son, wharfingers, Dent’s Wharf, to build Birk 
engineering workshop.—Garbutt, Archibald & Archi- v 
bald have been appointed architects by Newcastle | trial 
Hospital Board for converting ‘* Bryteg,”’ Middles. | Ltd 
brough, into a psychiatric out-patients’ dept. for S. | Ltd 
Luke’s Hospital. QS, Barrett, Son & Ptnrs., 17, new 
Brunswick-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. for 
Monmouth.—Tenders to be invited for 62 counci | Har 
houses at Tudor House estate, Wyesham. TC. f Bag 
Morecambe.—Lancs EC _ propose extensions at min 
Balmoral-rd. Cty. Sec. Sch. ; ; ing 
Nelson.—MoW proposes erection of new automatic | v 
telephone exchange. ‘ ; incli 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—H. C. Solomon (A), St. | Ben 
Mary’s-pl., Newcastle, prepared plans for alterations Bat! 
for factory in Blandford-st. for E. Baker & Co, Sec. 
manufacturers, Blenheim-st.. Newcastle. — Plans Gua 
approved for flats and maisonettes (126 tenancies) in ton 
South Benwell-rd. for City C, City A.—St. Mary's Prin 
Motors to convert premises in St. Mary’s-pl. into Pud: 
showrooms and offices. A: J. W. Hilton (A), Eldon £58, 
sq., Newcastle.—Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar, 21, phas 
Ellison-p!., Newcastle, are architects for factory addi Wor 
tions in Back Chapman-st. for Metal Box Co., Ltd— bury 
Lennards, Ltd. (Estates Dept.), Staple-hill, Bristol, ; 
are to provide stockrooms, etc., at 28-34, Clayton a. 
st. and Newgate-st.—P. A. Welsh, ‘‘ Muriafranz,” Ost 
Dunston-hill, Gateshead, 11, is architect for altera- port 
tions in Trafalgar-st. to provide warehouse and offices Ww 
for Bede Distributors, Ltd.—City Council obtaining Lea- 
tenders for building 36 flats and maisonettes in Hil: new 
st. and 69 houses at Kenton North to plans by City A 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—New science buildings, Queeo 
Victoria-rd., King’s College. Plans by W. B. Edwards 
& Ptnrs. (F), 52, Eldon-pl.. Newcastle. H *D 
Northwich.—Memorial Hall Committee to com- + D. 
mence work next year on erection of new Memorial i + De 
Hall. £30,000 est. } . § D. 
Oldham.—BC proposes erection of two child td. 
welfare centres and ante-natal clinics at Hollins and 
Waterhead. ve 
Poole-in-Wharfedale.—Memorial Hall Committee An 
propose erection of new Memorial Hall. A: Roland Wrie 
Thackray, Poole. ¥ . ; Ba 
Plymouth.—Scheme for a private nursing home Te: 
with 50 beds, est. cost £140,000, on the bombed sit Ba 
of The Terrace, West Hoe, will be considered bY Y flats 
City C. in Nov. | Estat 
Plymouth,—HC approved plans of new C of { gate, 
church and vicarage at Ham-dr.—Work_ on new Ltd., 
4-storey building in New George-st. for Moons t Ba 
begin next week.—Preliminary work for new Accid t, 4 bec 
Fire and Life Assurance offices in Armada-way ' | Swee 
begin within a month.—Westminster Bank 2% } Bir 
Mumfords in Old Town-st. and Lennards in NW a 
George-st. propose to start building early next yest I Skinr 
—Littlewoods, Ltd., completing arrangements for n° | PP 
store in New George-st. sane t ; £88.09 
Poulton.—C of E Authorities propose extensions (0 } S 3,0 
school at Hardhorn-rd. sec i 7 
Rotherham.—EC to erect Kimberworth_ Cty. re AE y 
Sch. in 1956-7 programme; appointed A. F. Scott | k =k 
Sons as architects for extensions to Range Aa 
College.—Plans submitted to BC:—Sub-station, Pe pt 
shop and garage at Fitzwilliam-rd. for The fed ; Da 
Co., Ltd.; new offices at Trubrite Works, Fi 4 ral 
for Arthur Lee & Sons, Ltd.: 26 houses at er Bie 
worth Park-rd., for R. G. Quibell, Kimberwortht Ba 
Rotherham: new finishing shop, amenities ag 4 ak 
offices at Sheffield-rd. for Steel, Peech and Sie Offi: 
Ltd.; warehouse at Westgate for Rotherham > Fenaiy 
Strip Co., Ltd. : : r 
caubanenth,~t. Allen (A), 32. St. Nicholas A e: 
Scarborough, is architect for six flats in bigucoor Wood 
rd., and factory addition, Seamer-rd., for Tesse} ia 
Ltd. P P f Brie £185 ? 
Scarborough.—TC to sell land at junction cc a Car 
cliffe and Gilbertcliffe to North Riding “ ‘4 separs 
erection of police houses. Plans by County * ship-l 
Northallerton. Cane 
Seaham.—UDC to erect another 50 houses: S subler 
A. M. Smith. Whitt Che 
.Skelmersdale.—Work on new factory at ad *Llov 
Moss-rd. for Allied Canners, Ltd., is expectt Che 


begin next year.—Lancs EC to be asked to 


new branch library. 
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South Shields.—Scheme for extending Town Hall 


at cost of £90,000. 
South Shields.—TC’s 10 years’ slum-clearance plan, 


involving demolition of 2,800 houses, has _ been 
approved by MH&LG. ; 
Stockport.—EC proposes adaptation of Home 


Office school for Boys, Offerton, as sec. tech, sch. 
for boys. BC propose purchase and adaptation of 
Mount Tabor Methodist Church to form new offices 
for Boro’ A. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—TC to sell land to Stockton 
Co-op. Soc. for branch premises and shops. Council 
also propose to build shops. ; 

Stretford.—BC to prepare detailed plans for new 
plunge bath at Old Trafford Baths. 

Sunderland.—TC to be recommended to approve 
site near Bishopwearmouth Green for proposed civic 


all. 
oo Coldfield.—BC approved sketch plans for re- 
construction of Town Hall and Council House. 
Tynemouth.—Tenders will be considered by HC in 
Dec. for first part of £750,000 scheme for construc- 
tion of multi-storey blocks of flats at North Shields 
A, Tasker & Child (F), 25, New Bridge-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. Qs, J. W. Summers & Ptnrs., 33, 
Jesmond-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Tynemouth.—_TC to ask Ministry_ to 
building of new health dept. to cost £79,924. 
8 





approve 
Boro’ 


Tynemouth.—TC has asked MH to approve an 
£80,000 scheme for construction of new health dept. 
Boro’ E. \ 
Wallasey.— BC to invite tenders for erection of 
Birket Jun. Mixed Sch. ; 

West Bromwich.—TC approved plans for new indus- 
trial buildings at Pikekelve-st. for Jovid Property Co., 
Ltd., new factory at Kelvin Way for Kraft Foods, 
Ltd.; office block at Swan-la for J. M. Wall, Ltd.; 
new storage building and office block at Victoria-st. 
for J. Walker & Co.. Ltd.; factory and offices at 
Hamstead-rd. for H. Showell, Ltd.; mew factory at 
Bagnall-st., Hill Top, for A. J. Bailey & Son, Bir- 
mingham; stage 1 of new factory and storage build- 
ing at Kelvin Way for Metal Closures, Ltd. 

West Riding.—EC received Ministry approval for 
inclusion of following in 1956/7 schools programme:— 
Benton Park Sec. Sch., Rawdon, £396,325  est.; 
Batley Sec., £322,575 est.; phase 2 of Colne Valley 
Sec., £231,200 est.; Purston Infants’, £58,388 est.; 
Guard House Infants’, Keighley, £53,263 est.; Carle- 
ton Prim., Pontefract, £69,763 est.; Orchard Head 
Prim., Pontefract, £69,763 est.; Waterloo Infants’, 
Pudsey, £58,388 est.; Ripon Cathedral Infants’, 
£58,388 est.; phase 2 of Rothwell Sec., £285,000 est.; 
phase 2 of Tadcaster Sec., £306,150 est.; phase 3 of 
Worsborough Dale Sec., £147,900 est.; and Dews- 
bury RC Sec., £50,000 est. 

Whitley Bay,—William Stockdale (F), 73, Howard- 
st., North Shields, has prepared plans on behalf of 
Osborne Trust, Ltd., for layout of land on southern 
portion of Monkseaton building estate. 

Wigan.—RDC to erect 24 houses and flats at Mossy 
Lea-rd., Wrightington.—MoW proposes erection of 
new three-storey building for GPO at Hallgate. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 


€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 
Amersham (Bucks).—Old_ peisons’ hostel at 


Whielden-st., for RDC: *E. S. Gates, £14,462. 

Bangor.—56 houses at the Maesgirchen estate for 
TC: *E. Jones, Ltd., Penmaenmawr, £57,900. 

Barnard Castle.—32 houses at Cockfield, and 20 
ats with roads and sewers on Etherley Red House 
Estate for RDC. A: J. Lawton (A), 45, Gal- 
gate, Barnard Castle: *R. C. Williamson (Durham), 
Ltd., Station Works, Rowlands Gill, Co. Durham. 
Battersea.—Erection of 8 maisonettes, 4 flats and 
4 bed-sitting rooms on sites at Hauberk-rd., Lavender 
Sweep and Hafer-rd., for BC: *Works Dept., £36,056. 

Birmingham.—New offices at corner of Livery-st. 
and Lionel-st. for Alfred Field & Co., Ltd.: *W. C. 
Skinner, Ltd., Birchfield Barr, Birmingham. 

o Blackpool.—61 dwellings at Grange Park extension: 

Brown and Jackson, Ltd., Elm-st.. Fleetwood, 
£88,080.—3-storey block of 12 flats at Talbot-rd.: *J. 
Gregson & Son, 3, Newhouse-rd., Marton, £17,980 
Pp Rletchlev.—Block of 25 flats. Castles estate. 
ry sly F. Smithie. Quantities by T. C. Hadland 


Dawson & Son (Contrs.). Ltd., Linslade .. £58.500 
Gillkam & Horsman, Ltd., Bletchley 53,989 
Drabble Construction, Ltd., 44, Aylesbury- 

St., Bletchley |. és oe 7 “.. 53.813 
_ Bletchley, Four houses at Staple Hall; 113 lock-up 
a at various sites (for UDC). E&S, J. F. 
Office : Quantities by J. F. Smithie, Council 
. Kes: *Drabble Construction, Ltd., Ayles- 
Rane, Bletchiey, £7.088. : 

uteshire.—New academy at Chapethill, Rothesay. 


Woon Harvie and A. Scott (F/A), 2, Lyndoch-pl., 
Pi ma ede haring Cross, Glasgow: *Geo. Reid 
won. Ltd., St. Germain-st.-yd., Catrine, Ayrshire 
£185,522, 3 » A) ; 
Cy 3 , 
ieee “Four blocks of flats (16 dwellings) on 
shipdla. gral! sites: tHotson Bros.. Ltd., 88, Lord- 
Cannane ser £37,800 (subject to Ministry approval). 
subject to be extended to include two other sites 
Ch Pg Satisfactory negotiations, 
*Llovd pall houses at Blacon for City C: 
Chesterfield. 2) 54: £67-515 (revised tender). 
eld.—16 bungalows and common room at 
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Wimbourne-cres., Pevensey estate, for BC: *W. H. 
Frearson, Littlemoor, Newbold, £21,046. 
Clowne.—16 bungalows and 6 houses for RDC: 


*Morris Oldfield & Co., Ltd., 61, Carlton-rd., Work- 


sop, £26,056. 

Coseley.—88 Parkfield West site for 
UDC: *J. Webb Ltd., 1, Ivy House-la., 
Sedgley. 

Coventry.—Permanent club premises at Holbrook- 
la. for Unicorn Working Men’s Club and Institute: 
*Frederick G. Plumb & Sons, Ltd., Ctapel-st., 
Coventry.—36 flats at Manor House estate for TC: 
*S. J. Smith & Co. (Bidford), Ltd., £48,798—66 police 
houses at Willenhall Neighbourhood Unit: *F. Hocking 
& Son, Ltd., 384, Stoney Stanton-rd. 

Crawley Development Corpn.—Town Centre, Stage 
11B (54 3-storey and 16 2-storey shops in 5 blocks 
with yards, services and vehicular accesses). Chief 
A: H. S. Howgrave-Graham (A), AMTPI. Quantities 
by Gardiner & Theobald: *Peak Construction Co., 
Ltd., Knight-rd., Strood, Rochester, Kent, £498,030. 

Darlington.—Four shops, three flats and garages 
on Haughton North Site for TC. Boro’ A: E. A. 
Tornbohm: ‘*R. Blackett & Son, Bondgate, Darling- 
ton, £12,728. 

Dudiley.—90 houses at Windmill 
*Wates, Ltd., London, £124,611. 

Durham,—Second phase of proposed adaptations 
to Billingham College of Further Education for 
Durham CC. County A: G. R. Clayton, Court-la., 
Durham: *L. Brown & Son (Stockton), Ltd., Boat- 
house-la., Stockton-on-Tees. £15,004. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Conversion of premises in 
High-st. into stores for F. W. Woolworth & Co.. 
Ltd., London, W.1.: *Direct labour. 

Fleetwood.—50 houses at West View estate for 
TC: *J. Valentine & Sons, Ltd., 43, Thornton-gate, 
Thornton, £65,103. 

Glasgow.—264 houses at Castlemilk housing estate. 
A, Archibald G. Jury (F), Housing Offices, Glasgow 
Cross, The Tronyate, Glasgow, EC1: *Scottish Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., Sighthill Industrial Estate, Edin- 
burgh, £377,293. 

Gosforth.—Ten bungalows in Audlev-rd. for UDC 
S: C. Wyld: *R. Bowey & Son, Ltd., 34, Great North- 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne (in lieu of tender withdrawn). 

Hackney.—Construction of 16 dwellings at Ferron- 
rd. housing site for MBC: *Direct labour, £34,063. 

Hampstead.—Works for MBC. 18 maisonettes and 
4 flats at Abbey-rd: tElsworthy, Ltd., 125, Park-rd., 
NW8, £51,259.—!7 flats and 5S garages at Fortune 
Green-rd.: tS. Varney & Co., Ltd., Credon House, 


houses at 
& Co., 














End for BC: 


Verney-rd., SE16. £40,652.—80 flats at Fellows-rd.: 
*Wilson Lovatt & Sons. Ltd., £158,652 (revised 
tender). 


Holborn.—Works for MBC: 13 flats at Red Lion- 
st. and Eagle-st corner site, *W. J. Marston & Son. 


Ltd., £37,724; 10 flats at 15-16, Coram-st., *W. J 
Marston & Son, Ltd., £19,850. 
Ipswich.—19 bungalows at Clapgate-la. BE&S, 19, 


Tower-st., for CBC. Quantities by Caston & Porritt, 
Ipswich: *J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd.. Swinton, Man- 
chester, £23,705. 

Lambeth.—Works for MBC. Two-storey block of 
flats comprising 4 dwellings at Mervan-rd.: *K.W.G. 
(Kent) Builders, Ltd., £9,064. 

L.C.C.—Road and sewer works at South Bank. 
including widening and diversion of Chicheley-st. and 
part of Belvedere-rd. 


W. & C. French., Ltd., Buckhurst Hill, 

Essex ap ‘ ee LN . £124,841 
W. & J. Glossop, Ltd., Wandsworth 119,101 
Fitzpatrick & Son (Contrs.), Ltd., Poplar 117,711 
Percy Bilton, Ltd., Westminster .. .. 114,863 
Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hammersmith 114.686 
James Miller & Ptnrs., Ltd., Haves .. 114,546 
Sir Lindsav Parkinson & Co., Ltd., 

Virginia Water, Surrey .. ¢ va eae 
*John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., Westminster .. 108,019 
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Chief engineer’s comparable estimate is £107,346. 

Adaptation of Ditton-place, Balcombe, Sussex, for- 
use as a. boarding special school for 55 educationally 
sub-normal girls. 


Walter Liewellyn & Sons, Ltd., West- 

minster = 44 ee xs .. £47,810» 
James Longley & Co., Ltd., Crawley 45,447 
Hoad & Taylor, Ltd., Horsham ae 43,151 
Norman & Burt, Ltd., Burgess Hill , 41,534 
*Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., East Grinstead 40,589- 


Comparable estimate of Messrs. Pite, Son & Fair- 
weather, the architects responsible for the scheme, is 
£40,197. 

Repair of war damage with improvements and 
redecoration at Bannockburn county primary school 
(Woolwich East). 


John Mather (Builders), Ltd., Finsbury £44,750 
F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd., Lambeth .. 43,306 
Truett & Steel, Ltd., Croydon 43,740 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. 42,498 
*Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd., Cambridge 42,424- 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £41,734. 

Chelsea Bridge—cleaning, repainting, etc., *W. T. 
Pickering & Sons, Ltd., £12,757. 

€London (Admiralty).—Contracts over £1,000 in 
value recently placed:— 

Kent: Building work, *G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., 
231, Strand, WC2. Hampshire: Building work, 
*Brazier & Son, Ltd., 303-305, Portswood-rd., 
Sou.hampton; *Keith Andrew & Co., Ltd., 7, 
Warwick-st., Worthing, Sussex. Kent: Structural 
steelwork, *Wright, Anderson & Co., Ltd., Coult- 
hards-la., Gateshead 8, Durham. Devon: Building 
work, *F. J. Stanbury, Ltd., Alexandra Works, 
Alexandra-rd., Mutley, Plymouth. Fifeshire: Internal 
redecorations, *A. T. Holland. Ltd., 27-31, Carnegie- 
st., Dunfermline. Kent: Re-roofing and cladding. 
*Structural Waterproofers, Ltd., 5-6, Nigel Playfair- 
ave.. W6. Dumbarton: Structural steelwork, *Kelvin 
Construction Co., Ltd., Lochburn-rd., Glasgow, NW. 
Yorkshire: External sheeting and painting, *Man- 
chester Slate Co., Ltd., Lancaster-rd., Didsbury, 
Manchester. Durham: Internal and externa] decora- 
tions, *Modern Decorations, Ltd., Horsforth, nr. 
Leeds. Lancs: Hot water heating services, *Bright- 
side Heating and Engineering Co., Ltd., 242, Upper 
Parliament-st., Liverpool, 8. Devon: Structural steel- 
work, *Blight & White, Prince Rock, Plymouth. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
Eastern Region:—*Pitchers, Ltd., 57, Ashburton-gr., 
Holloway, N7, modernisation of control facilities at 
Fenchurch-st.; *R. Herron, Ltd., Ickenham-rd.. 
Ruislip, Middx., renewal of roof to engine shed and 
repairs to ancillary bldgs. at Lincoln G.N. motive 
power depot; *W. & C. French, Lid., Buckhurst Hill, 
Essex, remainder of work involved in construction 
of boiler-house, viz., roofing, cladding, glazing, etc., 





at Temple Mills new marshalling yard; “Richard 
Costain, Ltd., 111, Westminster Bridge-rd., SE1, 


demolition of everline bridge No. 190 between Pitsea 
and Benfleet and construction of new bridge in- 
replacement: *Tersons, Ltd., 4, Dollis-park, Finchley, 
N3, renewal of drainage and reballasting of perma- 
nent way between Colchester and Ardleigh; *R. Ridd 
& Son (Contrs.), Ltd., 153, Billet-la., Hornchurch, 
Essex, cleaning and painting of station buildings, sub- 
ways, carriage shed and sidings, goods yard, signal 
boxes, signals, point rodding and linework at Fins- 
bury Park. 

{London (MoW).—Contracts 
ended October 15:— 

Berkshire: Boundary Hall, Aldermaston, erection of 
Boundary Hall Hostel, *W. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd.. 
Devizes, Wilts; Broadmoor Institution, Crowthorne, 
jnternal painting, *Fields, Ltd., 248, King’s-rd., Read- 
ing: internal and external painting, *Fassnidge, Son 
& Norris, Ltd., 222, High-st., Uxbridge. Lancashire: 
Post Office, Brynn-st., Widnes, extension to existing 
ATE, *J. Perkins & Son, Ltd., White House, Whitby- 
rd., Ellesmere Port. Lincolnshire: Buffer Food 
Depot, The Airfield, Fiskerton, re-roofing T.2 hangar. 
*Hamilton Bldrs. (Lincoln), Ltd., 121, Bunkers Hill, 
Wragby-rd., Lincoln. London: Prospect TE. SW14, 
alterations and extensions to switchroom, *E.Gostling 
(Bldrs.), Ltd., 81-85, Whitton-rd., Twickenham; new 
Government offices, Whitehall-gdns., SWI, internal 
painting and cleaning, *Sykes & Sons, Ltd., 8, Essex- 
st., WC2; 271-277, High Holborn. WC1, alterations 
to the ground floor, *Dearing & Co., Ltd., 290, Essex- 
rd., Nl. Middlesex: Eastcote Special Branch, Lime- 
grove, Eastcote. alterations and additions to form 
photographic reproductions branch, ‘Sheppard & 
Stort, Ltd., 784, Harrow-rd.. Sudbury, Middx. 
Midlothian: GPO, Edinburgh, internal redecoration 
and cleaning, *Timpson & Son, Ltd., 30 and 42, Hay- 
market-ter., Edinburgh BZ. Montgomeryshire: 
Machynlleth, construction of new telephone exchange, 
*John Evans & Sons (Contrs.), Ltd., Station-rd., 
Cemmaes-rd.. Machynlleth. Staffordshire: HO Police 
Training College, Mill Meece, erection of pair of 
houses for Commandant, *Horace Poole, Ltd., New- 
castle-rd., Stone. Staffs. Somersetshire: Admiralty 
TOB. Foxhill, Bath, external decorations, *T. N. Jones 
& Son. 3, Belle Vue-vl., Lansdown-rd., Bath. 
Warwickshire: Post Office Garage, Commercial-st.. 
Birmingham, internal and external painting and clean- 
ing, *Harris & Sheldon, Ltd., 31, Stafford-st., Birming- 
ham, 4 Yorkshire: Inland Revenue Office, North- 
way. Scarborough, erection of office building, *F. 
Shepherd & Son, Ltd., Blue Bridge-la., York; Air 
Ministry, Harlow Manor, Harrogate, internal paint- 
ing, *Topham Bros., Ltd., 26, Oxford-st., Harrogate. 

London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed in 
week ended October 15:— 

Berkshire. Building work. W. J. Simms, Sons & 
Cooke. Ltd.. London. Buckinghamshire, Building 


placed for week 
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work, Norman Sinclair, Ltd., London. 
cladding Nissen huts, D. T. 





London, Re- 
Edwards & Co., Ltd., 

















FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


HAS BRANCHES AT 


COVENTRY 
LEICESTER 
NUNEATON SHREWSBURY 
WALSALL WORCESTER 
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DUDLEY 
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London. London, Roofing work, Halse & Sons, Ltd., 
London. Nottinghamshire, Roofing work, Val de 
Travers Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd., Birmingham. 
Shropshire, Building work, J. Darlow & Co., Ltd., 
Birmingham, 16; R. J. Russell, Ltd., Wolverhampton. 
Somerset, Painting and decorating, F. Labbett & Sons, 
Ltd., Nottingham. Westmorland, Building work, F. 
Shepherd & Son, Ltd., York. Worcestershire, Build- 
ing work, C. C. Lampitt, Malvern Link. 

Mansfield.—Erection of new C of E church at 
Ladybrook estate: *J. Searson, Ltd., Station-rd., 
Sutton-in-Ashfield, £16,833. 

Middlesbrough.—New theatre for Middlesbrough 
Little Theatre. *John McCreton, 61, Kings-rd., 
Middlesbrough. £33,000. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of block of 13 shops and 
18 flats at Park Emd for CBC. Boro’ E&S, J. A. 
Kenyon, MICE, MIMunE, MTPI: *R. H. Bailey & 
Son, Ltd., Denmark-st., Middlesbrough, £46,931. 

Nantwich.—New factory at Cumberland-st. for 
British Crepe, Ltd.: *Cooper Bros. & John Clayton, 
Ltd., Catherine-st., Macclesfield. 


Nottingham.—New hotel at  Farnborough-rd., 


Clifton: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London. 
Oxford.—Extensions to Milham Ford School for 

City EC: *Knowles & Son, Ltd., Oxford, £41,534. 
Plymouth.—Works for City C: 42 flats and 34 


shops adjoining new Pannier Market, tJohn Laing & 
Son, Ltd., London, NW7, £157,750; 33 Cornish unit 
bungalows at Ernsettle. Ham and Efford, {Sellick. 
Nicholls & Co., Ltd., £39,429. 


Renfrewshire.—Shore-st. housing development. 
Council A, William V. Kelly, Master of Works 
Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Shore-st., Gourock: 
*Dougall & Co., Ltd., Glasgow-rd. Contracting 
Works, Dumbarton, £124,412 

Sheffield. — Following for Regional Hospital 
Board:—Recommissioning Phase 2 of St. George’s 


Lincoln: *Wm. Wright & Son (Lincoln), 
Lincoln, £129,145; new X-ray depart- 

theatre at Boston General 
ae *A. Adkins, 39, Wide Bargate, Boston, 
£33,842 


Shoreditch.—Works for MBC. Erection of block of 


Hospital, 
Ltd., Park-st., 
ment and operating 


flats at Britannia Walk area, The Wenlock Barn 
estate: *Herbert Richardson & Son, Ltd., £41,525 
(negotiated price); 30 one-bedroom flat block at 
Vince-st. area: *Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., 
£54,568 (negotiated price). 

Stoke Newington.—16 dwellings at Mandalay 
House: *Stewart & Ptnrs., 105, Baker-st., W1. £37,096 


121 dwellings at Queen’s-dr. /Princess- 


(revised tender); 
Gleeson (Contrs.), Ltd., 


cres. housing site: *M. J. 
£241.876 (revised tender). 

Todmorden.—10 bungalows at Ferney Lee estate 
for BC: *Gregory Housing, Ltd., Worthing, Sussex, 
£14,109. 
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STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5621 
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ene houses at Gipsy-la. estate for | 
*F, & H. Taylor, Croxstall-rd., Bloxwich, £62.44 

deinen Bridge.—Cheaning, repainting, ete. 
*C. and T. Painters, Ltd., £12,063. 

Development of ‘St. Vincent estate extension 
Stepney and Poplar, comprising 34 flats and {7| 
tenants’ stores, *J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd. (estimate 
cost £88,360). 

Rebuilding of Greenwich fire station, 
(Builders), Ltd., £103,250. 

Warwick.—Extensions to County Offices for ¢¢ 
“Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., James-st., Rugby. 

West Bromwich. “_New storage depot at Kelvin Way 
for Kraft Foods, Ltd.: *Taylor Woodrow Constryc. 
tion Co., Ltd j 

Whitley Bay. —Shirt factory on half-acre of lan 
on Foxhunters’ site for Stephens Manufacturers, Ltd, 
Central-bdgs., Whitley Bay: *R. A. Gofton & Son; 
Front-st., Monkseaton. 

Widnes.—Alterations and improvements at Queen's 
Hall for BC: *S. Morley & Sons, Hall-la., Huyton 
Quarry, Widnes, £45,900. 

Wimbledon,—Erection of walls and fences in cop. 
nection with Queensmere-rd. estate: *John Sugrue & 
Sons, Ltd., £35,509. 
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CELLULAR BLOCKS 
BROAD & CO. LTD, PADDINGTON W2 
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WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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